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VOYAGE INTO 

THE LEVANT. 

jjNtelle&uall Complexions have no 
defire (6 ftrong , as that of know- . 
ledger nori* any knowledge unto 
man focertaine 3 and pertinent, as 
thac of humane affaires: Thisex- 
prknee advances beft, in obfer- 
ving of people , whofe institutions 
much differ from ours - y for cuftomes conformable to 
ourowne, or to fuch wherewith we are already ac- 
quainted, doe but repeat our old obfervations, wirh 
little acquift of new. So my former time fpent in 
viewing Italy, France, and fome little of Spaine, being 
countries of Chriftian inftitution 3 did but reprefent in 
a feverali drefle 5 the effed of what I knew before. 

Then feeing the cuftomes of men arc much fway- 
ed by their naturall difpoficions, which are originally 
infpired andcompofed by the Climate whofe ayre, 
and influence they receive , it feemes naturall , thac 
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to our North-Weft parts' of the World, no people 
fliould be more averfe , and ftrangc of behaviour, 
then thofe of the Smh-Eaft : Moreover, thofe parts 
being now poffeft by the Turkes , who are the only 
moderne people, great in a&ion, and whofe Empire 
hath fo fuddenly invaded the World, and fixt it felfe 
fuch firme foundations as no other ever did 5 I was 
of opinion, that he who would behold thefe times 
in their greateft glory, could not finde a better Scene 
then Turky c thefe confiderations Cent me thither 5 
where my generall purpofc gave me foure particular 
cares: Firft, to obferve the Religion, Manners, and 
Policie of the Turkes , not perfe&ly , (which were a 
taske for an inhabitant rather then a pafTenger,)but fo 
farre forth, as might fatisfie thisfcruple, (to wit) 
whether to an unpartiall conceit, the Turkijh way ap- 
peareabfolutely barbarous, as we are given to under- 
stand , or rather an other kinde of qivilitie, different 
from ours, but no lefTe pretending : Secondly , in 
fomc meafure , to acquaint my felfe with thofe other 
fec5is which live under the Turkes y as Greekes, Armenia 
4#s,Frewk$> and Zinganaes, but efpecially the Iewes* 
a race from all others fo averfe both in nature and in. 
ftitution, as glorying to fingle it felfe out of the reft 
of mankindc, remaines obftinate, contemptible, and 
famous : Thirdly, to fee the Turkijh Army,, then go- 
ing againft Poland y and therein to note, whether their 
discipline ^Military encline to ours, orelfebeof a 
new mould, though not without fome touch , from 
the countries they have fubdued ; and whether it be 
of a frame apt to confront the Chriftians , or not : : 
Xhelaft and choice piece of my intent , was to view 
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Gran Cairo, and that fortwocaufesj firft, it being 
clearely the greateft concourfe of Mankinde in thefe 
times y and perhaps that ever was ; there rnuft needs 
be fome proportionable fpirit in the Government: 
for fuch vafte multitudes, and thofc of witsfo deeply 
malicious, would foone breed confufion,famine, and 
utter defolation , if in the Turkijh domination there 
were nothing but fottifh fenfualitic , as moft Christi- 
ans conceive : Laftly , becaufe Egypt is held to have 
beenethefountaineof all Science , arid'o4>» civilly 
therefore I did hope to finde fome fparke of thoft 
cinders not yet put out \ or elfein the extreme com 
trarietie, I fliould receive an impreffion as important 
from the ocular view of fo great a revolution • for 
above all other fenfes, the eye having the moft im-> 
mediate, and quicke commerce with the foule, gives 
it a more fmart touch then the reft , leaving in the 
fancy fomewhat unutterable . fo that an eye witnefte 
of things conceives them with an imagination more 
compleat,ftrong , and intuitive, then he can cither 
apprehend,or deliver by way of relation y for relati* 
ons are not only in great part falfe, out of the ; relaters 
mif-information, vanitie, orintereftj but which is 
unavoidable, their choice, and frame agrees more na- 
turally with his judgement,whofe ifluc they are, then 
with his readers - foas the reader is like one feafted 
with diflics fitter for another mans ftomacke, then his 
owne : but a traveller takes with his eye , and eare^ 
only fuch occurrences into obfervation , as his owns 
apprehenfion affe&s, and through that fympatfy, cm 
digeft them into an experience more naturall fdr 
lumfelfe , then he could have done the notes of ano* 
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thcr: Wherefore 1 defiring fomewhat to informe 
my felfe of the Turkijh Nation, would not fit downe 
with a booke knowledge thereof, but rathcr(through 
all the hazard and endurance of travell,) receive ic 
from mine owne eye not dazled with any affe&ion, 
prcjudicacy, or mift of education, which preoccupate 
the minde , and delude it with partiall idea*, as with 
a falfe glafle , reprefenting the objeft in colours, and 
proportions untrue : forthejuft cenfure of things is 
to be drawn from their end whereto they are aymed, 
without requiring them to ourcuftomes, and ordi- 
nances, or other impertinent refpefts, which they 
acknowledge not for their touch-ftone : wherefore 
hec who paflfes through the feverall educations of 
men, muft not try them by his owne , but weyning 
his mind from all former habite of opinion , (hould 
as it were putting off the old man , come frefli and 
fincere to confider them : This preparation was the 
caufe, why the fuperftition, policie, entertainments, 
diet,lodging, and other manners of the Turkes, never 
provoked me fo farre, as ufually they doc thofe who 
catechize the world by their owne home * and this 
alfo barres thefe obfervations from appearing be- 
yond my owne clofet,for to a minde pofleft with any 
fetdodrine, their unconformitie muft needs make 
them feeme unfound , and extravagant , nor can they 
comply to a rule , by which they were not made. 
NeverthelefTe confidering that experience forgotten 
is as if it never had beene, and knowing how much I 
ventured for it , as little as ic is , I could not but e- 
fteeme it worth retaining in my owne memory, 
though not transferring to others : hereupon I have 
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in thefc lines regiftred to my felfe , what focver moft 
tookc me in my journey from Venice into Turky. 

Firft, I agreed with zlanizaryzt Venice, to find me 
Dyet, Horfe, Coach, PafTage, and all other ufuall 
charges, as farreas ConHantim^lt i : Then upon the 
feventh of iJMay , 1 6 3 4. I emba* q'd on a Venetian 
Gaily with a Caravan &( Turkes , m& lewts bound for 
the Levant, not having any chrifiian with them be- 
sides my felfe : this occafion was right to my pur- 
pofc; forthefamiliariticofbed, board, and paflage 
together, is more opportune to difclofe the cuftomes 
of men, then a much longer habitation in Cities, 
where focietie is not fo linkt , and behaviour more 
perfonate , then in travell, whofe common fuflfcrings 
endearemen , laying them open , and obnoxious to 
one another : The not having any other Chriftian 
in the Caravan gave mee two notable advantages : 
Krft , that no other mans errors could draw either 
hatred , or engagement upon me 5 then I had a free- 
dome of complying upon occafion of qucftions by 
them made ; whereby I became all things to all men, 
which let me into the breafts of many. 

The Gaily lying that day, and night in Port at Lh % 
fet Saylethe next morne,and in 24^houres, arrived at 
Kovinitz Venetian Citie in Ifiria : it Hands inacreeke 
of the Adriatiquejx^m a hill promontory which hath 
two thirds wafhed by the Sea- 5 the Swth-Eafl fide joy- 
ned to the Continent 5 the foyle rocky, and barren, as 
all that fide along the Gulf* j it is an hundred miles 
from Venice , and therefore being fo forre within the 
Gulfjs not fortified as againft much danger, yet hath 
it a pretty wall > and fortreffe with a fmall Garrifon : 

from 



A Voyage into the Levant. 



from thence we came to Zara: this Cicie ftands in 
Dalmatia, andofall others within the Guif,is by rea- 
fbn of the fcituation,moft apt to command the whole 
Adriatique,m& therefore has formerly beene attemp- 
ted by the Turkey wherefore the Venetians have for- 
tifyed it extraordinarily , and now though in times 
of 'feme peace r kcepe it with ftrong companies both 
of Horfe,and Foot : TheGenerallof the Horfe came 
in another Gaily with us, he was firft welcomed with 
a volley of great,and fmall /hot from the wallesjthen 
by three Nobles therein feverall Offioes comman- 
ding, he was accompanyed to the Tevmehatl, where 
his briefe Patent once read,he had the Staffe,and Pre- 
cedency of his predeceflbur: after a dayes view of this 
place, we Say led lofydatna City of Sclavonia, kept 
by the Venetians as their oflely Emporium plyed fuc- 
ceffively with two Gaflies, which carry betweene Ve- 
nice , and that place , fuch merchandize as are tranf- * 
ported into Tutky>ot from thence brought in: it ftands 
in a moft pleafant valley on the South fide of great 
mountaines : in the wall toward the Sea , appeares a 
great remainder of a gallery in Dioclefian his Palace: 
Southward of the towne is the Sea which makes an 
open Port capable often, or twelue GaUyesy without 
is an unfecure Bay for great Ships, at the entrance a- 
bove halfeamile broad \ yet not fo renowned jfor the 
skill of oflavius, who chained it up, when he befe- 
ged Sahn£ ) 2siox the fierce refolution of Vulteius, and 
his company there taken : in this Towne • thg Veneti- 
ans allow the great Turke to take cuftppne <*f the Mer- 
thandize* whereupon there refides his Emir or Trea- 
furer whopayes him thirtie five thpufand Dollars*^ 
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yeare,as himfelfe,ar»d others told me : there are high 
walles, andftrong companyes to guard this City j 
yet I heard their chiefe fafety to be in, having fo un- 
ufefull, and frnall an HAvcit, wherefore the Turkec- 
ftecmes SpaUtro in effect, but as a land towne, nor fo 
much worth as his prefent cuftome, and fo covets it 
not like Saratov if he did, he has a terrible advantage 
upon it, having taken from the Venetians Clyjfi, not 
above fower miles off. which is the ftrongeft land 
for trefle that I ever beheld. 

At Spalatro having ftayd three dayes, our Cotavm 
was furniffied with horfes; the firft journey webegan 
about Sunfet our lodging two miles of we pitch'd up- 
on a little hill, growneover vmhTuniper, once the 
feat oisdonx a city famous, for their bravery againft 
oftwius j there is not now fo much as a ruinelefr, 
excepting a poore piece of Diode funs aqtiedutf; 
Hence wee paffed the Hilles of Doglianatax higher 
then the Alpes ,and fo fteep,as in our defcent for three 
dayes together , it was a great precipice, then that 
halfe day his comming downe from Mount Cents jn- 
to P'tentont j having for the moft part, rode thus nine 
dayes, wee came into a fpacious,and frutefull playne, 
which at the Weft , where wee entred , at leaft tea 
miles over, is on the Worth, and South fides immured 
with ridges ofeafy, and pleafant hilles, (till by de- 
grees, ftreightning the playne, till after fix or (even, 
miles riding , itgrowes not above a mile broade t 
there found wee the City Saraih, which extendes 
from the one fide, to the other, and takes up part of 
both Afcents j at the Eafi end ftandes a caftle upon a 
fteeperocke commanding the Towne t andpaflage 
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Eaft-ward : This is the Metropolis of the kingdome of 
Bofnab: itisbutmeanelybuilt, and not great, rec- 
koning about fourefcore CMefcheetoes , and twentic 
thoufand houfes. 

In my three dayes aboade,the moft notable things 
I found , was the goodnefle of the water, andvafte, 
zlmofkgyant like Ratme of the men, which with their 
bordringuponGm*;^, made me fuppofe them to 
be the ofF-fpring of thofc old Germans noted by C&» 
far,zx\&Tacitus for their huge fize,which in other pla- 
ces, is now degenerate into the ordinary proportions 
of men : Hence at our departure , we went along 
with the Bajhaw of Bofnab his troopes going for the 
wane of Poland, they were of Horfe j and foot be- 
twecne fixe or feven thoufand ,. but went fcattering : 
the Bajhaw not yet in perfon , and the taking leave of 
their friends , Spirited many with drinke , difcon- 
tent, and infolency j which made them fitter compa- 
ny for the Divell, then for a Chriftian : my felfe af- 
ter many launces, and knives threatned upon me, was 
invaded by a drunken Ianizdry % whofe iron Mace 
entangled in his other furniture gave me time to flee 
among the Rocks,whereby I efcap'd untoucht : Thus 
raarcht wcten dayes through a hilly country, cold, 
not inhabited , and in a manner a continued Wood, 
moft of Pine trees: at length we reached yalliovab, 
a pretty little Townc upon the confines of Hungary, 
where the Campe flaying fomc dayes , we left them 
behind , and being to paflea Wood neerc the Chri- 
//weountrcy , doubting it to be ( as confines are) 
full of Thieves, we divided our Caravan of fixfeore 
Horfe ia two parts* halfe with the Perfons, and 
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Goods of left eftceme, we fenc a day before the reft, 
thatfo the thieves having a bootie, might begone 
before we came $ which hapned accordingly j they 
were robbed j onethiefe, and two of ours flaine; 
feme hundred dollars worth of goods loft : The next 
day wepafled , and found fixteene thieves, in a nar- 
row paflage , before whom , we fet a good guard of 
Harquebuzc, and PifiolsjxW the weaker fort pafled by : 
16 in three dayes, we came fafe to Belgrade. 

This Citie anciently called Taurttmm, or K^ilba 
Graca was the ^Metropolis of Hungary till wonne by 
Sultan Solyman the fecond,in the yeare 1525. it is one 
of themoft.pleafant, (lately, and commodious ki- 
tuations that I have feene : it ftands moft in a bot- 
tome encom pafled Eaft-rvard, by gentle and pleafant 
afcents,employed in Orchards, or Vines South-ward 
is an eafie hill, part pofleft with buildings, the reft a 
burying place of well-nigh three miles in compaffe, 
fo full of graves as one can be by another : the We& 
End ycilds a right magnificent afpett , by reafon of 
an eminency of land jetting out further then the reft, 
and bearing a goodly ftrong Cafile whofes walks are 
two miles about , excellently fortified with a dry 
ditch , and out- works: this Cafile on the Weft fide 
is walhed , by the great River Sava , which on the 
North of the Citie, loofes it felfe in the Dambim, of 
oldcaIIed//?tfrnowZ)^, and is -held the greateft 
River in the world , deepeand dangerous for Navi* 
gation, runnes Eafi.mrd, into the Euxine or blacke 
s **> inks paflfage receiving fiftie andodde Rivers, 
moft of them navigable: two rarities I was told of 
this river, and with my ownc experience, found true : 
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one was that at mid-day, and m id-nig hr, the ftreame 
runnes flower by much then at other times^tbis they 
finde by thenoyfe of thofe Boat-miJIes, whereof 
there are about t wentie, like thofe upon the Rhoane at 
Lyons i their clakkers beate much flower, at thofe 
times then elfe, which argues like difference in the 
motion of the wheele , and by confluence of the 
ftreame; thecaufe is neither any refluxe, nor flop of 
current by wind ox otherwife* for there is no encreafe 
ofwaterobferved: The other wonder is that where 
thofe two great currents meete, their waters mingle 
no more then water,and oyle ; not that either floats 
above other, but joyne unmixed, fo that neere the 
middle of the river, I have gone in a Boat,and tafted 
of the Bknnby as cleare, and pure as a well, then put- 
ting my hand not an inch further, I have taken of the 
Sava as troubled as a ftrcete channell,tafting the gra- 
vel! in my teeth $ yet did it not taft unttious, as I ex- 
pe<fted, but hath fome other fecrct ground of the an- 
tipathy which though not eafily found out, is very ef- 
feduall; for they run thus threefcore miles together, 
and for a dayes journey, I have beencan eye witnefle 
thereof, 

The Cafik is excellently furnifhed with Artillery* 
and at the entrance , their ftands an Arfenali with 
fome 40. or $0. faire Brafle peeces, tnoft bearing the 
Armes, and inferiptien of Ferdinand r the Emperour : 
that which to me leeracd ftrangeft in this Cajlle, ( for 
I had free libertie to pry up,and downc ) was a round 
Tower, called the zindana, acrueltie not by them 
devikd, and feldome praftifed, it is like old Rmt s 
Gmoni* i the Tower is iargc a and round ; bitt within 
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fevered into many fquares of longbeames,fetonend 
about foure foot a funder 5 each beame was ftuck fre- 
bucnt with great flefh-hookes, theperfon condem- 
ned was naked let fall amongft thofe hookes, which 
gave him a quicke, or lading tnifery^as he chane'd to 
light : then at the bottome , the river is let in by 
grafts, whereby all putrifa&ion was waflit away : 
Within this great Caftlc, is another little one, with 
works of itsowne; I had like to have mifcarried, 
wirli approaching the entrance, but the rude noifc, 
and worfe lookes of the Guard, gave me a timely ap- 
prehenfion with fudden paflage , and humiliation to 
fweeten them 5 andget off: for as I after learnt, there 
is kept great part of the GranSignior histreafure, to 
be ready when he warres on that fide the Empire 5 it 
is death for any Turke, or Chrifiim to enter j and the 
Captaineis never to goe forth without particular li- 
cence from the Empertur .• Here the Bafha of Temt* 
Jkar joyning the people of Buda, and hisowne, with 
thofe of Belgrade, and Bofnah>t\\zy were held incam- 
pedon the South fide of theTowne, yet not fofe- 
verely, but the Spahye$ % Iam&4ries 7 znd Fenturiers,ha<i 
leave to go before to the general! Rendivonz, as they 
pleafed, though moft of them ftayed to attend the 
Bafhaes ; they there expe&ed CteuratbBafba ; he five 
dayes after our arrival!, came in with few Foot, but 
foure thoufand Horfe, ofthzSpahyT?mmots- y fuch 
brave Horfes, aud Men fo dextrous in the ufe of the 
Xaunce I had not feene : then was made publique 
Proclamation to hang all fuch Ianizaries^ as fliould 
be found behind thefe Forces : with them the next 
day we fee forward for $epbya,w\(ich in twelve dayes 
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we rcacht 5 The Bafhaesdid not goe all in company, 
but letting forth about an houre , one after another, 
drew out their troopes in length, without confuffon 5 
not in much exa<5i order of File and Ranke , as neere 
jio enemy : in this and our former MarchJ much ad- 
mired, that we had* Caravan loaded with Clothes t 
SilkesyTiJfues, and other rich commodities , were fa 
fafe, not only in the maine Army , but in ftragling 
troopes , amongft whom we often wand red by rea- 
fon of recovering the lews Sabbath ^ but I found the 
caufetobcthe crueltie of luflice-> for thieves upon 
the way are empaled without delay , or mercy j and 
there was a Saniacke with two hundred Horfe, who 
did nothing but coaft up , anddowne thecountrey, 
and every man who could not give a faire account of 
his being where he found him , was prefently ftrang- 
kd> though notknowne to have offended : for their 
jujltce although not foralhaswe fuppofe, yet will 
rather cut off two innocent men, then let one offender 
efcape ; for in the execution of an innocent , they 
thiakeif hee be held guiltie, the example works as 
well as if he wereguiltie indeed j and where aeon- 
ftant deniall makes the fail doubted, in that executi* 
on,the refentment fo violent terrifies the more; there- 
fore to prevent diforders fometimes , in the begin- 
nings o£wme>coloura6le punifliments are ufed, where 
juft ones want: this fpeedy and remorcelefle feveri- 
tie makes that when their great Armies lye about any 
Towne, or pajje , no man is endamaged , or troubled 
to fecure his goods ; in which refpecft , it pretends 
more effed upon a bad age then our Chrijlian compaf- 
$on> which is foeafily abufed, as we cannot raife 
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two, or three Companies of Souldicrs, but they pi), 
fer, and rifle wherefoever they paffe: wherein the 
want of crueltie upon delinquents czufes much more 
oppreffion of the Innocent % which is the grcfateft cru- 
elrie of all : yet without their Army, there want not 
fcandalsj for in the way, wepafled by a Palanga y 
which is a Village fortified with mud walles againft 
Thieves 5 where we found a final! Caravan to have 
beene afTaulted the day before, and divers remaining 
fore wounded .• for through d\\Turky, efpecially in 
places defert there are many CMowtainers , or Out* 
lawes, like the wild Irijh^ who live upon fpoy le, and 
are not held members of the State, but enemies, and 
ufed accordingly : In all our march, though I eould 
not perceive much difeiflinczs not neere an adverfe 
partie . yet I wondred to fee fuch a multitude fo 
cleare of confujion, violence , want^fickneffe, or any o- 
ther diforder^ and though we were almoft three- 
fcorethoufand, and fometimes found notatownein 
7. or 8. dayes 3 yet was there fuch pkmie of good 
Bisket, Rice, and Mutton^ as wherefoever I paffed up,' 
and downe to view the Spahyes , and others in their 
tents, they would often make me (it, and eate with 
them very plentifull,and well : The feverall Courts of 
the lajhaes were ferved in great ftatc $ each of them 
having three or fourefcorc Camels , befides fixe or 
fevenfcorcCto-//, to carry the Baggage : and when 
the Bafha himfelfe tooke Horfe, hee had five or fixe 
Cioches, covered with Cloth of Gold, or rich tapeftry* 
to carry his wives 5 fome had with them twelve or 
fixteene j the leaft ten, who when they entred the 
Coach,there vvere men fet on each fide,holding up a 
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rowe ofttapeftry, to cover them from being feene by 
the people , although they were after the Turk/fb 
manner muffled that nothing but the eye could ap- 
peare.-befide thefe wives,each Ba/ha hath as many,or 
likely mote Catamites, which are their ferious loves • 
for their Wives are ufed (as the Turkes themfelves 
told mc ) but to dreflfe their meat a to LaundrefTe,and 
for reputatioo; The Boyes likely of twelue,or four- 
teene yeares old, forne of them not above nine , or 
ten, are ufually clad in Fefoet, or Scarlet, with guilt 
Scymitars^ and bravely mounted, with fumptmui fur - 
niture i to each of them a Souldier appointed , who 
wal-kcs by his bridle, for his fafetie .• when they arc 
all in order , there is excellent Sherbets given to any 
who will drinke j then the Bajhd takes Horfe, before 
whom ride a doosen , or more , who with ugly 
Drums, brafle Di(hes,and wind inftruments,noife a- 
long moft part of the Iourney: before all, there 
goe Officers, who pitch his Tent,where he (hall dine 
or lodge: when meate is ferved up, efpecially at 
nightfall the people give three great Shoutes .-Thefe 
are theehiefe ceremonies I remember. 

That which fecured, and emboldned my enquiry, 
and paflage thefe twelue dayes March , was an acci- 
dent the fir ft night ; which was thus:the Cmpt being 
pitch'd on the Shoare of DawbiutyX went, (but ti- 
moroufly ) to View the Service about Mmath Bafhaes 
Court, where one of his favorite Boyes efpying mee 
to be a Stranger, gave mee a Cup of Sherbet . I in 
thanks* .-and- to raakefriends in Court, prefented him 
withaPoctoZwi^G^^, in a little Ivory Cafe, 
witha Combe ; fuch as are fold at Weflminpr-hall for 
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foure or five (hillings a piece: The youth much ta- - 
ken therewith, ran, and (hewed it to the Bajhaw, who 
prefently fent for me , and making me fie , and drinke 
Caufhe in his prefence , called for one that fpake Ita- 
lian j then demanding of my condition , purpofe, corn- 
trey , and many other particulars , it was my fortune 
to hit his humour fo right , as at laft , he asked if my 
Law did permit me to ferve under them going againft 
the Polacke who is a Chriftian . promifing with his 
hand upon his breaft, that if I would , I fhould be 
inrelled of his Companies, furniflbed with a good 
Horfe , and of other neceflaries be provided with the 
reft of his Houfhold j I humbly thanked him , for 
his favour, and told him that to an Englijhman it 
was Iawfull to ferve under any who were in League 
with our King j and that our King had not only a 
League with the Gran Signior , but continually held 
an Embafiadottr at his Court, efteeming himthegrea- 
reft Monarch in the World: fo that my Service there, 
efpecially if I behaved my felfe not unworthy of my 
Nation , would be exceedingly well received in Eng- 
land.^ and the Polacke, though in name a chriftian, 
yet of a Seff , which for Idolatry , and many other 
points , we much abhorred 5 wherefore the Englijh 
had of late , helpt the Muscovite agaifift him , and 
would be forwarder under the Tttrkes, whom we hot 
only honored for their glorious anions in the world; 
but alfo loved, for the kinde Commerce of Trade 
which we firide amongft them : But as for my pre- 
fent engagement to the warre, with intich forrow^ I 
acknowledged my incapacitie , by reafon I wanted 
language^hich would not only render me uncapable 
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Commands ,and fo unferviceable, butalfo endanger me 
in tumults % where I appearing a Stranger,and not able 
tocxpreffe ray affe&ion, might be miftaken, and ufed 
accordingly j wherefore I humbly entreated his 
Highnefle leave to follow my poore affaires , with 
an eternall oblige to Blazon this honourable favour 
whercfocver I came : He forthwith bade me doe as 
liked me beft • wherewith I tooke my leave, but had 
much confidence in his favour, and went often to ob- 
ferve his Court. In this journey we pafTed through a 
pretty little towne , called iV/^j where we flayed 
while the Iewes kept their Sabbaoth: here a little be. 
fore night , Wine having poflfeft a Ianizary , and one 
other Turke , who rode in my Coach , they fell out 
with two countrey fellowes v and by violence tooke 
an Axe from one of them , not to rob him , but for 
prefentufe thereof, which being done, I gave him 
his Axe againe , as not willing in that place, to have 
fo much as the beholders part in a quarrel!: Theft 
feilowesdogg'd us : the Ianizary they miffed , but at 
mid-night came to our Coach where we flept, and 
opened the cover j whereat I fpeaking in Italian , 
they knew me $ wherefore leaving mee, they drew 
the Turke by nccke, and fhoulders, and gave him two 
s blowes with Scymitars, one over the arme , the other 
upon the head , in fuch fort as we left him behind in 
great danger of death : they fled, I was found there 
all bloudy, and fo taken, had furely the next day 
beene executed, but that within leffe then halfean 
hourc, the hurtperfon comming to his fenfes, cleared 
me, telling how it came,and by whom. 
Thus in twelue dayes, we came to Sophy a, the 
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chicfeCitie (after the Tttrkifh divifion) of Bulgary, 
but according to the other Geography , it (lands in 
^Macedonia, upon the confines ot Thejjaly $ nor hath 
it- yet loft the old Grecian civility, for of all the Cities 
I ever patted either in Chriftendome, or without, I ne- 
ver faw any where a ftranger is lefTe troubled cither 
with affronts y or gaping : it ftands almoft in the midft 
of a long , and fruitful! valley 5 on the North. fide a- 
bout foure miles diftant ,. runnes a ridge of low hils ; 
South-ward three miles of ftands an high , and fteepe 
mountaine, where Snow appeares all theyeare : the 
letves and Christians have here the doores of their 
houfes little above three foot high , which they told 
me was , that , the Turkes might not bring in their 
Horfes, who elfe would ufe them for Stables in their 
travell; which I noted for a figne of greater flavery 
then in other places. 

Here is the Seat of the Beglerbeg or Viceroj of all 
Greece , by the Turkes called Rumely > with many 
brave Meftheetoes, cfpecizlly the great one in the mid- 
die of the Towne, and another on the South-fide, with 
a magnificent Colledge : it hath many ftately Banes 
or Kirevanferabes, and exquifite Bathes, the principall 
hath a hot Fountain? : Here the bufinefle of our Ca- 
ravan ended , nor had my Ianiz>ary much defire to 
take any of new; for he naturally having more of 
the Merchant in him, then of the Souldier % would nob 
goc further for feare of being forced tothewarre* 
wherefore he ftayed twentie dayes at Sophya, till the 
Campe was removed , and the Granz Signior returned 
to Constantinople j Thus I neither f w the Emperottrs 
Perfon , nor the mainebody of the \^irmy ; only 
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herein was my fucceffe (hort : as foone as the laniza- 
ry thought the coaft cleare, we went foure Coaches in 
three dayes to Potarzeeke : the paffage is famous for 
Antiquities : fixtcene, or eighteene miles Eaft-ward 
of Sophy*, we paft over the Hill Rhodope where orfku 
«r lamented his Buridict: it. hath divers inequalities 
of ground , none very fteepe , all covered with Low 
Woods , now watched with divers , who by reafon 
of the frequent robberies there committed ., doe by 
little Brums, give the inhabitants warning of all fuf- 
picious paflengers : in the loweft of thofe defcents 
runnes a little Brooke, of which I eonje&ured, and a 
learned lew, ( to whom I owe moft of my informati- 
on), confirmed, that the old Poets had made the Ri- 
ver Strymon , where the difconfolate Orpheus was 
torne in pieces by the Thracian Dames ; for that place 
hath ever bcene uncertainly reckoned , to Macedonia^ 
Thrace, and Thefaly. 

At laft we came to an high , and large mountaine, 
of a dayes journey overs the lew held it to betfye 
ThermtpyU 5 a place as ftoutly contefted for of old, 
as now the vdtolint with, us 5 herewith he told me 
that EaBerne cuftome of wearing Twhants came 
from thence 5 and that how once the Barbarous peo- 
ple having the Grecian Army at a great advantage, 
there was no other remedy, but that fome few 
ihould make good that narrow paffage , while the 
mains of the Army might cfcape away j there were 
brave Spirits who undertooke it 5 and knowing they 
went to an unevitable death, they had care of no- 
thing but Sepulture , which of old was much regar- 
ded} wherefore each of them carryed his winding 
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fliecte wrapt about his head , and then withlofle of 
their owne lives faved their fellowes : whereupon for 
an honourable mcmoriall of that exploit, the Levan- 
tines ufed to wrap white linnenabmt their heads , and 
thefa/hion fo derived upon the Turke. 

This may be the Story of Leonidas with his three 
hundred Spartanes, but corrupted by time, and tradi- 
tion : when I had confidered the paflage , it feemed 
capable of his relation 5 and this might well be the 
ThermopyU, if they were fo neere the Philippick 
Fields ; for befide his confeflion 5 the tradition of 
divers there inhabiting, and all concordance of Sto- 
ries affaire us , that the Champaigne betweene this 
Ottountaine and Philippopolis , of above fortic or fifty 
miles long,was from that Citie built by Pbitip,calkd 
Campi philippics, famous for the Reman civill warres, 
there decided in two Battels ; the firft betweene Ctfar, 
and Fompeyi The other betweene Auguttu* and 
Marke ^fc^againft Brutm and Cajfius : thePlaine, 
but that it is a Valley , much refembles our Downes 
of Maryborough , where the Saxons zs\t is thought 
had a great Battell : for juft in that manner, there yet 
remained the heapes were the flainc were buried, and 
good part of the Trenches : the two Battels were 
fought fixteene or eightcene miles afunder, as ap- 
peares by the Sepulchm> and thcTrenches; Ctfars, 
was next the Hill 5 the other neerer Philippopolis .• 
which for want of other authorise, I conje&ured 
thus j Firft, in Cafars Battell there dyed but fifteene 
thoufand, two hundred} in the other almoft twice 
as many ; this proportion is made good in the heaps >4 
thofe toward Philipfopoti being greater, and much, 
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more in number then the other: then Cdfar Writes 
that after Pmfty ., and the maine of his Army was 
fled, a refidue not yet difperft retired to a hill fixe 
miles of, which had a River rtinne under it • This 
fquarcs right with a hill on the Swth-fide of Potar- 
zeeke, a liwle Towne betweene the two Campes, and 
where my two dayes abode, gave me ieafure to reade 
C&far his Commentary thereon , which on purpofe 
I carryed to conferrc upon the Place , for the better 
impreffion: This Potarzeeke had it not beene re. 
markeable for the place , was not worth mention ; 
for it is but a fmali Towne reckoning not above foure 
thoufand houfes, but is very pieafant with hilles, and 
a River Southward. 

Hence wepafTed£4#-»W v through the reft of 
the Plaine along the Monuments of Brutus , and Caf 
fim his defeature: the Tumuli are many, fome great, 
fome fmall , more or leflfe clofe together , as the 
(laughter hapned , and reach at leaft eight or nine 
miles in length, extending as it feemes the flight did, 
towards Philipfopolis , now in Turkijh called Pbilibee, 
where in two dayes we arrived. 

A little before the Citie , on the North. fide , wee 
faw the Gran Signior his Stable of Camels , where is 
Place, and Order for five thoufand Camels, which car- 
ry his provifion when he Warres on this fide his Em- 
pirej and then the general! Rendivouz ufes to be in 
thefe Philippick Fields , now termed the Plaine of P#- 
tarzeeke , through which alfo runnes the River M a- 
riff a , in fomc places called Hebru*^1h*\low but very 
broad : over this River at the North entry of Pby- 
tibcefa % vafte Woodden Bridge, more then a quarter 

of 



A Voyage into the Ley ant. z i 



of a mile long j Through the middeft of this Citie > 
from North to South , runnes a ridge of rocky hilles, 
partly taken up with buildings- the reft with Se- 
pultures , among which I found a little Greekechap- 
fell, built in the old Gentiltfmt • as a Greeke told me, 
and it appeares alfo by the round forme, with equal! 
divifion of Altars 5 there remaines nothing remark- 
able : After five dayes ftay , we went foure dayes 
journey through many pretty Townes of Thrace, till 
we came to thechiefe Citie thereof, and one of the 
principall in all Turky : This is Andrinoplc in Turkifb 
Heidrianee, of Hadrian, who repaired it : originally 
it was ftyled Orett& from its Founder j for as the 
Greekes there pretend , it was built by Oreftes Sonne 
to Agamemnon : Vntill the conqueft of Co#(lantina~ 
fie, it was the Turkes Emperiall Seat: North-Eaft 
North, and North-Weft , lye certainc Low and eafie 
hillcs , amongft which glides the little River Tmy % 
from the North- fide, of the Citie to the Weft, where 
meeting a branch of the Marifl* „ it paffes a mile or 
more South-Eaft , where jpynkig with the other 
branch , it runs ftately through the adjoyniog Plaine, 
on which Zerxe* firft Mattered his vafte Array,when 
he had pafled the Hellefcont. 

This Citie among divers other names, hath bcene 
called Trimontium , becaufe it ftands upon three little 
hillcs, or rather one low Hill, with three eminencies ; 
the middeft isthehigheft, andlargeft, upon the top 
whereof, as the crowne, and glory of the other buil- 
dings, ftands a ftately CWefcheeto built by Sultan s$~ 
tyman the Second, with foure high , and curious 
■ Sfl**> at each corner one, as the manner of Turky is $ 
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not upon the Church like out Steeples 9 but from the 
CrotMd^ each of them hath three rounds on the out- 
fide, for the Priesis walkc, and at the top a great 
Globe , and halfe-moonc of Gold : The Body of the 
KMeskeeto like thofe of Conftantimple ( though farre 
more curious ) is at the bottome quadrangular , ha- 
ving foure Stories in heighth 5 the two uppermoft 
fo contraded , as that divifion which quarters the 
two loweft into foure angles apiece, cafts each of 
them into eight j at either angle of the upper ftory is 
a great round Pyramide .• theyfupport theroofe, in 
forme round,and eminent,all covered with Lead, up- 
on the top whereof islet a globe of Gold, whereon 
ftand a golden pillar, m&mhalfc-moone : atthe bot- 
tome of this building are made ten conduits with 
Cocks, on ihcNorikftdc; ahd $s riiany on the South, 
for people to waft before Divirte-Setiticc; to which 
ijfealfoon theJVeft-Jide, in the Church-y ardare thirty, 
or fortie Cocks under a fountaine iofumptuoH* , 3s ex- 
•cepting one at Palermo, I have not feeiie a better in 
ChriJlendome- y on the Eafl-fide are the chiefe Priefts 
lodgings, and garden; round the Church-yard are 
Cloyfters, Bathes, a Colledge with lodging for Priefts, 
and other neceflfary offices, all covered with large 
toundTmneHs of Lead: This edifice is not great, but 
of ftru&ure fo mate, and that fo advantaged by fcitu- 
ation, as renders it not only ftately, and magnificent, 
but with fuch a delicacy as I have not fecne in any o- 
ther place,no not in Italy / Befide this Meskeeto, there 
is another brave one with foure Spyres } built by Sul- 
tan selym,znd many other of two a piece , with faire 
CoMcdges> Cloyfters, and Bathes, equalltothecflfflw- 
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fierks of any one Citie in Chrijlendome , forqualitie, 
though not in number : it hath alfomany faire FUnes, 
all covered in like manner; folikcwife are their Be- 
fefteins, or Exchanges, whereof it hath foure or five, 
fome not much infcriour to ours in London , efpeci- 
ally one, which I guefled halfe a mile in length, and 
richly furnifht with Wares : the chiefe Bridges are 
foure, vafte, and high, all of Stone : from the South- 
hridgeis the beft view of the Citie , where it makes a 
gallant fliew. There yet remaine the walles of the 
oldTowne, which now containe the fourth, and worft 
part, inhabited by Zinganaes, Chrifiians, Iewes y and 
others efteemed as refufe people: A little without 
the Citie North-ward, ftands the Gran Signior his 
Serraglio y with a Parke walled , fome three miles 
cornpaffe : The PaUce is very low, all covered with 
LeadnCmg up for a flat , into a fharpe round , and 
fecmes but like a Garden-boufe for pleafure : it is kept 
by his Kjigemoglans, to entertaine, not only the Gran 
Signior but in his abfence , any Bajhae, or other prin- 
cipal! minifter. 

After ten dayesftay at i^indrinofle , we rode up 
and downe as bufinefle required , to Burgaz, Churlo, 
and divers other pretty Townes, all of them adorned 
with daiqtie UMeskeetoes, Colledges, Hofyitals, Hanes, 
and Bridges .• for it is in Turky as in other King- 
domes $ thenecrer to the Imferiall Citie , the more 
ftately is the countrey inhabited : having thus tra- 
velled fixe dayes, we came to Selibree , of old Selym- 
hrid$ no great Towne, but bigger then the reft, and 
very ancient j the old Caftle and walles not quite de- 
molished : It ftands upon the South-end of a long, 
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but low hill : the other three points areencompaffed 
by Sea, with a rocky, and unfafe Port ; from whence 
on the other fide of the Bay , you may difcerne a 
round Hill , upon which reraaine fome ruines of the 
old Citie Heraclea : Here we ftayed two dayes, then 
with fome diverfion, in three more , wc reacht Con- 
Jiantinople : Thus had we made from SpaUtro fiftie 
two dayes journey , and as many in feverall abodes 5 
ever lodging upon the ground , for the moft part, in 
open Fields • and paffing by land fifteene hundreth 
miles Englijh • not in the dired way , for that had 
beene fhorter, But as led by thebufinefle of the femes, 
who were Patrons of the Caravan : ConBantinople 
by thcTurkes called Stambole , ( which as they told 
me fignifies /4/f£ , and plentie) hath an uncertaine 
originall: is famous for its ruine under the Empe- 
xoux Severus, and its reparation by Confiantine : o- 
ther times it hath beenefackt, but finally Ann.itf 3. 
loft by another Confiantine, as the former fonne to 
another Hellen : in this loflfe it may be faid to gaine j 
for it is fince at an higher glory , then h had before, 
being made Head of a farre greater Empire : of old 
it was ever baited , by the Tbracians on the one fide, 
and Grecians on the other j but now it commands o- 
ver both : I ftayed here but five dayes , wherefore I 
had not leifure for much obfervation : in this haft* 
I put my thoughts upon two points 5 Firft, to view 
the chiefcpublique fights, thentoconfider the judge- 
ment of thofc ancient Emperors, who fo often thought 
of transferring the Seat of the Empire from /tow, 
thither: for the firft 5 the Empmurs Perfon I could 
not fee , who was then at Senfm which is as it were 
~~ part 
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part ofConftantinople, though fevered by the mouth 
of the blacke Sea a mile over : The Seraglio I faw 
as farrcas Strangers ufe , having accede into the fc- 
cond Court: The building low, and outwardly but 
meane * with a low Cloyfter of many {mall pillars : 
the infide I faw not j but an infinite fwarme of of- 
ficers, and Attendants I found, with zfilence, and reve- 
rencefo wonderfull,as fliew'd in what awe they ftand 
of their Soveraigne : A ftones caft from the outcr- 
moft entrance ftands that famous old church Sanfta 
Sophy a ; thence went I to fee the other CMeskeetoes 
that of Mahomet the Second, who wonne the Tmnt $ 
that of Achmat which is the moft fpendidof allj 
info that of Sultan Solyman 1 went to view it through- 
out , but found it no way equail to his other at An- 
drinople, which in my eye is much more Magnificenr, 
then any of thofe at Confiantinople : Then faw I the 
Egyptian obelisk, the Brazen pillar of three Snakes, 
the aquedutt, and many other things , with that hor- 
rid gap made by fire, Ann. 1633. where they re- 
port feventie thoufand houfes to have perilhed : The 
other, and chiefe part of my contemplation, confifted 
imhtfeituationy which of all places , that I ever be- 
held,is the raoft apt, to command the world ; for by 
land it hath immediate commerce with Greece,Thract 
and from Scutari with Kjdfia : By Sea the fontus or 
blacke Sea , and the Marmora or Helle/pont, not only 
furnifti it with infinite ftore of Filh in Port j but rea- 
dily carry their commodies abroad , and bring o- 
thers home $ and which is above all, the mouthes of 
both thofe Seas are fo narrow as no pafTage can be 
forced againft the Cafiles j fo as for ftrcngtb, plentie, 
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and commodities® place can equall it : Then it ftands 
almoft in the middle of the World , and thereby ca- 
pable of performing commands over many Coun- 
tryes, without any great prejudice of diftance- the 
want whereof caufed that the authoritie of Rome, 
could never reach the Parthians, and hardly Germany, 
and raifed that , that maxime left by Augujlus — coer- 
cendos Imperii terminos : for hee who confiders the 
fudden accidents of State, with the difficulties of re- 
mote jF#Ttt,and other dijpatches, muft needs acknow- 
ledge the ncceflitie of (as it were) a CMathematicall 
correfpondencc from the Center, to the Circumference^ 
this perhaps the Crown of Spaine finds too true; whofe 
greatnefTe could not elfe in the skirts of its Empire, 
receive fuch blowes , from fuch pettie enemies as it 
does. In that I obferved no more of fo great a Citie, 
I doe not much accufe my felfc; for the chiefe time 
I had to view , was my firft two dayes,when I lodg- 
ed with the Turkes , in the [lane of tJMehemet Ha/ha; 
afterward I fliifted into chriftian habit , and went o- 
venoGalata, where I was very courteoufly enter- 
tained in the houfe of an Englijh Gentleman, to whom 
I was recommended j Next after I had kitted the 
hands of the right Honourable, Sir Peter Weych Lord 
Embajfadour for His LMajeBy of England, I tooke an 
inftant opportunitie of pafTage for Egypt , upon the 
BlackeSeas Fleet , which three dayes after departed 
for ^Alexandria: here I found the company of a 
French Gentleman,and a Flemijh^ we embarqued up- 
on the AdmirallGaleon, hyring to our (elves the Gun* 
ners Roome, of the Matters thereof, who were two 
Renegadoes that fpake good Italian 5 ftraite wee fet 
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Sayle forth of the Marmora, downe the Htlleftom in 
all 86. Veflcls, in twodayes arrived at Galltppoly, fo 
named of the French , whofe fury hath many old 
Monuments in the Levant j here wee lay ac Anchor 
that night, ftaying for fome CommiJ[ions which were 
to come after, or as I rather conjectured , for newes 
of the Rhodian Gal/yes , which the next day met us a 
little below the Caftlh , to be our Convoy againft 
Fyracy , or Chriftians : Some thirtie miles beneath 
Galliffoly is the (freighted paffage of the Hellejpont, 
not abovehalfea mile broad 5 a place formerly fa- 
mousfor Zerxes his Bridge, but much more glorious 
in the loves of Hero, w&Leander : Thefe Caftles 
called the Dardanelli, command the faff age , and arc 
the fecuritie of Conftantinople on that fide : That up- 
on Europe anciently Seftos, is made with two Towers, 
one within the other s the inmoft higheft, by reafon 
of the rifing ground uponwhich they ftand , each 
bearing the forme of thtce Semi-circles, with the out- 
wall Triangular : The other upon the Afian Shoare, 
is farre ftronger , (landing on the Marifh levell j it is 
of forme fquare with foure round Turrets, at each 
corner one j in the middle before ftands an high 
fquareTimw commanding overall: This formerly 
was named Abydos,x\ox. that the buildings remaine the 
fame,but often reedified in the fame place: we paffed 
foleifurely as gave me time to note the Kjirtillery > 
which I found thin aloft , but plentifull at the bot- 
torne upon the ground , looking out at feverall holes 
made in the foundation of the walles, which (hiking 
in a levell, hits a Ship betweene wind and water, and 
is a plantation much more cfFe&uall thea that above. 
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About fome fortie miles Say le forth of that ftrcighr, 
on the Afianfide, we reacht Cafe Ianizar, anciently 
Promontorium Sigmm , where Troy flood , of which 
nothing remaines to be feene , but a piece of an old 
wall fome fortie or fiftie paces long 3 hard by the Sea, 
and therefore faidby Virgil to have beene built by 
Neptune : So hath that famed Towne now put on 
immortalitie,hw'mgno exiften£,but in Poetry : whofe 
fi&ions by complying with the fancy of man , up- 
hold themfelves beyond the Realitie of their Subjeft : 
Befidethe conceit of fucham//*, I tooke care to 
confider the judgement of Jntiquitie> in ih^Scituation^ 
which I finde not to have beene extraordinary , ei- 
ther forpleafure, commoditie, oxftrength : The Pro- 
montory makes an angle which hath two fides encom- 
pafled by Sea j from South~rve& to Weft 9 with a com- 
pafle turning from Weft to North 5 on the other fide 
lyes a barren fandy Plaine now termed Troade, which 
fome fif teene or twentic miles from Sea , is enviro- 
ned by a ridge of Hilies y the raoft eminent whereof 
the Turkeszt this day call ide 9 whereby I acknow- 
ledged it for that Ida, where Prince Paris retiring 
from all wife affaires of State , and preferment of 
Court, lived an effeminate^ and luxurious life j which 
clad in Fable, fames him there to have preferred Ve~ 
nus before Minerva, and Iuno; and to have given 
her the golden fruit of his youth , for which (he fa- 
voured him in the Rape of Hetten . but becaufe nei- 
ther Minerva nor Tupo aflifted that impreafe^herefore 
it proved both unwife, and diftionourable : About 
two leagues Weft-ward, is the little iland Tenedos, 
kno wne for concealing the Grecian Navy at the taking 
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of Troy : hence fay led we'downe the Archipelago^ 
through thofe lUnd$ fo voyced for Antiquities--^**/-. 
km fine nomine fiaxum : Among them my eye fele- 
<fted Samos, Scio, and Pathmos j for the wind Steering 
larbord drave us within difcovery thereof: Samos is 
the only place in the World , under whofe Rocks 
,- grow Spunges : The people from their infancie , are 
bred up withdry Bisket, and other extenuating Dyer, 
to make them extreme leanej then taking a spunge 
wet in Oyle they hold it 5 part in their raouthes and 
part without, fogoe they underwater, where at fii ft 
they cannot ftay long, but after pra&ife, forne of the 
leaneft ftay above an houre and a halfe , even till ail 
the Oyie of the Spunge be corrupted 5 and by the 
Law of the Hand, none of that Trade is fuflfered to 
marry, untill he have ftayed halfe an houre under 
water j thus they gather Spunges from the bottome 
of rocks,more then an hundred fathom deepe; which 
with many other Stories of thefe I lands was told me 
by certaine Greeks in our Galle$n .• Scfa is remarkeable 
for cwajlicfo not elfe-where found , and there only 
Dponthc South-fide of the Hill, which I thought to 
foe as a plant not enduring the cold winds x or contrary 
vapors of the North y They imputed it to S t .Theo- 
dors teares lead that way to Martyrdome > yet unlefle 
he traverfed much ground, many of thofe trees grow 
where he never came : I applauded their belieftbut 
kept my owne : Pathmos is renowned for many ani- 
ons of Saint John; I fanfiednone, till xhzGreekes 
pointed out a Rocke under which they affirmed to be 
a Grot, wherein hee wrote his Apocalyps : In fome 
points things confecjated are imitated by the ordinary 
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wayes of men; to inftauce in prophane pieces Cfruho- 
met was two yeavesinagrot, writing his Alcoran, the 
Sybils moft lived and prophecied in grots , as my 
felfe havefeene hers at Cum*, as alfo the ftudy and 
habitation of Virgil in agrot,zt mount Pofdifo j many 
old Oracles were delivered out of C aver nes, or Grots* 
in fumme the higheft fanfies of men, haye beene pro- • 
duced in fuch places j which inthofe who have no 
Divine credit, I impute, partly to the privacy , and 
ajpetlot thofe retreats, which being gloomy, ftill, and 
folemne, fettle, and contrail the minde into profound 
fpeculation ; but efpecially to the qualirie of the 
ayrti a thing of maine importance to difpofe the mt : 
thcayre of thofe rocky Cavernes is not fo dampe and 
earthy , as that of dungeons, nor fo immaterial!, or 
wafting, to unfettle and tranfport xkitphantafie, as that 
above ground ; but of a middle temper, wherewith 
it affe&s the braine in fuch a fort as is fitteft to exer- 
cife its inUUetlmtt famine , to the heighth of what its 
compofition beares ; Thus after we had in eleven dayes 
pafled rfic Souther ne , and greateft part of Vlyjfes his 
teri^eares voyage, we came bdQtz Rhodes ,zx. the Eafi 
evdof the ilandwhtxz wecntredthe Windmill Port} 
fo flamed by reafon of m&tfy'.lVmdmills (landing be- 
Fore it; hard by is there another Port more inward, 
for the Gaily es > arid of entrance fo (hallow , as is not 
capable of deepe Veflels : here we ftayed three dayes, * 
which gave me fome view of the place , and that fo 
much the more by being taken for a Spy • for in 
Rhodes is ao pretence of Merchandize for a Chriftian* y 
and but that my excufe of going upon wager into £• 
^^feemcdpoffible, I had here teencloft: yet in 

that 



A Voyage into the Levant. p 

th*tf*jpitiM,(omc of them out of fuch a bravery, as 
I had once before found in their Campe, (hewed raee 
the Palace or Fortrejfe of the Grand auafter former- 
ly, with the Out-works, and three great deepe ditches, 
all cut in the quicke rocke round the Caftle, except 
one part where it joy nes with the chkfe ftreet : then 
they (hewed mee a high window towards thtWeft, 
telling me this Story j that when Sultan Solyman be- 
fiegedtheTowne, there flood in that window, the 
Gran dfafter y with a Nephew of his, and a chiefe En* 
geniere-ythcy confidering the Campjht Engenieretdid 
him they were happy that the enemy knew not the 
advantage of fuch a place pointing to the fide of a 
hill,wherc certains Wind-mills ftand ; for quoth he, 
if they (hould plant the Artillery there, we were loft j 
herewith the young Nephew in hopes of preferment, 
tooke fecrctly fomc Turki/b Arrowes, and from the 
window, (hot them into the Campc, having firft 
writ upon them this difcevery, and his name: they 
being found, the advice was approved,and put in ex^ 
ecution jwhich forced thc7*»w in three dayes to ren- 
der: Solyman according to the Rule of Princes more 
brave, then Politicize, caufedtheTraitortobeputto 
death : This Citie on the Eaft, and North, is encom- 
paffed by Sea j the South, and Weft joyne by land to 
the reft of the lland j it (tends upon a little hill,reach- 
ing to the bottome thereof; it is foure miles from 
the oXdCittie , which flood upon a fteepe high hill, 
where now remaine part of the walks, and a poorc 
Village* 

I toake a Boat td view the place where* the Colojfm 

fto«?<*> at the entry of that Haven : there is not fcft 
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any remainder of that Statue ; but the rocks whereon 
his footing was,are wide enough for two great ships 
to pafleboth together .• why the Caveliers did tranf* 
fer their Seat from the old Citie, to the new, I could 
not iearne, unlefle it were for the Pert 5 which being 
obvious to all commers , they had rather occupy it 
themfelves , then leave it to an invader : within the 
Citie the Armes of France are very frequent, the Spa- 
nijh, and Imperially not in more then two or three pla- 
ces j ours not at all • whereby I proportioned the 
old nationall intereffe in that order: The moft egre- 
gious Monuments of any one GrantMafier, is of Pe- 
ter £ ^Aubijfon a French man thcr,egoverning above ' 
two hundred yearesfince: he amongft other notable 
works, built a round Tower , with many retired 
circles for Combatants : In the Wall before the Ha* 
ven^io fcowrethe mouth thereof, he made two huge 
Braffe Pieces,fo vafte as I never fa w my fixe Cannons, 
whofe mettall could make the lead of them .• In this 
Ilandtht Sunneis fo powerfully and confidnt, as it was 
anciently Dedicate to fhoebu*: they have a kinde of 
Grapcasbigasa Damfen, and of that colour, the 
Vines if watered r beare all the yeare,both ripe* Grapes, 
halfe ripe, and knots j all together upon the fame 
Vine: yet that they may not weare out too foone, 
they ufe to forbearc watering of them in December, 
and Ianuary, during which time they beare nor, till 
after a while that they are watred againe : Vpon my 
firft landing I had efpyed among divers very homu- 
t able Sepultures, one more brave then the reft, and 
new- I enquired whofe it was yzTurke not know- 
ing whence i was, told me it was the Captome fiajha^ 
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flaine the yearc before by two Englifh Ships j and 
therewith gave fuch a Language of our Nam*, and 
threatningtoallwhom they fhould light upon, as 
made me upon all demands profeffe my felfe zScotch- 
man , which being a name nnkno wne to them, faved 
mee, nor did I fuppofeit any quitting of my Coun- 
trey , but rather a y« re at from one corner to the o- 
ther j and when they required more in particular, I 
intending my owne fafetie more then their wBrufti- 
*#,aafwcred the truth both ©f my King, and Country , 
but in theould obfolete Greeke, and Latino titles, 
which was as darke to them as a difcourfe oil fit, and 
ofyris; yet the third day, in the morning, I prying 
lip, and dowae alone,met a Turke who in Italian told 
niee,ah I are you an Englijhman, and with a kinde 
of malicious pofture, laying his forefinger under 
his eye, me thought he had the lookes of a defigne, 
heprefently departed, I got to my Galleon, and durft 
goe to fend no more : The next morne wee departed 
for Alexandria of Egypt, accompanied with ten or- 
dinary Ga/lyes of Rhodes, and three old ones, which 
went to bee fold for fewell: the weather although 
right in Sterne , grew fo high, as the three old Gal- 
leys perifhed, two in the night with all their people, 
the third by day in our fight , but defpairing by 
times made up to a Galleon necre ours, and faved fuch 
of her men who were neither chained, nor otherwife 
encombredj after three dayes full Say le wee arrived 
in Port; Alexandria&xft. built by Alexander the Great, 
was after beautified by many, but efpecially by Pom- 
fey : it beares yet the Monuments of its ancient glo- 
ry r Pillars in great number, and Size both above 
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ground, and below , moft of Porphyry , and other 
iMarblt as firme : The ancient Egyptians had a cu? 
ftomenow notinufej that was to make as great a 
part of the houfe beneath ground as above .• that be- 
low was the moft coftly with Pillars, and rich Pave- 
ments for rcfrefhment being their Summer habitati- 
on :the upper part had the rafter pillars for fliew,but 
not the neareft : above all the reft , there arc three 
ferre beyond any that I ever faw clfe- where :That of 
Iimpiy where his aihes were laid , upon the rocky 
/bore hard by where hee was (laine in a Boat at Sea : 
it is rounds all of one ftone, a kinde of reddifli gray 
Marble, fo wonderfully vaft, as made me falute his 
memory with the Poets Propheticail hayle--7e**/>/*r 
wraqut fepukus-wlw tmbr* fores : it ftands upon a 
fpure-fquare rocky foundation on the South-fide of 
the Townc without the Walles : Within on the 
North towards the Sea are two fquare obtlkkts 
each of one entire (tone full of Egyptian Hytr$gli~ 
fhiksi the one ftanding the other fallen, I thinke ei- 
ther of them thrice as bigge as that at dmfiAntimplt^ 
or the other at Rome, and therefore left behind as to 
heavy for transportation .• neere thefe ofofafos, are 
the mines of Choptfrats Palace high upon the fhore, 
with the private Gate , whereat (hee received her 
Marks Antony after their overthrow at Ailium : two 
ftooes caft further upon another rocke over the ftore 
is yet a round Tower one part of Alexanders Palace, 
where yet in the walles remaines a paflage of Bricke 
Pipes part of a vtndiduBi The Towne is now almoft 
nothing but a white heape of mines j efpecially the 
E*p t 2xdsmtk pacts: The walks were high, and 
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frequently fee with fmall Turrets, but not very 
ftrong except toward the Sea, where they ftand up- 
tin great fteepe rockes; The North y and Weft are 
wafted by the Sea, which makes two Ports, each in 
forme of a halfe-Moonc: betweene them runncs a 
long narrow necke of land joyncd once by a Bridge, 
but now made firme land , with that then an Hand 
called the Hares .-a place which in Ctfars judgement 
did command both the Porr, and Ta wne j of which 
opinion the Turkes now are j and therefore contrary 
to their ufuall cuftome, they have there built a brave 
new Caftle, which anfwers another little one on the 
other point of the Haven •• thefe command the en- 
try broad at leaft a mile, and haife j but how it could 
be done before Artillery came up as Cafar affirmes I 
wonder - nor are the Banks wider by time , as ap* 
peares by the walles, and old circuit of buildings up- 
on the ftoarej on the Weft fide of the Pharos, and 
under protection thereof, is the other Port only for 
Qattyesjs too fall of (helves,and rocks for dcepe bot- 
tomes,: Frefb water is brought ro Alexandrititi a 
large, and deepe channell cut by men, almoft foure- 
fcore miles, through the wilderneffe to the Nile: 
this channell is dry till the River over-flowes, then 
runnes it into the Citie^ but fo low as they are fore'e 
to get it up by chained buckets, and wheeles drawne 
with Oxen j fo is it conveighed,and kept in Ciftertet, 
whereof now there remaine but fixe hundred, of two 
thoufand at the firft: The earth caft out of thofe CVl 
ften$es y h$th made two faire mounts,upon one where* 
ofisfet a. Watch-tower, to give warning of Ships: 
upon the South of the Towne lyes that vaft fandy 
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Plainer* great part taken up with the fait Lake Mureo- 
tit? Eaft-tvard not farre from the Sea, werodetho- 
row a fandy defarr, fome4o,rajlestoif^/^: Alii?. 
gypt where the Nile arrives not, isnothing but a whi- 
tilh Sand bearing no grafle, bat two little weeds, cal- 
led Suhity and Gazu/i, which burnt to afhes, and con- 
veighed to Venice, make the fineft ChriftaM Glajfes: 
yet are there many fort of trees , nourifhed by no 
moifture, but the night dew which is abundant, for 
in Egypt it fcarce raines once in three or foure ages .• 
above all, infinite number of Palmes grow every 
where with Dates zs bigge as both ones thumbs .• In 
the Plaine, the winde drives the Sand into folds, like 
Snm with us ; fo as if any winde ftirre, no tracke of 
ttian, or beafts lafts a quarter of anlioure, wherefore 
to dire& paffengers , there are fet up round Brickc 
pillars,five, or fixe yards high, one within a mile of 
another, which put mee in minde of the Ifraelites 
being guided forth of Egypt by Pillars: Thus in a 
day , and a halfe, came we to Roffetto, formerly Ca- 
mpus j a pretty little Citie, it (lands upon the Nile, 
foure miles from its entry into the Sea : once it was 
famous for all manner of Luxury ; now it want no- 
thing thereto, hut Art, and afoft government : Here 
we hy red a Boat for Gran Cairo, $6o. miles off: In 
fivedayes we arrived, through againft the ftreame,& 
about the higheftof thz Inundation $ for the North- 
tvefh winde helpt us well : All that long way , wee 
fcarce parted foure miles, but wee found a pretty 
Towne upon the banks , likely one of each fide, op- 
pofitej which if Turkifh they were high built, of 
bricke or other firme ftone ? but ifArabijb, add Egypt- 
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tian, the houfes were moft of mud, juft in forme of 
Bee-hives: The Nile at the higheft is ordinary neere 
a mile, and a quarter over, fbmetimes making a great 
plafh of profitable ground j much benefit of the o- 
verflow is made by ditches, and Gardens, watrcd 
with wheeles drawne by Oxen : as farre as the river 
waters, is a blacke mould fo fruitfull , as they doe 
but throw in the feed, and have foure rich harvefts, 
in IcfTe then foure moneths : moft part of the Banks, 
is fet with daintie Sugar Canes, Flaxe, and Rice : In 
the way, the winde failing, our Water-men drawing 
the Boat with ropes from Iand,there came fixe of the 
wild Arabs five, on Horfebacke^ one a foot $ each with 
a Laume, which they can ufe in hand , or dart, very 
dextroufly j our Boat-men rogues of the fame race, 
flood ftill, that they might take the ropes, whereat 
the lamzary, a ftout,and honeft Turke difcharged his 
Harquebuze at the Horfemen , who wheeling about, 
came fpeedily againe, where finding two of us with 
PiftolSjguarding the ropes, and awing our Boatmen, 
they durft not come on 5 nor were they fudden in 
flight, but that the lanizary let flee once more, and as 
feemed to us, tufted through one of their Turbants } 
then away they ran : Finally we arrived at that part 
of Gran Cayr* called Bulakho^ where weegot directi- 
on to the Palace of a Venetian Gentleman the iHuftrif. 
fm$ Signhr Santo Seghezzi, whofe noble way of li- 
ving gives reputation to his Countrey, & protection 
to all travellers in thofe parts .• here my late compa- 
nions flayed but few dayes- for over- come with 
beat, and fpirited by </*wf/M, they haftned to returric 
by lerufalem: I not fo impatient pf the Climate, not 
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loving company ofcbrifiians in Turky , and but rea- 
fonably afl&fed to reliques, left them, and prefumed 
to receive a longer entertainment : wfaercto I found 
an invitall freely noble of ic felfe, and with much re- 
gard to an honourable recommendation of me fcnt 
by bis Exicllemt the Lord Embjfador of ' Heftand at 
Cwftantinofle^Six Corntlim J/4g*;who having known 
my kinfman Sir lames Ilount, and feme others of our 
name: was pleafed in mce, to honour their memory : 
Here my abode in a Family which had there beene 
refident t wentie five yeares , informed me of many 
things, with much certaintic: Firft,I rauft remem- 
ber things upon r*waf conftantly renewed in office^ as 
the multitude of the Meskeetoes^ that is Churches, and 
Chtffds&siZi and tbirtie thoufand; then the noted 
ftreets, foure, andtwentie thoufand, befides petty 
turnings, and divifions • fome of thofe ftreets I have 
found two miles in length, fome not a quarter (o 
long .• every one of them is lockt up in the night, 
withadoore at each end, and guarded 'by a Mm ket- 
tier y whereby fire, robberies, tunmlts^ and other difgr- 
ders are prevented. 

Without thcC/ftf, toward the mtdernejfe y to flop 
fudden incurfions of the Arabs from abroad, there 
Watch on Horfe-backe fouxtSaniacks, with each of 
them zthoHfandRoxfcmt® : Thus is this Citie every 
night in the yeare, gu&rded wfctj eight, andtwentie 
thoufand men. 

Thcfcex^ravagant pr©portious,affgued fuch a Size 
ofthemaine^, as made me defirean entire view 
Aereofj which I got iflfevwail places, butbeft of 
alt from rtie top of the e^^, which is iownded 
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upon a rocky tfcent^ on the Eafi fide of tbzCitie: it 
is not quite decayed, nor diligently kept; but held 
rather as the Bsjhaes Palace, then zFortrejfe • nor did ~ 
Idifcerne any Artillery therein : it was built by the 
old Soldans, and their UMamalukes, and that infirch 
a fort* as teftifies their government to have beenety- 
ranotn,ax\dftately: there yet remainein ohc arched 
place, fortie pillars of ?orphiry zsbiggezs thofetwo 
of Saint UHarkes at Venice : at the foot of this hill is 
a place, fome haifc a mile long, where they exercife 
their great fforfe; hard by ftands a little Houfe, and 
Garden all under the Cajiles view, therein the Ba- 
Jhaes of Or an Cairo , when depofed are kept, untill 
they arc cither preferred; or ftrangled: So Potent is 
that office eftcemed, and fofull or State fecrets, as 
may not be left unaffured / but by Satis fa£iion > or 
Death : beyond this CaftU, lyes the Plaine (andy de- 
fart, which encompafles the Eaft, North, and North- 
west of the Cttiei from the Caftle, to the Nile fome 
three miles through old Cairo, extends an aqneduU 
farre moreftaiely, and vafle, then either that of Con- 
ftantinople, or the other, ztRome: The Nile runnes 
along the South of the Towne to the Weft $ making 
at its firft arrivall, a daintie little lland^ where a- 
mongft many fine buildings, ftandthe Nilfmpe: 
which is a little Cattle, wherein is fet a pillar, with 
fcverall notes declaring the inundAtionzW over Egypt, 
according to each degree , which the water reaches 
upon the pillcr ; Then they fore-fee the future yeares 
tmreafe^ and rate provision accordingly. 

The day when the floud begins, is conftantly the 
Summer Solftm^ the increale is ufually betweene 
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fonrefcore, and a hundred dayes : tlien fuddenly it 
abates, and by the end of November, is within its nar- 
rowed: Banks, about a quarter of a mile broad : The 
caufe of this admirable Inundation, I am not credu- 
lous enough tounderftand s The whole circuit of the 
Citie feemed to me betweene five,and thirtie,0r forty 
miles ; a Venetian who was with me , affirmed it to 
be much more, he proportioned Italian meafure, I 
Engli/h : This large compaffe helps other concur* 
rencies to juftifie the Turkijh reports, how that after 
Selim his firft entry of the Towne,he fpent 4*dayes in 
Combate before he paffed quite thorow : : Thofe Re* 
lations which reftraine Cairo^ intend but of one prin* 
cipall part thereof named Elkhayre from the Founders 
habitation therein, according to which divifion, that 
Burghis but one of five principall,befidcten,or eleven 
more of lefTe name, and alljoyned as London, and 
Wejlminfier: This Citie is built after the Egyptian 
manner, high, and of large ruffe ftone, part of Bricke y 
the fireets narrow r it hath not beene yet above an 
hundred yeares, in the Turkes pofTeffion, wherefore 
the old buildings remainc • but as they decay, the 
new begin to be after the Turki/h manner, poore, lorn 
much of mud, and timber : Yet of the moderne Fa- 
brickes^ mufti except divers new Pallaces, which I 
there have feene, both of * Turkes, and fuch Egyptians^ 
as moft engage againft their owne Countrey , ftndfo 
flourifli in its opprefiion: I have oft gone to view 
them, and their entertainments, fometimes attending 
the iflultrifiimo with whom I lived, otherwhiles ac- 
companied with fome of his Gentlemen : The F daces 
Ifoufld w//A%^Qoftateorflgwn(h outwardly :.■ 
" " the 
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the firft Court Spacious, fet with faire trees forjhade, 
where werefeverall beafts>m& birds rare,and wonder- 
full even in thofe parts- the inner Court joyned to 
delicious Gardens watered with fountaines , and rive* 
lets 3 befide the infinite variecie of ftrange Plantsjhcxc 
wanted no (hade, from trees ofCafia, Oranges^ Le- 
mons,Figs of pbaroae,Tamarinds ? Pdlmes, and others 5 
amongft which paflfe very frequent Camdeons : The 
entry into the houfe, and all the roomes throughout 
are paved with many feverall coloured Marbles, prut 
into fine figures, fo likewife are the walles, but in Mo- 
faikeof a leffecut: The Roofe layed witht'hwart 
beames, a foot,and halfe diftant,all carved.great, and 
double gilt : The windowes with grates of Iron, few 
with Glajfe^s not defiring to keepe out the wind, and 
toavoyd the glimmering of the Sunne, which in thofe 
hot countryes, Glaffe would breake with too much 
^^/^upontheeye.Theflooreis made with forae 
elevations a foot high, where the y fie to eate , and , 
drinke; thofe are covered with rub Tapejtry> the 
lower pavement is to walke upon, where in the chiefe 
dining Chamber , according to the capacitie of the 
roome, is made one or more richly gilt fount aines in 
the upper end of the Chamber,which through fecret 
Pipes, fupplyes in the middle of the roome, a dainty 
Poole,, either round, feu re fquare, triangular, or of 0- 
ther figure, as the place requires $ ufually twentie or 
twentie foure yards about, and almoft two in depth : 
fo neatly kept ; the water focleare, as makes appa- 
rent the exquifite ;!/*/*/£ at the bottomej herein are 
preferveda kindeof fifhof two or three foot longj 
like Barbells, which have oft taken bread out of my 
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hand, fucking it from ray fingers, at top of the wa- 
ter j But that which to mee feeraed more Magnificent 
then all this, was ray entertainment : entring one of 
thcfeRoomes, Ifawatthe upper end, amongft o- 
thers fitting crofTe-legg'd the Lerd of the Palace,wh& 
beckoning to me 10 come, I firft put off my Shoes as 
the reft had done 5 then bowing oftca, with my 
band upon my bread, came neere, where he making 
me fit downe,there attended ten or twelve handforae 
young Pages all clad in Scarlet, with crooked Dag* 
gen, and Scymitars richly gilt ; foureof them came 
with a fheeteof Taffaty, and covered me j another 
held a golden Incenfe with rich perfume, wherewith 
being a little/^***/ they tooke ail away $ next came 
two with fwect water, and kjprinkledmt : after that, 
one brought a Pmelme difh ofCanphe, which when 
I had dranke , another ferved up a draught of excel- 
lent Sherbet : Then began difcourfe , which paflfed 
by interpreter, by reafon of my ignorance in the Ara* 
bicke there fpoken : In their queftions, and replyes, I 
noted the Egyptians to have a touch of the Merchant, 
or lew, with a fpirit not fo Souldier-like, and open, as 
the Twkes\ but more \d$fcerning , and pertinent w in 
fome remote part of the houfe, they have their (table 
ofHerfes, fuch for jhape, as they fay, are not in the 
world, andleafilybeleevcit, but unufefuilin other 
Cemtrycs, by reafon of their tender forfes never ufed 
toany ground batSandi They have one fort of a 
feoiliar race,not a jot outwardly different from other 
Herfes, nor alwayes the kandfmeft-, but they are 
rare j and in fuch eftecmc, as there is aa officer ^ ap- 
pointed to fee the Jtf/^when any of that race is /W'^ 
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to Regifter it, with the colour, and to take teftimny of 
the right brood 5 one of thefe at three yeares eld, is 
ordinarily fold for a tboufandfeeces of eight, fome- 
times more : the reafon is becaufe they will runne, 
without toting or drinking one jot, fouredayes, and 
nights together 5 which fome Egyptians wound a- 
bout the body, andhelpt with litle mute, andlefle 
ficepe, are able to ride j this is of infinite confequence 
upon fudden dijpatches ,to paffe the wiidernefle,where 
neither n^ttr, n®r grajfe is found : from thefe per- 
haps grew the Fable of thofe Pardo-Cameli, or Z>/*- 
medaryes j for feldomc does any r*r#/* of Nature, 
efcapc thzfabuUu* attaques of fancy : There are ma- 
ny fpacious places intht Citie, which in the Rivers 
over-flow* are daintie Pooles called Byrkhaes, and 
of great refrefhrnent , asalfo the Calhti , which is a 
€hannell cut through part of the Citie, from the 
Nile, into a Plaine on the North, where it makes a 
fruitful! plafh of at leaft ten, or twelue mile com- 
pare, affording alfb many rivelets to the Gardens ; . in 
thefe Byrkhaes, and Cdhis, towards evening, are ma- 
ny hundreds wafting themfclves,in the raeanc while 
divers pafleup, and down with Pipes, & RoguyFidle^ 
in Boats, Ml of Fruits, Sherbets, and good banque- 
ting fluff e to fell j after the Rivers faIl,thofe places are 
grcene for a while, then burn to fand:Notwithftand- 
ing the exceffive compafle of this Citie, it is populous 
beyond all proportion; for as we rid up, and downe, 
the principal! Streets werefb throng d with people, 
astheMaftersof o\xt^A{fes, went alwayes before,, 
flioving, and crying Bdaharack, that is, make roome . ; 
fuch infinite fwartnes of Arabs, and Indians flocke to 
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the plentie, and pleafures of Gran Cairo ; fo as I there 
heard from divers honourable pcrions, that not long 
fince, they had a plague, which in one yeare fwept a 
way eighteene hundred thoufand, andodde , yet Within 
lefle then fiveyeares after, there was more throng of 
people, then ever they had knowne.* All difeafes 
there are rifer in Winterjefpecially the plague, which 
atthe Summer Sotfiice fuddenly ceafes. 

When the winde&ts South ward, ( whether it bee 
the Spices of * Ethiopia, or nor, is uncertaine, ) it is fo 
odoriferous as any Spanish Glove,and fo hot,as when 
it held long, it fo corrupted my flomacke, as till the 
winde changed , no meate went through me, fome- 
times, nine or ten dayes together: on the South-end 
of the Citie, is yet remaining the round tower, where- 
in Pharaoes daughter lived, when fhee found CKofes 
in the River, which runnes not above a Bowes fhoot 
off: hard by are Iofephs feven Granaries , or rather 
fome of their ruined walks left, and foure of them 
fo repaired,as ferve to keepethe^%wcorne:Three 
or foure miles out of Towne Northward^ is a place 
called CMaterea, with a Tree of Pharaoes Figs, un- 
der which Fame goes, that the Virgine tMary refted 
vtiihchrifim herlappe, and wafted him in a well 
thereby, when the feareof /ftWmadeherflye into 
Egypt : there is in memory thereof, a ChappeUbuilt 
of no long time j me thoughts the Tree feemed the 
oldejimthc Garden , and fo moft probably chofefor 
the Story : I asked my Ianizary how long thofe kinde 
of Fig-trees ufed to laftj hce told me halfc an hun- 
dred ycares, or there about : yet I noted that if this 
tree fhould f aile , nevertheless that place hath many 
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others of the fame kiode, ready to take the reputation 
upon them .• many rarities of living creatures I law 
in Gran Cairo : but the moft ingenious was a neft of 
fourc-legg'd Serpents, of two foot long, blacke,and 
ugly, kept by a Frenchman, who when he came to 
handle them, they would not endure him, but ranne, 
and hid in their bole ; then would hee take his Cit~ 
terne^ and play upon it ; they hearing the Mufique, 
came all crawling to his feet,and began to climbe up 
him, till he gave over playing, then away they ran : 
Nar-isthis ftrangeriniV<i/w<r, to fee fach creatures 
delight in founds delightfull to us , then to fee them 
relifh fuch meats , as rciifh with us : the fine argues a 
conformitie to our compofition in one o£ourfenfesi the 
other in another. 

Twelve miles South-weft of the Citie, on the other 
fide of the River , ftand the three oldeft, and yet moft 
entire Vjr amides : The largeft I entred ioto,do wne a 
defcent % fome thirties paces, then creeping through a 
paffage almofl: choaked up with fand, wee found a 
darke afcent through a paflage betweene great Mar* 
hie ftones, without ftayres, only little footing cut on 
each fide 5 here wepaft with every one a Candle in 
one hand, and a PiBollin theother,for fearc of rogues, 
who often murther, and rifle inthofe Cavernes : I 
found two largc,fquare Chambers in the middlejthc 
one emptic, the other had in the midfti a Sepulture 
open, and emptie, about a yard, and anhaife higfy 
as much wide, and within not above two yards long: 
the Stone feemesakindeofred Porpbyrie, but is nor, 
for it founds better then a Bell : it is fixt in the fowl* 
duion, nor can ever be borne away,as too biggefor * 

the: 



4^ A Voyage into the tenant* 

». ■ i. ■■ ■■ ■ ■ — . — - — - ■ — -- 

the paflage : This being the ancienteft Monument in 
the world, encouraged me againft the opinion of 
our decay in ftature from our forefathers : The Ieves 
pretend thofc three Pyr amides to have beene built by 
Pharaoh, who drowned in the Red Sea : the little one 
for an oncly Daughter of his, the greater for his 
Wife: but the faircft intended for Him f elf e^ miftof 
his hdy y loft in the Sea : I fufpe&ed them to affettz 
glory in the renowne of their Enemy : for Herodotus 
much mote authentique fathers the chief e upon Cheops y 
nor is there any Bride , whereof Pharaoes buildings 
confifted. 

The forme is quadrangular •, lettering by equall de- 
grees, from almoft a quarter of a mile each flat at 
the bottome,unto a fquare at the top,little more then 
three yards angular : the ftones arc exceflive great ; 
and as bigge above as beneath : all of an even foure- 
fquare : that which made the building eaite, and held 
it fo long together, is the fofture of the ftones, not 
iaid in an even flat upon one another, as in other Fa- 
hricks ; but begun at the Bafis upon firme Rnie y 
with the firft rowe of ftones laid flopeling,their out. 
fide a foote higher then the infide : which continues 
the famtpojfareto the very top, and makes the whole 
building fet inward, andfo without mortar, fatten 
ofitfelft: each upper ftone retyres fomc halft a 
foot ihort of that whereon k lyes 5 this fbarpehs 
the bulke by juft degrees upward, and makes the out- 
ward afewt very cafie: but in a coumrey where there 
were any raine, it would fettle the water, and decay 
the building. 
Thcreare about fixteene or eightecne other Pyra- 
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mydes, extending South-ward, a matter of twelue or 
fourtcene miles: they are faid to be of Kings farrc 
lefle ancient then this , and yet though of the fame 
ftone, ruined extreamely • only wanting that pofture 
of theflones: This vrondcvfall Pyramide is recorded 
to hare beene twentie yeares a building , with three 
hundred thoufand men and more , in continuall em- 
ploy meat, which if the ftone came from the Red Sea* 
is very credible $ but perhaps part was cut from thofe 
rocks under the fand hard by where it ftands : with- 
in two Bowes flioot hereof, is a Rocke of fomc fortie 
yards circumference , and twelue or fourteene high, 
cut into the forme of a mans head^ perhaps Memnons, 
famous for its founding at the Sun-rife, the Egyj>ti~ 
ans, and Iewes with us, told us it gave Oracles of old, 
and alfo that it was hollow at the top 5 wherein they 
had fecne fomc enter, and come out at the Pyramide : 
then I foone believed the Oracle ; and efteeme all the 
reft to have beene fuch , rather then either by vapor, 
though not impoffible j or Bemoniacke > which re. 
quire too much credulitie , for me : All that part of 
thePlaine, forbetweene twentie or thirtie miles in 
length, and little leffe in breadth, hath ever beene the 
place o£ Sepulture , for thofe three Cities where now 
is Gran Cairo . that is Babylon, ( not that of Perfia,) 
CWtmphk, and Cairo : the Souther part belonged to 
Memphk , which was the ancientcft , and ftood moft 
part on that fide of Nile-, thofe bodies are the bed 
Mummy, and were buryed before the Ifraelites depar- 
ture ; one of which sepultures being opened , I went 
do wne, tyed by a cord, defcending as into a well, ten 
or twelue fathom, leaving a I4nkary, and two of our 
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company, at the top, to awe the K^Arabs, who often 
leave Strangers within , and returnc when they are 
ftarvedjta rifle them j the place fo low as I was faine 
to creepe , and all full of a dry fand where moifture 
never comes j that preferves the bodies , as much as 
the embalming • Infomuch as I have feene fome of 
the Linnen,not touched by the embalming,, to remains 
perfed white, and found ; fo many thou [and yt 'ares -, 
will things endure , when untoucht by moifture, the 
fole caufe of putrifaftion : The bodies lye, moft of 
them in the [and, fome in an open (tone, with an hol^ 
low hewed therein ; they are not beyond our ordi- 
nary proportions j in the pitch of the breaft , is fet a 
little idoll, the head of humane fhape, with a prop un- 
der the chin : they are as bigge as ones middle fin- 
ger , with Hyeroglipbicks on the backe; and made of 
ftone, or rather baked mortar * their being among the 
Dead,madc me fuppofe them pieces Religion ; which 
with their old Hieroglyphich x in vaine I fearcht to in- 
terpret. 

Above all the Antiquities o>£ Egypt, I fought to un* 
derftand , that admirable Table of ifis , not mentio- 
ned in Plutarch , andflenderly unfolded by Pignoria, 
but compleatly expreft in the antique Egyptian Mo* 
nument of Br ajfe, lately Printed in Italy : it is thought 
under the Ceremonies of ifo and ofiris , tocontaine 
that three-fold wifdome of the old Egyptian Kings, 
and Priefts : the one about the Nature of their Nile, 
andSoyki the other concerning the Policie of their 
State: in the third was vayled the moil important 
pieces of their Philosophy* 

To get information hereof, I followed the old 
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examples, firft ufed by Herodotus ,thcn by luliusCafar, 
and after by Germanicus j which was to enquire of 
Priefts , who ( if any ) were like ro know fomewhat 
in their owne antiquities : I was htlpt by an Interpre- 
ter, to the fpeech of three Egyptian Priefts , but found 
them utterly ignorant of all things not CMahometan? 
Nor can I wonder 5 for in the courfc of vicifotudc, 
the Egyptian fuperftition as the anciemesl in the world, 
is likely to be the moft cleane loft h and all Super ftiti- 
*ns> being in efeff but jugtings, have the fate of fuch 
tricks, that is, while new to bcadmired, but in time to 
grow ridiculous to fuch as difcerne their knavery, and 
ftale to thofe who doe not 5 thereupon the Priefts, 
like other ImpoBors, when their devices began to rake 
but coldly , changed them : This caufed among the 
Heathen new D&tirines , and Ceremonies Ecclefiaftiquc 
in fcverall ages-, feldome all at a clap , but by de- 
grees as occafion,and the Peoples guft required • nor 
ever happens a more fudden occafion of innovation 
herein, then that of conqucft ^ therefore whatfoever 
little memory of old Ceremonies , might have beene 
left in Egypt , hath utterly perifhed in their frequent 
fipprejfionsi efpecially in thofe two of late ages ; this 
of the Turkes ; and the former of the Circajpan CMa- 
malukes; which befide the change of ceremony, have 
corrupted all the ingenious fancy*&i that Nation into 
ignorance, and malice : Thus is fayled that fuceeffioa 
of knowledge % which by word of mouth ufcth to be 
delivered from one generation, to another* nor is 
there any reparation made by way of Bookes: The 
maine reafons why the naked CUythiologicall part of 
the Heathen Religions 9 was not expreft in writing, 
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were two : Firft, it would have expofed them to the 
expositions of many 5 whereby the fcvzvz\\fanfies> aad 
interejjes of men, cither out of opinion, wdefignc, 
would have raifed pernicious Herefies* as appeares m 
the Alcoran and Tdmud: therefore Numa Pompilius, 
having writ Books of that kinde, caufed them to be 
buryed with him j and when (many ages after) they 
hapned tobe found , the Prxtor protefted to the Sc+ 
Mf^thatthey would deftroy the Religion, if publifli- 
ed § whereupon they were burnt : The other reafore 
was , becaufe the inftimtions of their Religions were 
addreft , not to the wife, who arc fofew, as not to 
be reckoned of, but to the multitude, which arepaffio- 
nate, not judicious : wherefore they were not put in- 
to a rational 'way of difcourfe, which had ierved 
them up to the understandings but rather a&ed in 
fuch manner, as might moove the Senfes, thereby 
raifing fuch paflions as were to the advantage of their 
Relighn; Hence came the perfumes, and daintie Mu* 
jkpe in their Temples $ the fantafiique veftment of* 
their Priejts j their folemnc Sacrifices, Figures, Sta- 
tes, and Procefftons s which in ncvffuperjistiens,wctc 
altred, with contempt of the former i yet in tht 
mainc point they all agreed j that was toamraufe, 
andentertainethe imaginative part of the minde, be- 
fooling thzimeUel&aBi fo the Ceremonies* renewed; 
not alwayes utterly different, nor the fame j but fol- 
lowing the State reafons y and popular Gufi: juft like * 
the weeds of cachycarc,not ever of the former kinde, 
but according to the Soyle, and Seafon: Now for 
thefe paf tons , thofe fenfible folemntties were excel-, 
katly fitted : Yet becaufe there were forae difceroing 
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Souks h to engage them they were admitted to the 
infide of their devices , and called Sdcris mitiati, and 
fo were either taken with the my fiery, or at Jeaft, with 
the favour to thcmfelves , and profit of the Repnb- 
toque , the latter fort in love connived j the others 
were con jured, as they did dread the revenge of the 
Godsjicvcr to divulge thofe myftkaUfecrets; w ch alfo 
was, becaufe they were either cruell, impure, and bar- 
rid, (for with fuch humors they complyed, as well as 
with the vertuous ) or that they contained fome pro- 
found reach of State, or Philofophy beyond vulgar ca- 
pacities^ adores eafily,but pierces not} and that cre- 
dulous reverence^ much advanced by a folemnecon- 
cealement — Cupidine hummingenii , libtntius ohfeur* 
creduntur : Therefore it is not hypocrifie, but a nccef- 
fary regard to the vaine nature of man, which forces 
moft Religions to muffle toward the vulgar, concea- 
ling fome of their infide, either in Byerogliphicks, F4+ 
bles, Types, Parables,, ot Schoole diftin&ions , and 
ftrangc Language -all which doc cquaUy obfeure to. 
popular capacitic, and are chofen according to the 
Genius of the Age,or Dodrine: Hereby were all fort 
of wits entertained with a reverent Satufoftion^ the 
deeper in the ktrnelt\ .the (hallow in thtfhett: Thus * 
is all light of Egypts old devotion, almoft quite ex- 
tindl: How as for the Iufiice , and Governments it is* 
perfe&Iy Turkifc and therefore not to be fet downe 
apart} only it exceeds all other parts of Turky for 
rigour, and extortion j the rcafon is becaufe the Turkey 
well knowes the Egyptian 'nature, above all other N*-~ 
tionst to be mdtaom, treaeberom^ and effeminate, and 
therefore dangerous, not fit for Armes, or my other 
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truftj nor capable of being ruled by a fweet hand: 
Wherefore among them, are more frequent, arid 
horrid executions , then in the reft otTurky, as Empa- 
ling,Gannchmg 7 l Haying dlivc>Cuttingoffby the Wafte 
with a red hot Iron, Ojnting with Honey in the Sunne, 
hanging by the Hootrflanting in burning Lime,md the 
like : in my two moneths flay, I fa w divers fearefuli 
examples} efpecially twoj one at Gran Cairo, of a 
Fellow , who in malice fired his neighbours Houfe : 
He was ftrft Flayed alive , with fuch Art , as he was 
more then three houres a dying 5 then was his Skin 
fluffed with Chaff e, and borne flradiiog upon an Ajfc 
up and downe the Towne. 

The other was of three Arabs , who robbed in the 
wildernefle betweene Roffettomd Alexandria $ they 
were taken at a place called Maidyah, where at my re- 
turne I faw execution done in this manner: They 
were laid naked upon the ground , rheir face downc- 
ward, their hands and legstyed abroad to flakes- 
then came the Hangman , who putting their owne 
halfe-pikes in at the Fundament did with a Beetle, 
drive them up leifurely , till they came out at the 
Head,ot Shoulder • two of them dyed fuddenly , but 
the third whom the Pike had, not toucht neither 
in the heart, not hraine, would have lived longer, had 
not the ftanders by daflit out his braines\ then were 
they tyed upright, to flakes driven in the high way, 
and fo left : Now the Turke to breake the fpirits of 
this People the more, opprefTcs them with a heavier 
povertie , then any of his other Mahometan Subje&sj 
and therefore if there be one Vt&ier , more ravenous 
then other, he fends him thither , and connives at ail 
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his extortions, though afterwards , according to the 
Turkijh Policy, he knowes how to fquecze him into 
the Treafury-y fo fatisfying the People, the Prince 
drey ncs them , and they difcerne him no otherwife, 
then as their revenger. 

This Vizier Bajhae who now go vernes carried with 
him from Cmfttwnofle , a Ship laded with Time at 
his arrivall , hee tooke a Catalegue of all wealthy 
Perfons 5 then to every man excepting fuch as were 
ingaged in favour of the State , hee fent a piece of 
Time, mote or lefle, according to theabilitie of 
the Perfon , and demanded of each > fo exceffive a 
price, as generally it was not worth the fift part, of 
what they paid : It is the cuftome of the ottoman 
Crownc,to preferve the old Liberties, to all Goun- 
tryes who come in voluntary ; which in Scio, ando- 
thcr lUnds of the Arches , it hath for examples fake, 
maintained very honourably , till juft caufe was to 
the contrary : but thofe whom they take by con- 
queft , they ufe as a booty , without pretending any 
humanitie , more then what is for the profit of the 
Conquerourj which moft Conquerours doe in ef- 
fect , although not being fo abfolute as the Gun Sig* 
nhr r they are faigne to give the world more fatisfa- 
iftionin the poore counterfeits of luftice* Zeale, Clc* 
mency* P^%^^^ and the like : the Egyptians un- 
der jtheir Circdjpan Mamalvkes, were defended againft 
Sultan Selim,\ikc a flocke of fheepe kept by fierce Ma- 
flives, from the Woolfe ; wherefore hisbloudy vi- 
#oiy made him rage the more* fo that aftet be had; 
flaine all the Ctrcafkns, and topt the reft, he was not 
like Rhumb concent with the fift part, but woke*!!, 
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leaving no man owner of a toot of ground j and di- 
vided the Land into Farmes . the leaft Farme payes 
oaepurfc, fometwo or three according to its pro- 
portion ; each purfe is eight hundred pceces of eight : 
the fixt rent the Bajhac muft constantly make good to 
the Crawne j he every yeare places , or difplaces the 
Farmers , as they outvy one another in gift to him : - 
the fet Rent never alters and is eightecne hundred 
thoufand Zeccbeem ycarely j a Zcccheene Tnrkifh I va- 
lue nine diallings fterlitu 

This is proportioned into three equall portions; 
one is fet out to furnifh the annuall Pilgrimage to 
xMtcba\ the fecond payes the swldicry , with all o- 
ther Offices , and Services publique for that Kiftg- 
domjthe laft third goes cleare into the Checquer: thefe 
Farmes are moft in the hands of Egyptian $ befide 
which, there want not r*>»rfrm r that is F cades given 
to Turkijh Horfemen with obligation of Service in 
Warre,and to awe both neighboured fubje&s. 

When Selim had Conquered this Kingdorae , he 
boafted hee had taken a Farme to feed his Agemo- 
glans : wherein his judgement was the fame with 
the Remans , who eftcemed it the Granary of their 
Rcfublupet, wherefore the Turke at this day , em- 
ployes the Egyptians, rather that way, then to armies j 
for he hath of them inroled touldiers , but fourteenc 
thoufand, and when any of thofe dye, hecontinues 
the pay to his Wife , and Children: whereby with- 
out icandall, the Nation is made effeminate, and dif- 
*rmed-> which is the maxime he holds upon that falfe, 
and dangerous people : Hee ufed till within this fif- 
teene, ortwentieyeares, to make (as in his other 
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Jcingdomes,) moft of their Judges of the Natives, but 
they according to that Climate, were found damna- 
bly corrupt, and dif-afft&ionate to the X*rkijbz£* 
faires . wherefore now having made fure of that 
Countrey , hee hath without any further refped: of 
them, made a Decree , that none (hall be capable of 
being a Iudge amongft them, but a natural! borne 
Turk, whereby the Iuftice is excellently reformed $ 
Specially towards Strangers, who before had no 
Prote&ion , befide povertic, to fave them from falfc 
witneffe, which ihared them as a Booty betweene the 
Judge, and the accufers : Having thus at Gran C4ir* $ 
enquired of fuch points, as are peculiar to that King- 
dome, I thought of my departure, which I purpofed 
to dired: in fcarch pf fomc further antiquitie $ Firft, 
I asked for the famous old Temple oi Vulcan j but 
could noc heare any remainder of it,nor any acknow- 
ledgement of Input Hamnten , who gave Oracles in 
the Weft <A Egypt :■ Then I defired to view thepaf- 
ftge ofMoyfes into the RedSea,not above three dayes 
off, but ihelewes told me that the precife place is not 
now knowtie within lcflfe then the fpaceof a dayes 
journey along the Shore; whereforel left that as too 
uncertaine for any obfervation 5 and went by Camell 
two dayes journey smh-eaft, xo fee certaine great 
xtik&s fome fifteen miles from the River;I had hoped 
they might have proved the remainder of the Labo- 
rinth, or Pyr amides built by the twelue Kings in the 
XakeofAtewj but leather by the Pillars, andTw- 
rets, gueffed them to have beene fjine regall Palace ; 
in our going thirher, there hapneda little whirle- 
winde which drave the faad fo upon us , as we were 

H almoft 



;6 A Voyage into the Lrpant. 

almoft loft j for divers times paffengers therewith 
overwhelmcd,man andbeaft are not found, till many 
ages after, when another wind discovers them 5 oftr 
otfly remedy Was to torne our Camels buttocks to the 
winde, till the place where they ftood was become a 
pit* asdeepeaithey could well goe out off, then re- 
moving a little forward, make another ftand, till we 
grew againe environed j in this manner paffing out an 
houre, till the wind ceafed : This fright made us re* 
tulrde neerer the Nile, where I faw two Crocodiles run- 
ning together, in a muddy plafh, the one about fbure 
foot long, the other not above two. v 

At my comming backe, I began to thinke of going 
downeto Alexandria, and from thence by Sea to 
/<£p*>purpofing to returnc home by Ierufalem, which 
by Land is fifteene dayes journey on this fide Gran 
Cairo: Then tooke I my leave of the llluftrifima 
Signior SantioSeghezzi whofe ufage of race all this 
while, and now at departure , was fo honourable, as 
might fcrvc for pattcrne to each noble Spirit, 

It being now forward in November * with the wa- 
ters abatement began Egyfts Spring $ all thebankes 
fogreene, fragrant and delicious, as if a new Paradict 
were up j the River fhrunke generally into little more 
then a quarter of a roife broad ; which cauftdone 
unpleafingfpcftadei that was of many wild Arabs, 
often teftot twelue together,, fwimming croflfe to rob 
Villages % and Pajfengcrs : they fitft wrappe their thin 
blew Coate about their head, then tye their Lance to 
their fide j fo naked fwimme over the River, which 
I had alfo feene at my going up , when the floud was 
nigh a mile and quarter over jbut not fo frequent •, my 
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two Unizdrjes with their Harquebuza , arid I with a 
Piftoll, awed them , that they do tft not affstult rhe 
Boat; nor were they able to ufe the Launce (fwim- 
tning), more then with one hand, and that but weake- 
ly : In this Foure dayes paflage to Rtflett* , I enqui- 
red of the Delta , and the Nties feven ftreames j the 
Delta is Co named, from the forme of that Lettered 
is all that part of Egypt, which lyes betweene the 
two branches <*f Rtfcm, and Damiata 5 the firft par- 
ting of which ftreames is about twentie miles below 
Gran Cdir* 5 part of this De/td, I had often heard by 
fome of the lcarnedcr Jems, to have beene the Land 
of 6*jhe*. - 

Nik had of old feaven ftreames, fivenaturall,and 
two cut by labour, to ferve onely in the overflowe, 
there no w remaine onely three,onc artificial I, which 
in the inundation, fcxvv&Alcxdndrid: thetwonatu- 
rail ones are that of elujjum, now called Ddmiatd, 
and the other of c**of$is^ now Roffttn $ • this later is 
of late, fo choaked, as at the entrance into the fea, 
fluppes are faigne to unlade, and after a fmall paflage, 
to ladcagainc, another hath quite furred up within 
Iefle then thirty yeares whereof there are three caufes 
doubted j fitft thcgravell borne downe In thefl$ud, 
for then die water is as gravelly as a pudle in the high 
way j Secondly the fand blowne therein, by the 
winde from thebankes; if itbeeitherof thefey it 
may alter thecourfeof the river, as in part it hath 
done formerly, which might be the mine of the 
Cittyes, but not of thekingdome: the third rea- 
fon, is fomedefed, or diverfion from above to- 
wards the fctmtainejthat would-be the deftru#ion of 
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all j but is not generally believed ; yet mee thinkes, 
might well be fufpe&cd , becaufe though Co many 
ftreatnes are ftopt , the reft run not higher then be- 
fore j whieh they fay the many ditches made of late 
ages,are thecaufe off: The water taftes juft like new 
milke, but fomewhat nitrous, and if dranke as in the 
river, troubled, it caufes in ftrangers, a flux • which 
to prevent, they take a gallon, or more, of that wa- 
ter , and it they have not time to let it fettle , they 
caft therein three or foure bruifed 4f/a«0<&i they in 
kffe then an hourc clarifie it like Chrijtall; which* 
effect they have upon no other water, and thereby 
fliew'd thcferfeclion of that. 

At Iaft arrived at Rojfette , and fo by Mule paffed 
to Alexandria, I purpofed from thence to take a voy- 
age for itffA 5 which paflfage, I rather chofe,then the 
other of Damiatd , much neerer , but more infefted 
with Pyrdts : Here one day, I went to view the Pore 
of Gallyes, but was {Severely prohibited : this Teeming 
contrary to the ufuatl freedomc of Tarky , made me 
fufpeft fome notable defect in that harbour , which 
might hereafter, be made ufe off; whereupon I went 
the next day fectetly, unto a high decayed peece of a 
Turret, upon the wall oyer that Haven, t<» take a con- 
fiderate view thereof: my accefTe wasefpyed, and 
dog'd , by an Egyptian , one as I thinke, of the Gan 
rifon hard by , whofe violence produced an accident 
that made me forget all my other dejignes,and flye for 
fafetie of my life, unto a little French Barke, which I 
knew was that day,to depart for Sicily : We had not 
fayled above five , or fixe leagues, but we faw a Spt- 
ftae/cof aftraine beyond the Spirit of thefe times : 
it 
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it was thus : a Maitefe gave chace to a Greek* VefTell, 
in fearch of Turkes , or Turkifh goods j the Greek 
laded with Turkifh goods, made up to us, who carry- 
ing no Flag, he judged Turkes $ but when at hand, we 
appeared Chriftians % and from us no helpe to be had, 
He yielded : upon the Veflell,were foure Turks-, three 
iiiflfered themfelves to be taken prifoners 5 the fourth 
( wee all looking on ) ran up to the Sterne, where ta- 
king a peece of cord, he tyed his feet,and one of his 
hands together; then threw himfelfe head-long into 
the Sea j iti which refolutc end , he fliewed by what 
a fhort paffage, many a yeares mifery may be preven- 
ted, where other reafons, or feare masked in them* 
enthrall not. 

Our Barke had twice before beene taken by the 
Turkes, and ranfomed 5 this Voyage met none, nor 
any notable danger , excepting one ftorme, wherein 
we had like to have Split upon the rocks of Candy j 
Finally , after twelue dayes, we came to siragofam 
Sicily , from whence we went to CWeftna, and fo to 
Palermo 5 whofe delicacies, with my noble entertain- 
ment, in the houfc of a French Gentleman, there Con- 
full generally his Nation, flayed me to take a leifure- 
able view of that Kingdome , whofe Cuftomes, and 
Government, are fo perfectly Spanijh> as need not to 
be fet downe apart j efpccially , this tlemoriall ha- 
ving not undertaken beyond the affaires of Turky^ 
muft not meddle with thofe of Chrijtendome j onely 
I may upon this Countrey, remember an Item given, 
me by a very underfhndingTVwkj in one part of the - 
Archipelago , our Captaine, who went Admirallto the 
whole Armado, caufed many of the Galleons, to be 
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linkc with Cables ; this I knew dangerous among fo 
many llands, and at length we began to fall foule one 
upon another j whereupon I asked the Turks why wc 
rode fo linked ; hcreplyed for to be ready all toge- 
ther, if we light upon the Malsefi^ with that, under 
colour of magnifying them , I defired to lcarne ho w 
they undcrftood Malta , and fo told him I wondred 
they would fuffer fuch a fpot of earth to trouble 
them, and not rather deftroy it, when they had fome 
Spare time from greater enterprises : He anfwered, 
that they would no more attempt Ctealta, but rather 
Sicily , which had better landing , and was abler to 
maintainean Army; andwhofe People having fu£ 
fered under the French, and Spaniard extremely, and 
finding tio hopes in any other Ckriftian Prince, are not 
much averfe from the Turkifl* Government ; then 
( quoth he) if Sicily were ours , Malta muft come in 
without blows, as vi&ualled from Sicily ,and no way 
able to fubfift, when we were on both fides of it : this 
difcourfe I could never efteeme to the full, till I had 
beencin S#//y, and principally once, when I heard 
fome of them not fticke to iay , that the Greekes lived 
happier under the Turkcs, tbew they under the Sfani- 
ards : yet I muft note alfo , that of all xkxtChrifiim 
States ^ the Turkes are the wofrflr provided to ^deaie 
with the Sfanijhy for of all *>uhcrs^ that rooft fifb- 
fills on Fortreffes, which would prove hard knots to 
the Turfo, whofe Nature and Ctedet sMiiitary,are not 
in any one point fojnuch,defe&ive, as in that of 
Skge : from Palermo, I rode noTrapm/, from thence 
I embarqued for Naples, whofe rarities entertained 
mefoiseday€S,*hen went i by Rome jfo by Florence^ 
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znd Bologna, to Venice $ where I arrived the eleventh 
moneth after nay departure from thence: having in 
that time, according to the moft received divifions of 
Turky $ bcene in nine Kingdomes thereof, and pafled 
fixe thoufand miles, and upward, mod part by land. 
Thus have I fet downe fuch obfervations, as were 
ofpaflage/^^, and naturally borne along, with the 
places whereon I tooke themj Now follow the more 
dJtratfzad generall concerning the Institutions of the 
whole Empire $ wherein I take but the accounts of a 
reckoning made in haft , and therefore fubjedi to the 
difadvantage of a hafty view, that is, to over-flip 
many things, and to fee the reft bmfuperficially : yet 
ufually quicke glances , take in the moft eminent pee- 
ces$ amongft which there arefome like the dye of 
Scarlet t better difcerned by apaffing eye, then a fixt j 
of this nature I efteeme the morall points of beha- 
viour ; a new Commer apprehends them with a 
judgement frejh, andjincere, which farther familiari- 
tie corrupts with affettion, or hatred, according as it 
meets a diftofition conforme, or contrary : The moft 
important parts of all States arc foure, Armet, Reli- 
gion, luftice ,and Morall Cuftomes : in treating of thefe, 
moft mefi fet downe what they fliould be , and ufe to 
regulate that By their owne filly education, and recei- 
ved opinions guided by fublimitits, and moralities ima- 
ginary j this I leave to Vtopiam who doating on their 
fhantasllque fuppofals, fliew their owne capacitie, or 
hypocrifie, and no more : I in reraembring the Turki/H* 
iaftitutions, will only Regifter what I found them, 
nor cenfure them by any rule, but that of more, or 
lefle fufficiency r-to their ay me, which I fuppofe the 
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Empires advancement: Firft,then,I note their Arraes, 
becaufe in the (way of , mens affaires it is found- Ow- 
nid ejfe Gladiipediffequ* j in that feare as the ftrongeft 
of our paftwsfiwes all the reft ; Their Infantery con- 
lifts of two forts ; Firft, fuch as arc levy ed upon par- 
ticular Cities i they are more, or leffe according to 
occ after* j the abilitieof the Time, arid dtflmce from 
whence fummoned ; many of them are Chriftians, 
and are fent forth much better appointed in Clothes, 
then with us: each Towne in feverall Colours y and their 
Armes fufficient:they are lodged, and exercifed with- 
out the Citie, almoft a moneth, before they begin td 
March : The other part, and chiefe ftrength,is of the 
Ianizarics, whofe number, at my being in Tttrky, was 
foureand fortiethoufand, which as it fayles,they ufe 
to fupply upon occafion, but never exceed j the man- 
ner is to re-inforce thefe bonds thus; ever now and 
then, there are fent out officers into divers Provinces, 
efpecially the Northerner who out of all the Ckriftiw 
c hildren,i rom the age often to eighteene, or twentie, 
chufe without flint or exception , fuch as they thinke 
fit, and carry them to Constantinople ; thefe they call 
iSigem$gUms\ then after fome obfervacion of their 
Perfons, thofe of moft promifing parts , are feledcd 
for the Gran Signior his S err aglioes,dtbkt that of Con- 
flantinople, or his other of ^Andrinople , where they 
are taught to write and reade $ to underftand Art- 
hicke, to ufe their Bow, with other weapons: then 
cull they out the cboyfeft Sparkes ; who as their ca- 
pacities grow approved , are inftru&ed in State af- 
faires, and by degrees, taken into higheft prefer- 
ments j thefe arc called Ichoglans: the worft, and of 
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Icaft qualitie , arc affigned to the drudgery of the 
houjhold, to the Gardens and other bate tfficcs, forac 
arc made OHariners, and Galeots : the gencrall fort, 
neither rare, nor contemptible are by the Aga of the 
Uniterm diftributcd abroad, where without charge 
to the Prime, they earne their living by hard labour, 
till the age of two and twentic 5 then To inured to en- 
durance befitting a Seuldser they are brought backe* 
taught their Armes,and prepared for Service : Thefe 
are enrolled Unifies : This choice,aod education of 
perf&ns,apt to each ufe, muft needs make it excellent- 
ly performed, as being more naturall then the courfc 
of Chriftcndme , where Princes yvitArmes into the 
hands of men neither byjpirit, or education, martially 
and entruft their chicfe employments, withrefpeds 
of birth, riches, or friends j which to the fervice in- 
tended, arc qualities not fo proper, as thofe ferfonall 
abilities, which prevailein the Turkijh Eleftion: Thefe 
though the fonnes of Chrijl ions, hate that name above 
all others and are found, (as I have (eenefomcof 
them ) without any naturall affetttin to their Parents, 
as it were transplanted, acknowledging themfelves 
the creatures of the ottoman Family, fy much are 
theprcfent engagements of life too ftrong for all for- 
mer tyes of blind: their pay is pcrpetuall , both m 
Peace,md Wane j more or leflfe , according to ferfo- 
nail merit 5 which excites to notable attempts j other 
preferment they receive none unlefle it be a Timarre $ 
For if any of them fliould be in honour , be migfec be 
teo much regarded by his fellowes, whom the Prince 
will not permit to acknowledge any befides himfelfe; 
for which refpeft this Emftrour, at Andrimfk, as it 

I were 



^4 A Voyage into the Levant. 

where in face of the Army,cmkd a great Perfon,once 
of this Order> to be ftrangled , and Proclaimed Trai- 
tor, when I was in Hungary -, whereat I heard many 
of the Unizaries fpeake infolently in publique , yet 
dtirft they doe no more , feeling this Primes Spirit, to 
grcatffor them. 

They are ne vet eaft off; for when old,or maimed, 
they are kept in garrifon : This company was held 
devifed in imitation of the Romane Praetorian Cohorts, 
or rather of the (Macedonian phalanx, and hath per- 
formed as bravely as either $ but is now , in great 
part corrupt j for contrary to their Primitive injtitu- 
tions, many of them marry, others follow Merchan- 
dize j and whereas heretofore, they were all chofe 
the fannes of Chrifiians , whereby that Caufe was 
kept under, and the Turkifh fo much increafed , now 
the Chrifiians arc permitted for money , to excufe 
their children,and the Turkes to prefcrre theirs jSome 
hold this an errour a pernicious one , as leflening that 
due proportion which (hould be maintained between 
the Compellers, and the Compelled ; the Turkes rather 
thinkcthc Christians not now fo ftrong, as hereto, 
fore, and therefore not to need the former diminution, 
experience made me of this opinion, confidering that 
it is many yeares fince moft of his Chrifiian Coun- 
tryes were taken in , and how evety age dyes them of 
a morcdeepe OHahometan,thcn other ; but (hould he 
jvinneaifty Chriftian Province of new , he would not 
Spare in this way to exhauft it, till it were fufficiently 
enervate: The mortalleft corruption of this Order 
hath hapned of late yeares j that is /knowing their 
owne ftrength, and grownc faucy with fmiliaritttzt 
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Court, they have proceeded to fuch infoleney, as hath 
flefh'd them inthebloud of their Soveraigne Sultan 
ofman j and in <^£uftapha,thty have learnt that dam- 
nable Secret of making , and unmaking their King at 
pleafurej whereby the Foundation of ail Monarchy 
that is, the due awe towards the B loud Roy all, is (b ir- 
reparably decayed in them as like the loft ftate of In* 
mcence, can never be reft ored. 

This requires an ere&ion of new Bands never tain- 
ted, to fupplant thefe lanizaries, who elfe will grow 
to fuch a Military Anarchy , as did the Pretorians of 
Rom? in their Empire, till they reduced it to nothing; 
Wherefore fome thinke,that the expedition, wherein 
the GranSignior hath now engaged his Pcrfon againft 
Perjia,[s defigned with a refolutioo to fpend the luni- 
varies very freely. 

The Cavallery is made up of two forts 5 Firft, of 
Spahyglans , to the number of two and thirtie thou- 
fand : thefe arc continually neere the Court : out of 
them are chofe Troopcs to Guard his Perfon Royall, 
upon all removes j they ufed not to goe to Warre, 
except he went himfelfe, but of late they are often 
fent with the Gran Vizier : the other fort of Spahyes, 
are termed Spahy-Timariots , from certaine Timarres, 
or Feudes, given them for terme of life, with obliga- 
tion to fervc on Horfebackc, well appointed, where- 
foever they fhall be fummoned : This is not much 
unlike our old tenures of Knight- fervice, or Efcuage-, 
but not Hereditary : according to the value of the 
Ttmdrre , the Timariot is to come in with one , t wo, 
three or more Horfes j I have feene many bring in 
five or fixe j thisreafon till I was informed of, I 
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wondrcd to fee Cavaliers carry to the Warres fuch 
fupcrfluous retinue j as frequently to have men ri- 
ding after them, fome bearing a Coate, fome a Fiddle, 
many nothing: Thcfe Spaby-Timariots befides their 
fervice in Warre, have another ufc no lefle impor- 
tant , that iSjto awe the Provinces wherein they live, 
and caufe them to be well Cvltivat ; wherefore in all 
expeditions many are left at home : they are bravely 
horfed managing their Lance, and Bm , with much 
dexteritie .• their number is unccrtaine, as ever multi- 
plying , either upon better Population of old poflTelfi- 
ons, or conqueft of new • fo both Peace , and War re 
encreafe them $ nothing but the lofle of a Province 
doth diminifh them ; for their death is but the prefer- 
ment of new defervers. 

At this time, the owners of the Timars are about 
three hundred thousand , whereto added their com- 
panions, which they are obliged and never faileto 
bring in, they make in all,above feven hundred thou- 
fand j which number was told me, with many other 
of their notes, by fome of the Timor iots in the Army, 
where though held a Spy, they fcorned to affluft mee, 
but rather chufing to gloriiie their State in my Rela- 
tion at home, informed me of all, and muchagainft 
my will , forced mee in their prefencc to write it 
downe j which I did in Italian , and in termes fo re- 
fpe<ftivc, as when the Interpreter expounded, they re- 
ceived me exceeding kindly, making me eate, drinke, 
and lodge intheir tents ail nigtt : Befide the Spahyes, 
there arc another fort of Horfemen, whoare Voltmtat- 
ries, ferviog at their owne charge j they are of three 
forts: Some come in hopes of pxeknt Booty, others 
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to merit a Timar; the third in mecre devotion to 
gaine Paradice by dying for the Mahometan caufe. 

The firft of all others , the bafeft, mixt of Turks, 
and chriftians, ufually goe before the Army, to Spy* 
and Pillage $ they having rather the Spirits of Free- 
Rooters, then of Souldiers, would never (land one 
ftroke of an encounter, but that the defteratebnvery 
of their companies , does often engage them irrevoca- 
bly : The fecond fort are forward enough, efpecially 
where the fervicc is eminent : The third are themoft 
refolutt troopes of the Army ; they come like fo ma- 
ny Z?^^men vowed for the publique; aor are they 
knawnc ever to returne home s unlefiTe wich victory, 
fornc of them are daily feene fingle to invade a whole 
Squadron; others after much aflay of valour open 
their brefts, and ftand a volley of Muskets * thefe 
men arc heavy upon the enemy , for — vimitur baud 
gratis jugulo qui provocat boHcm. 

This Refolution is not the child of Reafon, or Ho- 
nour 5 but bred by way of Religion, for Mahomet 
knowing he had not to deale with a Scholafiique and 
Speculative generation, but with a people rude, and 
fenfuall, made not his Paradice to confift in Fifions ,and 
Hallelujahs; but in delicious fare , pleafant Gardens* 
and Wenches with great eyes,who were ever peculiar- 
ly affeded in the Levant- Nowtofuchas dye in Wars 
for the Mahometan faith, he promifes that their Stales 
(hall fuddeniy have given them young lufty bodies, 
and fet in Paradice, eternally to enjoy thofe pleafures, 
notwtthftandiog any former finnes, to thofe who dye 
other deaths , he affignes a Purgatory tedious, and at 
laft not fuch an heigh th of pleafure : It is fcarcc cre- 
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dible, what numbers thefe hopes bring in $ I have 
feenetroopes fometimes of above an hundred toge- 
ther j (o effeftuall an Instrument of State in Superftiti- 
on, and fuch deepe Imprejfions does it make, when fit- 
ted to the pa/ions of the Subjeff j and that ufefull in 
thofe whom neither reafon , nor honour could pof- 
feffe : The chiefe Auxiliary es of the Turkes , are the 
Tartars , who live on this fide mount Taurns j they 
are by us called the Petit Tartars, to diftinguifh them 
from thofe others of Ckriem , who have much vafter 
Dominions beyond the mountaine, but thereby of 
difficult Commerce,mth thefe parts of the SAtorid, 

The great Turke hath made frequent affnitie, and 
league with thefe Petit Tartars^ and hath cntay led the 
Crowne upon them , in cafe the ottoman line fhould 
hyk$ not only becaufe when a fmali nation inherits 
a greater j the lefler is immerft in the accefle of the 
greater . which under colour of loofing it fclfe,makes 
an acquift of its inheritor; but for other regards pe- 
culiar to that Nation,efipech\ly for their Scitnation up- 
on the Blacke $ea,\n fuch manner, as they may at plea- 
fure , make fudden Excurfwns , to the very point of 
Confiantinople it felfe • nor had xhtTurke any remedy, 
when abfent in Imprejfes from home : wherefore he 
cafts many tyesupon them, and feldomegoes to 
W&re without fome of their Troopes , which befide 
i\i£4yde> and reputation they aftbod him , are akinde 
of hoftage: in this preparation againft Poland, there 
came downe fort^e thfcufand of them to the Campe, 
but were marched forward with the Army , before 
my arrivall $ fo that I faw none of them , fave fome 
fcwficke, and cajbeked per fons, who feemed more 
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[alien, and M-favourder people then the Turks, not fo 
well cloat bed, nor to civilly and thofc Turkes who 
wiflied me well, forewarned me from 'going amongft 
them, telling me their hatred to Chriftians was fuch, 
as they would goe neere to captive,ox rifle me : When 
I entred the Skirts of the Empire , the fame of their 
Army then meeting for P plana , was ( as fame ufes to 
be,) exceflive, threatning no leffethen feven hundred 
thcufand j but upon neerer accede , it fcarce held up 
one hundred and fourefcore thoufand , reckoning in 
the Tartars : whereupon I much enquired, why the 
Turki/I) Armies were not now fo numerous as in for- 
mer times : among many anfwers , the wi(eft hit up. 
on three points, firft that the enemks now (excepting 
the Per flan ) were not fo Potent as heretofore 5 Se- 
condly, experience had taught them, that multitudes 
over- vafte are neither capable of order, nor provifion-> 
wherefore to avoyde confuflon,znd famine, they bring 
no more into the Field then are nccejfary: the third 
was, before their Dominions vt eve inlarged, they 
thought it better to employ their multitudes in new 
Conquefls, then to leave them idk^neceflttous, and dan- 
gerous at home 5 but fince their inlarged territories, 
they are diftributed into Colony es to people , and ma- 
nage them, which thereby will in time,becomc more 
populous , and potent , then ever : Thus did none of 
them acknowledge any diminution of people , as is 
plainly fuppofed by many , who never viewed their 
great fwarmes and vafie plantations : The Turkijh 
Armes, much differ from ours : their Harquebuze like 
our Calyver; their Scymitar, a crooked flatBacke- 
S word 5 ac Sea amongft ropes , or on Herfe-backe 
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againft Armour, it cxcellcs a Rapier, but in open fight, 
is much infcriour,it hath ever beene the Eafierne wea- 
pon, as like wife their Iron Mace, which they ufe both 
for ftroke,and hurle; they are admirable with their 
Bow and Arrowes ; there is among other Trophyes, 
at the Caftfagate of Belgrade, fet up a Hcad-peece^ 
which I hold Petronetl proofe, (hot cleane through 
both fides, ( and as they fay) head and all, with one of 
their Boms j the Arrow ( as all theirs are) like thofe 
Ixttk red ones which our children ufe,I faw yet (lick- 
ing in the Headfeece : they beare no weapons but in 
traveii ; then fome of them feeme like a moving Ar- 
mory : Firft,the girdle ftuckc with three or foure Pi- 
ftols y then on each fide, a knife as long as mine arme, 
with another of a foot long, for ordinary ufes, tuckt 
to his Coat : an Harquebuz>e on his (houlder ; on his 
thigh a Scymitar 5 on the one fide of the Saddle punt- 
melly a Petronell\ on the other a ftraight Sword, the 
blade hollow,long, and foure-fquarc ; by that, either 
a little Lsfxe, or an Hungarian CMaee, or both, at his 
backc , haag Bow and Arrowes : when he comes to 
his lodging , all thefe with his Bridle full of Braflfe 
gilt Bofles , hee faftens to the tree or wall where he 
refts; after , upon the ground fpreads a Blanquet, 
whereon hee fir ft fuppes, then flccps in his Clothes 9 
with his Saddle in (lead ofapifloiv : Armour I thinke 
they have not fo pkotifiiU, and compleat as we 5 yet 
I know not weliifb* it was ever pa^kt up on Horfe,or 
Waggon, to three Horlemen was allowed one Wag- 
gon j I (aw no Mufters ; nor Marches oecre an ene- 
my, and therefore have little experience of their Dif- 
cipfiocin chat point ; They March in Ranke and File 
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with wonderful! filence, which i»akes cjoma^nds re* 
ceived readily : they are alwayes provided of Bis- 
ket , dryedflefli, and ftore of Rice, wi&akindeof 
courfe Butter, fo as in the greatefl: defaits^ they arc in 
plentic: thus their Armies paflfc the Tandy barren 
Couiitreyes towards Ferfavmh lefle endurance then 
did the Rtmans in fmall numbers of oldi: One flo^ 
table piece of their discipline, they told me; that is, 
excepting none but the Ia&izaryes, to encompaffeall 
their other foot Btftaglws^m the Rearc^wkhgrcateft 
part of qhe HSorfe, kfortrte of a bafye+UtiMACi they 
have order natto meddle witii the enemy , but only 
to oecefHtaae their &wne f or ward,tilkhcy have gone 
through theoppQiit€Forces 5 add in cafe of Flight^to 
hold the mout to flaughter ;, which douc,.theJE»felves 
begio upoothe enemy : thus that necdfficic which is 
the Mather of all? brave performance ini vulgar fpi- 
rits , and which the Ancients fo riiuch fought tocaft 
upon the-Souldier^by Hils* Rivers, and fiich Scicua- 
tions, the Turfm. carry along tot ill places; thereby 
forcing valour,; even out oftesce j fo fervingthem* 
felv^aeft^iaHy of People neither valiant, not* affe- 
&iqa8te 1 and that* without ^^Imreacies^ IDpnatives, or 
Qther incoayonient indulgence of G&vernipem^ Thus 
much of their Land Forces; tt^r)Mawesoitf|^ 
vided to the Seas within their Dominions : the chiefs 
are tb&Bbtfe ^>and the xMedHtrrmum j the ftefle* 
#W lefteeme Ixkai^affage from the one , .;t» theo* 
ther ; Their £*{J>k$r*n< Fleet Trades kit© she iiAcki 
Ste* Aipon feverall Services ;> as to invade the xMb^^ 
vitui CirMflbs, Gtfivkf, wich othc*s% returoiagif* 
luff* mAwgttfi ladcil wtthrHariey*, Waxfy and dtft* 
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daily Wood, and Slaves, which ktraniporrs to^ 
lexandtia, buying therewith. Flax, Sugar, Sherbets, 
Rice, Tapeftry, Come, and other Egyptian Commo- 
dities ; with which,and part of the Tribute,in Ianua- 
ry , they returne for Ctnjlamwople , fo enjoying the 
Trade, Winds which in thofe parts ufually in Sum- 
mer fit Northcrnly, and in Winter Southernly. 

The other part of their Navy ferves upon the 
Mcditerrtncum j it is called the Barbarj Fleet j it is the 
naore Warlike, and acknowledges the Gran Signer, 
but not fo abfolute 5 for the gaines of the other Fleet 
goes to his Coffers j but what the dMores get is their 
ofirnej which makes them more earneftin Pyracy, 
and defirous to be held as Pyrats$ to gaine a kinde of 
libertie, aad that all Christians may be Pri^e,with©ut 
any impediment by league at Court : This the Turk* 
grants under their excufe of their difobedience, and 
Pyracie, hee infefts thofe Chriftians 7 who being in 
Le3gue with him, hee could by no other pretence 
weaken j and this alfo in cafeof neceflitie, keeps him 
anexercifed Fleet for Warre: That this is conni- 
vence ap^earesplainej for he Clairaes, and Prote&s 
their Cities,thQQgh not their Perfons, and they never 
make Booty of Turkifh Goods, or Subje&, though a 
Chrifim i and divers of then I faw Saylinginthe 
midft of the ArmadoeRoyall ; yet they counterfeit the 
Pyme fo well, that the Gallyes> and Vtjfth ofArgyersi 
will not come wkhin th&pardanetli •, andmyfelfe 
aot then knowing this Art r had at Rfodes, by a raffi 
fniftake,almoft loft my Ltberticj where the Adttiirall 
Gtlktn of Triply , comming for frefli Water, Rode 
mhcMouthof theftw above three houres without 
> cafting 
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cafting Anchor , as pretending fearc of being within 
command 5 this made me judge it an Mnglijb Ship, as 
likewife the Colours , which fo farreoff i tookefor 
the Kings; wherefore defirous to fee my Countreju 
men , I hired a Greeke Boatman to carry me thither, 
where being almoft arrived, I perceived my defperatc 
errour, from whence I was forced with entreaty,rna- 
ney, and my dagger at his breaft , to make him rowe 
mceoflf. 

The Turks arc but ill fupplyed with Sea-men j for 
befide Renegades they have but few skilfull Saylers, 
and would have had fewer, but that as of old, the 
Carthaginian Hoftilitie exercifed the Romans at Sea, 
who elfe, had not fo early learnt Navigation, and by 
cbnfequence , could not fo foone have Maftred the 
World 5 juftfo, ( though in a farrc weaker manner) 
doe Florence and Malta conteft with the Turke at Sea, 
enough to pra&ife, but not defeat him : to which ef- 
fe&, I have heard fome of them by way of jeereiay, 
that the Gran Duke,znd Malta,did by the Gran Signior, 
like little barking Dogs about a Lyon , keepe him a- 
wake, and if fometimes they ventured to give him a 
nippe, it did but rouze him, without any hurt of im- 
portance j for ought I knew , they had reafon ; for 
though refinance be neceflary , yet when fo infufficL 
cnt it is worfe then none. 

Their termes of Navigation are Italian, cither to 
their Slaves,, being moftof that Nation; or that 
themfelves Inlander? originally , have a Language de- 
feftivein Maritime affaires : Their VeflTels are either 
Turkifh buflt, or Prizes ; their owne built, they call 
Caramuzalts, many whereof are great Ships jail have 
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Rounds on the aits-fide, like Stayres^ the Scerne,and 
Bo«^cafl?le\ tbyikfoj^e^rfivc Stories high ; foas I 
have ferae fbrar idf thdmrcarry feven dr eight hun- 
dred jPafleagers: -that fortne makes them flow of 
Sayfc,, nnwarlifce,: andeafily owr-fet by weather. 
TkckiGJdfyes arelight, of an excelteot mould, and ett* 
dureairhigh Sca^fpecially thofbof ii&Mfer. 
:: Tfaciaiaiiie Jfttcogish of tatfrthdr Fleets., aretall 
Ships taken from Hollanders $ where the CowardiM 
of that Notion is made a Weapon agatnftall chn- 
fimdvm 5 aadteachesus whata veratoss crueltfeit 
wouldibeto fiacre Ranfojue, at remrac to all wha 
yield their Sbips^upon what oddes foevcr ; Ail great 
examples have a little of the unjuft j row though 
thism^htfeemeiiardmeafutcto fuch, who yielded 
qpon extreme oddes; yet wore it neither fo general! 
amifchiefe, norfo importantis the contrary indul- 
gence 5 and men would not only become more refo- 
lute, inthofeneceffities, but more wary of goingill 
provided; 

Nothing makes the HtlUnders fo faint, is the 3T*r- 
kijh knowne Decree ©f impunitie, and libcrcie perfo- 
nall to fuch as render without difchargc of Artillery; 
wherefore they fcemg prefent fafetic inyieldpg, and 
ao future deftru^ion at Home , doe eafily give up o- 
ther mens goods, for their ownc fccuritie$ upon 
thefe temies, the Admiral! <3*Utto$ where I Say led, a 
goodly Veflell of fbrtic brave Pceces , had be&ie ta- 
ken, as the Turks aflurcd me y by two of thcitMlt* 
icrs of ten,or twelue Guns a pecce : Our Ships they 
doc not willingly fet upon y not only for their able 
defence* but alfobccaufe the Veflell, which ufes -to- 
be 
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be a considerable peece of rhe Bootie, is to them un~ 
ufefull; for their employments being fyrtey , can 
make Mttie ufc of an Engkjh Bottome , wbofe mould 
is too flow for that purpofe r wherewith they asked 
me how we did in Warre at Sea , where our enemies 
might come on, or of, at leifure : I repiyed , thiefe 
which came into their Seas, wetepritrare Merchants 
VeAfels of Trade, dugs made onJy for burden, and 
weather j But for Warre our Xing, had a Navy Roy- 
all of another frame the beftfor Sayie, and Fight, in 
the World.. 

The ftrangeft thing I found among the Turkijh 
Mariners , was their incredible civilitie ; I Who had 
often proved the Barbarifme of other Nations at Sea, 
and above all others, of our owoe^ fuppofcdmy felfe 
amongft£**m* till by experience , Hound the con- 
trary 5 and that not only in ordinary civility ,but with 
fo ready fervice, fuch a patience, fofweet, and gentle 
a way 5 generally through them all,asmademe doubt, 
whether it was a dreame , or real I •, if at any time I 
ftood in their way , or encombted their ropes ^ they 
would call me with a Iamm, or Emm* termes of 
moft affc&ion, and that with an tncline, a voyce, and 
gefturefo refpe<5Hve,as affuted me,therr other words 
(which I underftood not ) were of the &me ftraine : 
The Capraines chicfe Gaine in this Voyage > is by 
Paflengersj yet if intereft toe fci this behaviour, 
they are not quite voyd of it , that can ^ it fo well : 
Nor are they irreligious 5 for ali the Voyage, Mor- 
ning,and Evening, they Salute xtiesmte, with three 
gencrall Shouts, and a Prieft %ing a kincteof Lttany> : 
every prayer ending with iMacree Kichm? that is,be 
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^Angels prefent, the People anfwer in manner of a 
fhout Hemin, that is, Amen. 

Thus much of the (Military part of Turkyy to 
which I adde the point of Fortification ; Herein their 
proceeding is dire<5fc contrary to the Spaniards, he not 
having multitudes of his owne fufficient to Plant C*- 
lonks, is forced in all his Conquefts, ( if he will have 
any people to governe over,) to prefcrve the Natu- 
rals : Now they not being allured in Jjfettion % muft 
be awed by Fortrejfe^ which is a way, not only un- 
fure, but fo chargeable, as makes him gainc but little 
by his winnings. 

The Turke on the other fide, well ftored with peo- 
pie ; Firft, confiders what number of his owne , he 
willaffigne for Timarhts to each Province which he 
takes . then he deftroyes all its Nobilitie, and fo farre 
of the Vulgar , till there reft only fuch a proportion 
as may till the land, and be awed by thofe Timariots 
with other ready Forces j that remainder is kept to 
Manure the land : this thus cftabliflit , he needs not 
the Fortrefle for himfelfe 5 nor will he leave it a re- 
fuge for Enemies f or Rebels : yet if it be a Frontier, 
he does not quite demolifliit, but keeps it in fuch 
cafe , as may hold out till he might fend an Army, 
ever fuppofing himfelfe CMafter of the Field 5 where- 
fore as it ftands in more, or leffe danger, fo is it pro- 
vided : Thus in Hungary the Caftle of Belgrade is nei- 
ther rafccd,nor carefully maintained • but that of Buda 
is guarded with a ftrong Garrifon $ all thofe within 
the Kingdome are pulled downe j fo is it in his other 
Gountryes : his Maritime Fortifications, b^eaufe of 
fudden accefle by Sayle, are held in the rule of Fron- 
tiers, 
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tiers, and withall to command the Haven ^ yet is not 
the care o£ them fo diligent as in Chrifiendome -, they 
every where gave me free accefle , excepting Egypt j 
where the extraordinary fubtill malice of that peo- 
ple makes more Vigilance, andreftraint, thenelfe- 
where : Now folio wes their Religion, wherein I no- 
ted only the Politicke inftitutions thereof • thefe ob- 
fervations moving only in that Sfhere , cannot jarrc 
with a higher , though the motion fceme contrary : 
%J\lahomet noting the outward folemnities , where- 
with other Religions entertained the minds of raenj he 
judged them perhaps in part, effeminate* asthofe 
d&intie Pittnres,znd MuftckemCburches, thofeftrange 
rejlures, znd Procefiions, znd partly chargeable,as thofe 
ftately Sacrifices , and other folemnities of rhe Ilea*, 
then, and all driven already, to that heighth , as hee 
could not out-goe . wherefore hee refufed to build 
his Sed thereon ; Nor did hee much aflFed: to fup- 
port it with Miracles, whofe credit frequent Impojlers 
had rend red fufpeded to the Worlds but rather 
chofe to build it upon the Sword, which with more 
affurance commands CUankinde: Every Noveltit 
drawesmenin for a while- but where the gaine is 
not great, they foonegrow weary, unleffe compulfi* 
on hold them on j therefore in his firft beginnings* 
when he was asked what Miracles he had to approve 
his DoBrine,\\t drawing forth his Scymitar, told, that 
God having had his Miracles' (o long flighted by the 
iaeredulitie of men, would now plant his Lams with 
a ftrong hand, and no more leave them to the discre- 
tion of Ignorant , and vainc man ; and that hee had 
thereforefent l\ira in the power of th&Smrd $ rather 
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then of CMtraclcs : from hence is it that now, their 
Boyes ride to Circmcifiw, bearing an iron club in 
tjieir hands : NevertheieflTe v he feylednor to frame 
his 5^(5ffoasmight take humane nature 3 not the in- 
telle fluall pm-> for all SuperJtitimCixbG&soawak Hy- 
pthtfesy whofepkufihlereafonmay for a while pre- 
vailed the World, by poflefling feme fhallow, raft, 
peremptory braines > but cannot hold out long , un- 
leffe it havebetter rme , then that of argument ; He 
therefore made k comply with the maine parts of our 
Nattrn, Hope, and Few: to the one he fet out £Px* 
rodice j to the other though not a Htll, yet a fhrewd 
turgatory : hi* Preaching o£Paradice } motQ then He//, 
favours fope above feare, thereby filling the mindc 
with good-fMftfg?; which was much to his M ilitary 
purpofe: for hce finding the Sword to be the foun- 
dation of Empires ., and that to manage the Sword, 
the rude and fenfuaii are more vigorous, then wits 
foftned in a mild! rmtmll way of civ'tluie - y did firft 
frame hmnfiitutiom to a rude infolent/^^^jfjafcer 
whichtducattin, he fitted his future pretences juft un. 
fcofuch capacities : wherefore feeing that Mens opi- 
nio* are ingreat pan^mpkxiwa//, ml habitually it is 
m* wonder to fee them takea>with prmipM, which to 
usfeemebealHy, and ridiculous* they/ as, much de- 
{fife ours 3 and in a more naturali way*> everything is 
received, notatthe rate of itsioi^nc: worthy but as it 
agrees with: the receivers humour*^ whereby , their 
topes , m&ftares though) ftlfe , prcvailes^ asifotogly 
as if true , and ferve the Sutt as effoftually , becaufe 
opinion which move&all our Aftitms* isgoverned by 
the Appmmcy of things , norby'thdri*6i/#tf v Now 

to 
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to the intent that the mod notable ftnfies of men 
might be entertained, there are foure feverail ord&s 
in their Religion j& very malicious againfi Chri8i4M \ 
other wife I have not noted them vicious, excepting 
their profeft Sodomy % which in the Levant is nofc held 
a vice : each order upholds its reputation iipoafomt 
one peculiar vertue, which alone it profeffes, not pre- 
tending to any other .• The Calendermvvpo& Chaftity, 
wearing an iron Ring through the skin of his yard, in 
fome I have noted it capableof being taken of with 
fazWdifficHlty $ ThtHaggiemlaraviUKufiq*€, and 
love-fongs : The TorUcchi on ReveUtions,m4Entbtt+ 
fiafmesjo foretell 3 and divert divine wrath: The moft 
rigid fpirits are the Dervijlar, like Bdds PrieBs hun- 
ting themfelvcs with Kmves t thefc Dervijkr have 
murdered divers Bafhmes, & alfo attempted foftie of 
the Emperours, in the midft of their Armies j £o dan- 
gerous are violent fpirits, when fecoaded by Religion, 
which being the only pretence in its way glorified to 
Vmpire Soveraigne authorities is to be kept within its 
due limits,left in ftead of Cooperating with the ftate,it 
grow abufed beyorid that uie. 

All thefe Seels are governed by one Head, called 
the Mufty, whofe author itie unkes^hd orders tfetem j 
fupprefling fuch diforders, zsiWfcr$^ks^Mere^e 
of men raife .• This <JM*ft$ is created by the Emfte* 
rour % to whom he is held ever fubordinatej Whfch 
makes thttmkijh Theology exedktidy m cotWlj>oittd 
with the states depending the«o«it&feeifte*olrea^ 
fon more Politickejhcn if this head Ecchfiaftkke wtere 
cf another Countrey, or otherw^ifei^/i?^/^ ujfotv 
theMw^ 
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often make God Almightie fecme to decree more con- 
fprmc thereto, then either to theocea/ions of the 
Prince, or Common wealth : for all Heathemjb Gods are 
ufed like Puppets $ they feeme to fpeake, yet is k not 
they, but the man who in a concealed manner, fpeaks 
through them, what he pleafes ; that part is a&ed, 
by the Expounders of their Alcoran now, as of the 
Oracles, or Sy biles bookes of old : Hereby the Mnfty 
ferves to animate the Souldiers, by colouring of pub- 
lique impreflfes with Divine authoritie,and alfo to de- 
cide Controverfits, when they are too unruly for any 
arbitrement, not held Divine : wherefore he frequent- 
ly confults with the Gran vizier •, who as the Soule of 
the State, injpires him to the purpofe thereof $ full of 
that Gad, he gives his Qracles : They pafle for groun- 
ded upon the Alchoran, which is given outTor the 
Word of God: it is written in Arabicke rerfe, in 
forme of Dialogue, betweene the Angell Gabriel, and 
their Prophet, it is prohibited to be translated, which 
both preferves the Arabicke tongue, and conceales 
Religion : All fee Texts arc obnoxious to fe verall Ex- 
pofitions, thence growes difir action x So hath this 
bredfourc different Setts of Mahometans, each inter- 
preting it according to the Genius of its Nation, the 
Tartars Simply,thtMwes,and Arabs Super ftitioujlynhc 
Perfian ingenioujly, the Turkes with mod liberty : each 
Nation fcornes to yccld unto other in opimen, for ho- 
nours fake^efpecially the Twkc, and Perfian, who in- 
tending the Conquefi of oneanothcr,doe after the old 
Cuftome of Princes, dif-affe<ft their People in Religion 
towardthe Enemy, that they may be more fierce, and 
obftinateagaioftfaim, Indus point the Tnrke growes 
10 " " X~ ""*"" difadvan- 
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difadvantaged 5 for of late, his people begin to bee 
infefted with Perfiwfme: I have heard many of 
them in publique acknowledge the Ptrftans better 
^Mahometans , then themfelves: which makes the 
Turkcs much braver Souldiers upon the Chriftia?$ % 
then upon the Perfian j againft the one, they are car- 
ryed by zeale, malice, and difdame: but againft the 
other,only by a Nationa/i 'emulation : This impreflion 
is made deeper by many other circumftances, info- 
much as divers lanizaries have told me,that they goe 
to the Wars of Perfia, very unwillingly, but to thefc 
of Poland, or Hungary as to paftimes: One of their 
Priejls told me of an old Prophecy, they have: That 
their Emperour ihould winne the red Apple, and in the 
feventh yeare after, if they did not defend themfelves 
bravely, the Chrifiians fliould overcome them, but 
howfoever,in the twelftb,they fhould at the furtheft 
be overcome by the Chrifiians : The red Apple ( he 
laid) was Conjlantinople, though fome(quoth he) hold 
it to be Rome : I holding fuch prophecies, rather cun- 
ning, then true, fearched after the Plot thereof- 
wherefore I entreated him to tell me , how much 
time was contained in thofcyeares : he anfweredihat 
each yeare, fome had limited by thz age 6£Mahomet) 
but ( quoth he ) in vaine, for it is prohibited us to 
fearch into the times appointed ; that claufe gave me 
fome light, for Tremembred, among other caufes 
of a States prefervatiofi , one affignes proximiiic of 
danger, hisreafonis,becaufe, apprehenfion of danger 
caufes vigilance, and diligence wherein lyes fafetie.- 
hereupon this Prophet, to make the Turkes vigilant a- 
gaiqft tfo&hrifti*?^ threaten* them witfethe feventh 
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yeare,yefc not fomvittbliJsMt vajopr may refift : and 
co make every yewe provide ^ainft 9 as that, there- 
fore is k prohibited co five the time determinate - 
then their fatal! deftwdion not to paflfethe twelfth 
yeare^makes them in the meane while pfe the Chrifti- 
#n as their futuie deftr^yers,, with much boftilitie, 
as a revenge Mtiriprt* : which fecves right to the pur. 
pofeof the Stare; and when all comes to all, thofe 
y cares (as fuch Prpfhetkdl timt% ufe) are like to prove 
very long ones. 

Araongft other qualities, whereby CM4h$meUfme 
poflfeflesthe minds of men, one is its pleating do- 
drinc , I mnember when their Prophet in the Alu- 
ran askes the Angell concerning v entry, and feme o- 
thsr delicacies of life,fae tellcs him, that God did not 
give man fuch appetites, to have them frustrate, but 
cnjoy'd,as made for the guft of man,not his torment, 
wherein his Creator delights not 5 Thefe kinde of 
opinions will ever be well-come to fleib, and bloud, 
when as the contrary over-great feveritieof Disci- 
pline would faavepleafed none, but fome few au- 
ftcre complexions, and to the greater part would 
have feemed but a persecution of nature, or perhaps 
hypoerkidall, whofe reputation might foone have 
beene loft in fcandall. 

The cunning of that Seconding humane inclination 
appearcs in the different (becefle of two politick ads 
cwf the Alarm: the onepermits F*UgAmte % tp make 
a numerous People , which is the foundation of all 
great Empires : The other pretending a divdl in eve- 
ry grape, prohibits mm: thereby it hardens the 
Souldicr, prevents diforder, and facilitates publique 
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provifion : The firft as pkafing to nature is general- 
ly received : The other is borne do wne by appetite, 
foas moredrinke wine, thenforbearerThus he main- 
taining his inftkutionsby fecondingof humane dif- 
pofition, fucceeds more readily, theothofe, whofe 
ordinances by croffing it r goe as it were againft the 
haire: Now the greateft numbcrof men being go- 
verned by prions, in aii people they havebeene enter- 
tained, for the prefent life, with Iuftice 5 for the fu. 
ture, with Religion: yet there were ever found fome 
few Intelle&uall complexions, in whom thcVnder- 
ftanding prevayled above the Paflions : thofe diicer- 
ning wits could not receive thegrofle fuppofals,upon 
which the Heathenilh (bperftitions reiyed $ where- 
fore to traine them in fuch wayes as civili focieties 
require, they were inftru&ed in a feeming rationall 
way, wherein they were amufed about an intelligible 
world, ftored with rewards of hononr^ vertue, and 
knowledge, with punifliments of infamy, vice^ and ig- 
norance : thefe were to them in fteed oiElifim Fields , 
or Inf email Rivers, and as fome (coffers thinke , but 
little better of a(Turance,onely righter framed to fuch 
capacities .• by thcfcJpecnktionS) contemplative heads, 
whoelfe, might dangeroufly have bufied themfclvcs 
aboue State affaires, were finally mof d#nd diverted: 
To which purpofe I have oft confidered , whether 
learning is ever like to come in requeft among the 
Turkes $ and as farreas conje&ure may venture, I 
doubt not thereof, for learning is not admitted in 
the beginning of Empires-emollit mores, necftnit ejfe 
fetos , and fo weakneth the Sword : but when once, 
that bath bred greatneffe, mdftoth, rfien witfi ot&r 
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effemimacies come in letters j thus in Rome,zt the firft 
p&iUfipfars vrcxebzfnfht 9 asuna&ivc; but upon th^ 
conquefts of Carthage, and Greece they crept in : And 
the Turkijh Empire confifts much on thofe Country es, 
whofc care mdktsjpcculative wits, and which of old, 
bread the greateft Divines, Philosophers, and Puts in 
theworid 5 wherefore though for fome ages, the 
turkijh race may retaine its owne proper ferceneffe^ 
yet in time, thofe fubtile cly mates, and mixture in 
bloud with the people thereof, will Gentilizc,and in- 
fed it with the ancient foftneffe naturaU to thofe pla- 
ces: I have often feene Copies of love vcrfes, and 
fome few peeces of OWathematiques pafle amongft 
them with much applaufe : I faw one tor Jinglng^nd 
compofing of two or three Sonnets, had at a feaft in 
Belgrade of Hungary, a Horfe given him worth neere 
twentie pound Englijh j and in the accede of all Arts, 
Poets have ever made the firft entry, as with their Fi- 
&i$ns,2x\d Muficke, apteft to charme favage bray nes, 
thus Orpheus in Greece , our Bards in England, began 
the Dance to all other Sciences : Statuary, and Picture 
can never come into Turky, by reafon of their Suptr- 
'ftitim, which not only abhorres worfhipping of fuch 
formes, but making of them j As for other learning, 
itislikctoinfinuate, but by degrees, and with ma- 
ny rcpulfes, as a corruption moft pernicious to their 
Religion, efpecially the fearching parts of Philophy, 
which ftomacke that fenfuall Paradife, as hath beene 
noted in Averroes, Avicenna, afid others, who could 
not endure it: Thereupon, the Academy which be- 
gan to rife up WLBagadat was fuppreft: yetletno 
man conclude that this can hinder PhUofophy, -for 
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there can never want wits able to bendit to Religion 
with them, as well as Plate with the Grecians, and A- 
gtf/Mtf with the Romanics. 

Now the natural! cdurfe of things much follows 
the Sunne, who gives life to all, wherefore this Cy* 
cloptdiahzth becne obferved to runne from Eaft, to 
Weft : Thus have raoft Civilities, and Sciences come 
as fome thinke, from the Indian Gymnofophifts, into 
Egypt jfrorn thence into Greece t fo into Italy, and then 
over the Alpes> into thefe faint North-weft parts of 
the world, whence if the Inquifition hinder not, per- 
haps they may paflfe into thofe new Plantations Weft- 
ward, and then returne in their old circle among the 
Levantines , whofe Wits fceme more abftrufe f( and 
better fixt for contemplation, but ours more nimble 
and ready, foas their difcourfes are more profound : 
ours moxtfuperficiall, and plauftble, and were I to ac- 
count for the lofTe of their ancient Authors, I fhould 
not only accufe Language^ Tyranny , Wane, andlnte- 
reffeEcclefiaftique, but efpccially this different relifli, 
and ftraine of om fancy from theirs, for I have found 
it In conceits, zsin ayres of iMuftcke : in great part, 
that takes not with them which much afle&s us, our 
very Reafon differs: Before I fhut up this point of 
Turkijh Religion, I muft remember two principall 
points 5 one is Predeftinatlon , the other Purgatory : 
the firft not meant in matter q( Salvation, but of for. 
tune y and fvccejfe in this life, they perempterypermit 
to Deftiny fixr,and not avoydable by any ail of ours: 
I had two notable examples j one was at Rhodes, 
where juft as we entred the Port, a French Lacquey 
of our company dyed with a great plague fore, 
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which he had taken of the Gunners Mate , who with 
oac running upon him, converted, and ilept amongft 
us .• The reft were fofarre from feait,at his deatb,as 
cltey fate preferaly eating, and drinking by him* and 
within halfc an houre, after his removall,flept on his 
Blanquec, with bis cloathes in (lead of a Pillow 5 
which when I advifed them not to doe, they pointed 
upon their foreheads, telling me it was written there 
at their birth when they fhould dye . they fcaped,y et 
divers of the pafiengers dyed thereof before wee got 
to Egjp : The or her was at my paflage to K~A*dri± 
nopleitiTkrace • my felfe,the Ianizary, and one more 
being in a Coacb y wee paflfed by a man of good quali- 
tie, and a Souldier, who lyingalong, with his Horfe 
by, could hardly fpeakefomuch, as to intreat us to 
take him into Coach 5 the Janizary made our com- 
panion ride his Horfe,taking the man in : whole breft 
being open, and full of plague tokens, I would not 
have had him received • but be in like manner, poin- 
ting to his owae forehead* and mine, told me wee 
could not take hurt, uttleffe it were written there,and 
that then we could not avoyd it • the fellow dyed in 
the night, by our fides: and in our indemaitie ap- 
proved this confidence, to be fomethnes ftmnatt, 
how wife foever 5 doubtlefle for the publiqudt cau- 
fes valwr , and prevents that interruftiM of Trade, 
wherewith thetffoedfHialtym itdy y mines greater 
niat&bers daily* then any plague ever aid*; I thought 
chis optofon offitq had \nfmllf taken mwotf from 
all itHfaftriattfCdxeof their QWttefifety, but in dan- 
gers at Sea^artebother Cafes where diligence may evi* 
dently ktipm, I hvt&& ift- fm^th$com*aty 5 and* 
•"'•■ : "" in 
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in fuch occurrence as thefe , where induHry is not of 
manifeft avaylej this affurane does not foe much 
hurt in leaving vaine care, as good in ftrenthning the 
fpirits whofe decay ycclds a man up to all bad im- 
prefsions : They admit no Hell for any but thofe who 
beleeve not M ahomet 5 their o wne they affright with 
a Purgatory* which holds but till Doomes-Day\ it is 
adtedinthe Grave-, thepainc is infli&ed by a bad 
K^Lngett) whofe force is leflened by a good one, accor- 
ding as the parties life was led; to ftrengrben this 
good jlnge/lthcy doe many workes of chariric: this 
furniflicth all furky with excellent Hones, Hofiitals, 
and Meskeetoes j this makes the beft bridges , and 
high tvayes that can be imagined, and ftores them with 
fomtmnes for the reliefe of pafengers : Thefe faire 
works foe caufed , feemed to mee like daintic fruit 
growing out of a Dung-hill $ but the vermes of wA 
gar minds are of fo bafe a nature, as muft bee manured 
with fooKfli hopts\ Bttdfeares, as being toogroflefor 
the finer nutriment of reafon : Thefe were the chiefe 
points I obferved in their Religion $ oncly the manner 
o( its exercife remaines which in brief e, is thus: To 
every Meskeeto is adjoyncd a high (lender Spyrt* 
fieeple^ on the mat-fide whereof on high » is made a 
round, with a doore opening South Eaft y ot Eaft, as the 
Countrey lyes towards Mecha . here the Friefi cu- 
tting, wkh his hands bowed over his eares, walking 
round, turning on the right hand, m a loud voy cc tds 
the Peopk, many rimes over; that thew h but obc 
God. y this being done, all the xievoutcr fort, ( which, 
are not many ) goetoc^**^, and fay their prtyerS) 
continually iepea*kig^jf&yj5 tulkyb^Hfi^yp^ that 
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is, the fevcrall names of God; their gejlures arefirft 
fitting arofle legg'd, wafting of the body , then pro* 
ftrate twice on their face, rhey kifle the earth j after- 
ward they rife, and (land with their hands bowed o* 
ver their eares, but never doe they kneele, or uncover 
the head, holding thofe poftures unmanly 5 fo diffe- 
rent are the opinions of Nations, in point of reverence , 
and decency : this fervice is performed five times a 
day; firft at Day-breake ; then at LMidrday y atmidfi 
of the After-nooney at Sun-fet$ and more then an 
houre after.- Thefirftand laftmake a dainty (how, 
having all the Meskeetoes,hung full o$ burning Lamps, :, 
this frequency of Prayer, requires none to ihtChurch, 
but per ions at leifure ; othcis make their houfes , or 
bigh-wayes fcrve, and was devifed by Sergius the 
Monke, as it is thought, in imitation of his foure times 
of Pater^nofter ?•• knowing that Religion runs no grea- 
ter danger then of oblivion, and therefore fhould bee 
ofteticalled to minde ,- their chiefe day is Friday, yet 
it hinders no Market for ought I could fee,, and fee- 
med of no. more regard, then the day of a Saint al- 
moft worne out: they have two folemne times By* 
raw, and Ramdap; they are both Lents* thefirftlafts 
three<Jaycs, the other a^moneth: their faftis accor- 
ding to the Iewilb manner, not in quantity , or qualitit 
of meats , but in time $ for all day long, they may nei- 
ther eate , drinkc , nor ufe any fort of Venery ; but at 
the appearing of: the firft Srarre, they makeiheai- 
felves amends , in gluttonnejft, drunfannej[e,zm lufi j , 
they have one peece of DivinHie, which I wonder is 
oat ttanfplanted to other Country es 5 that is a cuftome 
ofcthp/^|&;tofelI their merit $ fome more, fome 
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leffe, according to thcSanffimony of the Seller , and 
time limited • I once at Sophia , law one fell thever- 
tue of two yeares hermitage for a peece of blew cloth 
fufficicntfor two Tutkifh coates, and a quantitie df 
Rice, aboat five bufhels Enghjb j price enough confi- 
dering the Ware in it felfe $ and yet not deare, if wee 
reckon the advantages of a religious refutation • Next 
their Church, I muft place the Tribunall^ tor their 
Judges are ever Ecclefiajlicall perfons ; whereby both 
orders joyned give reputation to one arfbther; and not 
onely reputation, bur maintenance; for thefe places of 
Judicature zxt the onely preferment of the Priefi-bood . 
wherewith the PrieB, and ludge being maintained in 
the fame perfon* two gaps are ftopt with one bufli, 
without caufing any part of the land to lye dead in 
the hands of the Clergy , or otherwife impoverifliing 
the people with tythes : There are divers orders of 
Judges ; efpecially two j the Cady , and over him the 
UWoulacady like a Lord Chief r e- luftice • the fupreme 
head of Judicature is the Mufty^m great cafes, there lies 
appeale • but none beyond the Mufty j his Decrees the 
Emperour himfelfe will not queftion, for indeed they 
are (ecrctly guided by his ajfent, and the Gran Viziers ; 
Thefe Judges are all, excepting the Mufty, limited to 
fet Precin&s, and when convided of corruption, they 
are made horrid examples 5 The maine points, where- 
in Turkijh lufiice differs from that of other Nations , 
are three : it is more Severe, Speedy, and Arbitrary : 
They hold the foundation of all Empire toconfift in 
exafl: obedience* and that in exemplary feveritie $ which 
is undeniable in all the World , but more notable in 
their State, made up of feverall People different in 
Xloud, Se8,mdJntereJfe, one from another, norlinkc 
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inaflfc&ion, or any common engagement toward the 
publiquegood , other then what meerc terror puts 
upon them 5 zfmet hand were uneffeftuall upon fuch 
afufyeft, and would foone finde k felfe flighteds there- 
fore the Turkijh Iujlice curbes, and executes, without 
either remorce or refpeftj which fucceeds better, 
then ever did the Ramam y with all their milder arts of 
Givikti*} compare their conquefts, withtbofe made 
by the Turkey you (hall finde his to continue quiet y 
and firme, theirs not fecure for many ages j witnefle 
firft Italy x then Greece, and Frame, al way es full of Re- 
bellions, Confpiracies, and new troubles $ which 
werccaufedby their A*ify, that did not humble the 
conquered foe low as itfliould j for rebellion is no- 
thing but bold difement ; fo that as there is required 
difcament, fo muft there bee alfo fomc ftrength of 
Spirit, without which the difemtent cannot quicken 
morehtUUn, but faints into a ftupified humilities all 
vidtory difgufts the fubdued 5 a milde vi&or leaves 
that difguft fpirit for mifchiefe: but the remorce- 
leflTe way of the Turks ^ mortifies it, by an op- 
preflion which fecures him: to this eflfed, I have 
heard divers of them boaft , that Gad hath appointed 
them for an iron rod ouer other Nations: and in 
raoft parts of Turky, efpecially Sclavonia^ Bofnab, 
Hungary , U\iaced0nia i and Thrace, the fierceft people 
of that Empire over all pvblique places* he fets a great 
irm cluk , to intimate, what they muft truft to ; nor 
does bee fo much relye upon the peoples affe(ii$n $ 
which would tye him to a refpcdfull, and leile abfo- 
Imcdomixatio*) and then alfo be in their power to al- 
ter, as upon that ftrength which isinhisowne hand 
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makes him morehimfelfe , and binds with the tyeof 
feare , whereto humane nature is ever enthralled : 
The fecond point wherein their jufticc excels, is the 
quickedifpatch : If thebufinefle bee prefent matter of 
fdii , then upon the leaft complaint, the parties , and 
teflimmies are taken, and fuddenly brought before the 
Judge y bycertaine Ianizaries , who with great ftaves, 
guard each ftreet, as our night Watchmen with Hol- 
ber<ds, at London $ the caufe is ever in lefle then two 
houres difpatched 3 execution inftantly performed un- 
lefle it appeare a caufe fo important, as is allowed an 
dp f eale to the Moulacady , where alfo it is as fpeedily 
decided: If it bee matter of title, or rigkt, the parties 
name their witneffes who fhall prcfently bee forced to 
come in j for they have no old deeds, or any other 
reckonings beyond the memory of man 5 in fuch cdfe$ r 
fojfepon , and moderne right carryes it, without that 
odious courfe of looking too farre backe-ward into 
the times pad : this expedition avoyds confufion, and 
cleares the cW* • whereby it becomes fufficient for 
many caufes, and fo for a great people ; now as for the 
particular perfen, though fometimes hee feeme difad- 
vantaged by the haft , which may make judgement 
raflbj yet that haft not being pafionate, it happens not 
often ; nor then likely, is his dammage therein worfe, 
then with us, where after thefujpence^delayj and chdrgt 
of fuit, the over. fight of a Lawyer, may with errour 
of pleading caft a good caufe; foe that after a man 
hath beene miferably detained to fuch difadvantage 
of his other affaires, as hee had better have loft hisfuk 
at firft } then doth it finally depend not fomuch on 
its owne bare right, as upon the ddvKdtcifofJkteticy y 
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The laft notable point of their ludicaturt is, they have 
little fixt law, and therewith flourishing, make good 
that ofTacitus-inpeftma Republica flurim* leges $ yet 
they pretend to judge by the ^Alcoran $ whereby the 
opinion of divine authoritit does countenance thofe 
arbitrary decisions, which without fome authentiqut 
law to juftifie them, would hardly bee endured , This 
Alcoran is raanifeftly no Bookc of particular law 
cafes-, wherefore they pretend itsftudy does not in- 
forrae the ludge liter aSy , but by way of illumination , 
which not being given to fecular perfons , does neat- 
ly put laofers off, from referring themfelves to the 
Text : The Inflict being arbitrary , makes it in their 
opinion, the more to the purpofeofthepubliquej for 
the ludge s knowing themfelves but instruments of 
S tatty andthat in its favour is their eftablifliment, they 
will ever judge by the intcrefTe thereof , if not out oc 
honefty^tt for their owne advancement. 

I muft eternally remember the Turkijh juftice for 
honourable to Strangers , whereof I have twice had 
experience : Firft at Saraih, in Bofnah , where I was 
forced to Inflict by a Chriflian^ whom I had fore 
wounded, for threatning to buy mee for a (lave j when 
the Caufe was declared by two Turkes my compani- 
ons; the ludge not onely freed mee with words, and 
gtflurt very refpe&ive, but fined my adverfary at for- 
tic Dollars, and menaced him with death, if any mif- 
chiefe were plotted againft me. 

Another time dxAndrinople, eleven, or twelve of us 

flipping together, all Turkes but my felfe; there was 

z:S*ntek r vthoisan Officer very eminent about the 

Emptronrs perfon 5 hee drankc fo beaft ly drunke, as in 
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the night, hec having a lodging in the top of the Hone, 
miftookc himfelfe , tumbled off to the ground , and 
within few houres , dyed : The next morning, all the 
company was imprifoned,but I, whointhenight,had 
efcaped out at a decayed corner, of the Hane, and hid 
my felfe under a Bridge, without the citicy every 
man was fined as circumBance did eif her excufe , or ag- 
gravate, the leaft payed foure thoufand A/pers , fome 
twice as much .• The Judge by reafon of my flight, 
fufpetfed fome extraordinary guilt in me,and had fenc 
out lanizaries for my appre&enjion. 

I feeing the outragious drunkennefle of the Turkcs, 
had all my Voyage pretended for little lefle then a 
Commandment in the Religion of my Comtrey , not to 
drinke above three draughts at a meeting - whereby, 
the refpe<5i ofconfeience gave mee thatprivi/edge of fo- 
briety, which no other excufe could have obtained $ 
wherefore when the Iudge was by the reft informed 
of my abftinence, and that I had no hand in the excefle, 
he called backe the officers^nd pronounced mee free / 
wherein , whether hee regarded mee as abftemi- 
em , or as a ftranger , I could not learne : One cu* 
ficme in their Iufiice I have found, which confutes our 
vulgar maxime, that fayes no commerce can bee main- 
tained without fidelity of oath , for all Turky is but a 
mtfcellany of people, whofe ReUgi$nshwt little effeft 
upon the cenfcience > and that drowned in faftionz- 
gainft one another , fome of them as the Zinganaes, 
doe not fo much as pretend too any Ged: in this cafe, 
an oath were of to (lender *ra#* fot matters of imjiw- 
unee^ for hee who will commit tcftimony to oath, 
muft beefure to uphold in the people mmfull % and 

under 



A Voyage into the Levant. 



tender fenfc of Divine power, orelfeia trufting oathes 
with trjrak, he exalts knavery in the opprefston oft rut & 
whdrcfore they put not the wit nejfes to oath, but exa- 
mine them a part ; wherein fome wife Daniels may 
have filch art of queft ions fo unexpected, and of fuch 
fecret confequence as no premeditate agreement can 
prevent: A falfe mtnejfe endures what thcaccufed 
ibould have done, had he becne guilty .• The word of 
a knowne Turke upon the faith or a Ulfujfelman beares 
downeall other teftimony, unlefle relieved by ftrong 
circumstance : Three women make hut one mtnejfe. 
<■: When any man dyes , the land in moft parts of 
Turky, is in the Emperours gift, who aifo hath the 
tenth of his moveables : The reft firft payes the Wii- 
dmves their Iointure agreed, andinrolledj then what 
remaines is equally divided among his children .• The 
fonne of any great Commander ^ neither inherits his fa- 
thers dignity, nor is admitted to new j thus are both 
Riches^ and Honour hindered from continuing in a fa- 
mily $ whereby none hath any credit with the peo- 
ple, but as inftruments to the Gran-Signior, who being 
fole-giver of all,every man fits himfelfe to his employ- 
mews, without poffibility of any greatnejfe unfervice- 
*ble y indefendant , or dangerous tp the Croxvne: for 
place, the right hand they hold uppermoft for the 
Clergy , and the left for a Souldier , becaufe it gives a 
man poflfeflion of his Companions Sword r j thus doe 
,bo*ht»ders converfe without the depreffion of ei- 
ther * Vpon this Body of their La wes, I will fet one 
BOKcwiceming their Bead: Every State is then beft 
fitted, when its Lams, and Governors fuk with the 
tad whereto it is framed : A State ordered oncly to 
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preservation is then happy when its Lawes not onely 
bid peace, for that is vaine, but contrive it, and when 
the Prince is of Nature peaceable: But the Turfofh 
Empire is originally compofd to amplific by warre, 
and for that purpofe, keeps the Souldeiry in continual! 
pay$ wherefore it is beft fitted with a Prince of na- 
ture violent, and warlike, of which ftrainetheitf ah$- 
metan Race ufe to bee 5 and when any of them hath 
chanced to proove **//</<?,though never fo j*/?,and Reli- 
gious, it hath beene found leffe profitable, and glori- 
ous to the Empire, then the violence of the others, al- 
though accompanied with much Tyranny j Therefore 
the fuppofed errors of Sultan CMurat now reigning, 
being manifeftly thofe of a ftout Spirit , agree with 
violent nature of the Government, wherein they are 
not fo pernicious as the Chrifiians imagine: To rhefe 
berter parts of their luftice, I muft attaque the mainc 
difordcr which defames it} that is, their unfatiablc 
covetoufnejje \ which in a Mor all, ot Theological! way 
this difcourfe cannot lay hold off; but in refpe&s C/- 
vill 7 it is a thing of dangerous effett s many times dis- 
appointing commands of gteateft confequence : Charles 
the eight of France loft the kingdome of Naples, not 
fomuch by any other errour, as by the covemfnejfe 
of his Treafurer * the Cardinal/ of San Malt in detai- 
ning fuch disburfements as the King had appointed 
to the provisions thereof; nor can there be any grea- 
ter defeat of publique defignes, then when the com- 
mands whereon they rely e^ are by the avarice of the 
inferiour Magiftrate made fruftrate: wherefore I 
noted it is a pernicious piece of Government, that af- 
ter the Bafbacs had at Sophy a made publique Procto- 
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mation to hang all lanizaries who ihould be found 
behind them} yet did I fee many very confidently 
fhy behind, and make their peace for money wich 
the Governours of Provinces : fome told mee that if it 
fliould come to the Emperours notice , hee would put 
thofe Governors to crueil deathes 5 and certainly fuch 
errours can have no lefle remedies : wherefore Poly- 
iius, and others as they write, that the Africans were 
aiwayes more covetous then thofe of Europe , Co alfo 
doc they accufe them of more crueltie 5 and fome- 
times crueltie is not only the cure of their avarice, but 
the effett of it, for they gladly take any colour for 
execution upon thofe whofe death affords a good 
conffcation: The fourth point propofed was their 
mora// parts: Thofe I compare to Glajfes: the edu- 
cation and lawes of a Country are the moulds where* 
in they areblowne to this , or that fhape, but the met- 
. tt/Zisthefpiritof a man, therefore with that I will 
begin: It hath beene maintained , that men are natu- 
rally borne, fome for Jlavery , others to command : 
divers complexions make men timid, dextrous , patient, 
induflriom ; and of other qualities right forfervicej 
others are naturally magnanimous , considerate, rapaci- 
ous, daring, and peremptory % No man can fay, Nature 
intends the one fort to obey j the other to rule j for if 
Nature have intentions, yet is it vanitie to argue them 
by our modell — qui* illi afecretis ? but fure the latter 
-arc very prone to invade the others, and they as apt to 
beare: This differcacc of Spirit is manifeft, fomc- 
times in whole Nations • as to compare the Spanifh 
with the Sicilian $ the bravtry of the one, and pujillani- 
mity of the other, fecmes naturally to marke out the 
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one for Domination, the other for bondage : Thus if c- 
ver any race of men were borne with Sprits able to 
bearedownethe world before them, Ithinke it robe 
the Turkey heisinhis behaviour, ( howfoever other- 
wife ) the right fonneof Ijhmaell$ every mans hand is 
againft him , and his againft every man : betweenc 
Chriftendomc, and Perfia, he hath all the world againft 
him j he ftill defignes one, or both, for his taskc j and 
that not as other Princes, for counter poyfe with intent 
of Peace; but with a refolution irrevocably engaged, 
to bee all 9 or nothing : Vnto the greatnefle of their Em- 
fire, I doc much afcribe the greatneffe oftheir Spirits : 
No man can expe& in Luca, or Genoa fuch vaft fold 
mcn,as in old Rome j for mighty Empires exercife their 
fubje&s in mighty employments, which makes them 
familiar with admirable examples, and great victories, 
whereby their minds are inlarged : whereas petty 
States with their Petty employments* timid counfels, - 
and frequent difgraces,impoverifh,and enfeeble mens 
ftnecs, rendring them pufillanimous, and too ftraight 
for great thoughts : Now as all conftitotions of bo- 
dies are prone to fcverall difeafes peculiar to their 
frame • fo have the minds of men to their divers a- 
biliries fome proper way of error 5 the fobtile ufe to bee 
malicious, falfe, andfuperftitious j the Timide enciine to 
breach of promife 7 to bafe wayes of revenge, and the 
like • The magnanimotu are apt to bee corrupt with an 
haughty Infolency^ though in fome Congenerous : this 
is thcTurktfh way, remorceleffe to thofewhobeare up, 
and therefore raiftaken for beaftly j but fuch it is not 5 
for it conftandy receives humiliation with muchftveet^ 
ntjfe: This to their honour, zndmyfatfsfatfion,levev 
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foand : I hadahnoft hourely exferkwt hereof, which 
myuafoykdfuccefTc makes meenotblufli to remem- 
ber; yet not to weary my pen, I will noteonelymy 
feconddayes journey, which in the contrary enter- 
tainment of my felfe, and a Rhagufean gave me t he 6 rft 
tafte : I clad in Turktjh manner, rode with two Turke$ y 
an houre before our Caravan^ wee found fourety^- 
Timarhtsby a river, where we ftay'd , They were at 
dinner, and feeing by my head> I was a Chriftian, they 
called to me; I not understanding what they would* 
ftoodftill, till they menacing their weapons, rofe, and 
came to mee, with lookes very ugly j I fmiling met 
them, and taking him who feemed of moft port, by 
the hand, layed it to my forehead, which with them 
is thegreateft figne of love, and honour, then often cal- 
ling him £^<*#i^,fpoke£^^ which though none 
ofthekindeft, yet gave I kfuchafound, as to them 
.who underftood no further, might feeme ajfeftionate, 
humble^m^ hearty j which fo appeafed them, as they 
made me fit,and eate together, and parted loving .• pre- 
fently after, they met the Caravan , where was the 
RhagHfeanjL Merchant of quality, who came in at Spa- 
latra to goe far Conft minority he being clothed in the 
it4ia»&fokon, andfpruce, they /uftled him •• He not 
yet confiderifig, how the place had changed his con- 
dition , flood upon his femes , till they with their 
Axes, and iron Maces ( the weapons of that Country,) 
broke two of his ribs, in which cafe, we left him bc- 
hinde, halfe dead,either to get backe as hecould,or be 
devoured of beafts: Not two hourcs after, I walking 
alone* on the other fide of the river, met fixe,or (eavett 
more* who efpying a Dagger iaoiy pockety fnatchtit 

fuddenly, 



A Voyage into die Lrtanu 99 

fuddenly, and fet it againft my breaft j wherewith one 
of them fpeaking Italian, I vronfo ferre tipofl them, 
with refpe&ive words v as they had me into a houfe, 
where wee eate, dranke, and lodged together $ and 
thoughfomegot very drunke, none offered meeany 
injury, but kindly advifed me , to lay afide that wea* 
pon,and nfe fuch as the Countrey permitted 5 finally 
after daily fuccefle in the like kinde , I grew fo confi- 
dent of the Turkifh nature, as when Lances, or Knives, 
were often fet againft me, I doubted not my felfe, un- 
lefle ic were by a Drunkard, or a Souldier vtlumier $ 
fordrinke makes the/dwy of the one uncertaine, and 
the other going to merit Paradtfe by killing of Chri- 
stians was no fafe company for mee; nor were my 
wayes being framed onely to receive infolency, able to 
cntertainc malice , efpecially a malice engaged by Re- 
ligion : This haughty difpoficion of others , makes 
the faftitons of other Countrey s rather defpifed , then 
imitated, fo that in all the In-land of Turky, where 
Cbriftian Merchants ufe not, if I appeared in the leaft 
part clothed like a Chriftian, I was tufted like an 
Owle among other birds: atfirft I imputed it to Bar- 
barifme^ but afterward lamenting thereof to one of 
the better fort, to note bow they underftood it 5 hete 
told me, they would have no novelties, and therefore 
would difgrace all new examples j then I perceived it 
to bee a peece rather of lnjtiwim,thm Incivilitie j for 
they defiring perpetuall heftility with the Chrifiians, 
rauft eftrange the People from theiv Cuftemes as utter- 
ly as may be j Now there is no innovation drawes in 
forreignc manners fafter,then that of AfpareU: Befides 
that, it fecmes honourable for the r^i//7; Nation, to 
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retaine their ancient habit of clothing 5 for as the 
French Court gives this fide of the world patterne of 
apparell,fo does the Turkifh to the Levant : Yet they 
to this day vary but little from that long , and loofe 
manner of garment reported to have beene ever ufed 
in the EaB : Their houfes are generally made of bricke 
drycdintheSunne; poore, and low, that they may 
not be worth taking from the child, when the father 
dyes : Thzpublique buildings are vafte, and ftatcly a 
farreoffj that alfo is wonderfully beautified by the 
abundance of trees 5 planted among the howfesjfoas 
each citie ftemes rather a Wood, then a Citie j which 
befide the pleafant afpefl, Shelters againft the Sum- 
mersSunne, and Winters winde : the ftreets are not 
broad , but paved with an high foot caufie on each 
fide, in the middle is paflfage for Carts, and Horfes, 
from the Caves on both fides, is made a boorded 
Arche not very clofc, yet much defenfive againft 
Sunne,and faine : Vpon the taking of any Towne 3 the 
firft thing they ere<S, is publique Bathes , which they 
eftablifli with faire revenues ; fo that for lefTc then 
twopence, any man, or woman may be bathed with 
cleane linnen, and never attendant; it is death for any 
man to enter when women bath, which hee (hall know 
by a Barre before the doore : hee or Jhee who bathe not 
twice, or thrice a weeke^are held najty; every time 
they make water or other uncleane cxercife of nature, 
they wafli thofe parts, little regarding who (lands 
by; if a Dig chance to touch their hand, they wafh pre. 
iently : before Frayer they wafli bothface> and hands, 
fometimes the head, and privities : many of their Cu- 
ftomes have bcene in Bgjft thoufands of yeares before 
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dfahometifmetfo neceflary a thing to prevent difeafes, 
iscleanlinefle in hot Countryes^ and to men of groflfe 
food; to this Herodotus af bribes the old circumcifion 
in Egypt, and fo doe I that ofCWabomet, who had no 
diviner warrant, and cared not for bare imitation : for 
the Authors of Superftition when they finde Cu- 
ftomes very ufefull , knowing that reafon fuffices not 
to hold them in practice with the vulgar , they plant 
them amongft their other ceremonies, and make them 
confeientiom, which is the onely way to put them up* 
on low capacities .• in the skirts of each Towne, neere 
fome river, or other pleaiiog profpeft there ufc to bee 
round open Garden-houfes , where any may fit, and 
paffe time : Befides all former refpe&s, there is a no- 
ther feate, which furnilhes Turky with magnificent 
Bridges, Hanes^ Meskeetoes, High wayes, and other pub- 
liqucflruflures} that is this.- When any Provinciall 
Governour^ is both for riches^ and rapine, notorious, he 
is fure ere long to be circumvented, or elfe Iayed open 
to the accufer, for a confiscation $ Hee to prevent this, 
hath no fairer way , then for the good , to make 
fome worke of eminent magnificence $ wherein hee 
gaines twofafe points of reputation , in being held 
Pious, and exhauft j the one flops the Accufer, the o- 
ther the Exchequer : Their Diet is very full, and grofle, 
they willrefufe all dainties forapcecc of fat xJMut- 
ton • that they feeth with Rice, which is the raoft ge- 
nerall food they ufe 5 they call that mixture Pilam, 
over it they put milke made thicke, and fower, called 
Tugurt, with Pcafe, Rice, and Mutton they make their 
Porrage churbsb : thefe are the three ordinary dtfhes 
otTurky j they want not others,as Luxury* or ncceflitie 
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require : Their mighty eatiung I impute to the drink- 
ing of water, which after awhile, makes a goodfto- 
macke, as by experience I found .- They abhorrc Mend, 
and things ftrangled, and care little hxfijh, orfowle, 
but often buy them alive, to let them goe 5 whereto 
they pretend no Metemffuchofis, or any other rea- 
fon, bucthatofnaturallcompaffion; wherein they 
are fo good , as to let fowle feede of 'their Granaries, 
cfpecially in thofe of Ufefh i at Gran Cairo, a place is 
left open for Birds, and fome thoufandsof Syalls 
yearely fcored off for the fame to the Bajhak; thus 
arc in Turky all Birds fo tame, never ufed to violence, 
as I have throwne my Coate upon Tttrtle-Doves in 
the high-way es, and ggiiles would ordinarily htf 
upon our legges, and armes,, as wee flept in the fields : 
Every night they fliut Dogs, and Cats forth of doores 5 
that is a piece of their Religion, and a cleanly one : 
the Dogs goe moft together making a hideous noyfe, 
and are dangerous by night, xdtbeeves, and drunkards i 
others feldome walke among them after it is darker 
The ©nely beaftly peeo: of in\ufiice I found among the 
Turku, was their confidence, to catch or buy up for 
Slave, any Chriftian they finde in the Count rey j nor can 
hee efcape unlelTe where he bee a fetled knowne Mer- 
chant t or goe with fome Protestor .•■ I met with many 
wftain fach Voyages as mm had falne fhort, zti&pro- 
fhejied the like to me .• I have divers times beene put 
to defend my felfe with my Knife, from being mo- 
ved intohoufes , by thofe who would have kept mee 
zSUve, and fcarce any day paft '>, but fome or other 
cheapned mee with the lanixM^^ whoif he had fold 
mee , I had flo remedy, befide what difdaine of life 
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might have prefented; this I held the word part of 
my danger* and againft which, there is nd preparati- 
on of aflutance,but in a finall refoliitioo; yet as much 
as in meelay, I ufed two wayes of prevention ; one 
was when they queftioned my condition, &defignc, 
which was often j I gave them feverall accounts, as 
1 doted the Place, and Auditory $ ftill in effed to fhew 
me borne rich y b\xt falne to f overt ie, without any fault 
of mtnej my friends all dead, and that having no a- 
bilitie for gaine, I had wagcr'd the ftnall reliques of 
my fortune, uponareturnefrom Conftantinople, and 
Gran Cairo : this though farre below my fortiiaes,yet; 
paflfed with them for truth,and fuchaofie y ascmbel- 
Je(hed with fit circumftance, procured rne efteeme, 
and compaifion ; and which Was above ail,made me 
appears unprofitable to the buyer^for they buy more 
in hope of ranfome, then fervice •• and therefore of- 
ten enquired , where I had any correfpondence : my 
other way was to note the territories adjoyning, with 
the wayes for flight, to ftudy our company : art d 
giving mat to fomc, money toothers, lever kept in 
lecret penfion fomc of the Caravan who underftood 
the language, and told mec all that paft : then kicach 
place of abode, I acquainted my felfe with * fame Re* 
mgadoe y whfofe ftory after he had delivered, I knew 
how to make him fo much my friend , as in cafe of 
danger , would have helpt me to &yc> or conefcale t 
herein was the moft cxpcnce,and unquiet 0$ my i#f± 
age : this excepted, the Tntkifh difpofiritin hgette+ 
rdus, loving, and honcftj id farre f torn fal fifymg 
his pr6mife,as if hedotfbnrhy his hand on his ireaft* 
hwd^<xbead } asthyufe* oi:chiefely:breake^i<af 
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with rae, if I had an hundred lives , I duf ft venture 
them upon his word, efpecially if he be a naturall 
Turh,no UMore, Arab, ox Egyptian-, to thofe I never 
committed my felfe, till they had engaged wife, and 
children for my fafe delivery : they feldome travell 
fingle, but cxpe#ing till a great nnmber be bound 
for the kme place, goe, and lodge together ; this fe- 
cures from thieves unleflTe they come in troopes, and 
then the Gwermur fends againft them : Though 
great j>art ofTurky be but of new plantation , and 
therefore not yet populous , ncverthelefle , in every 
place of good pafturage, there are Shepheards, fome 
of them with flocks of two or three thoufand , fee- 
ding from one Citie, to another , which caufes fuch 
plenrie in Towne, and Coun trey ,as for an halfc-pcn- 
tiy in moft townes they fell , as much rofted Mutton, 
as one man can eate 3 and for two fhillings three-pence, 
Ihavefeenea live fat fheepe bought in places two 
hundred miles from any Citie. In moft townes an 
halfe^penny lpafe will fuffice two or three men a 
meale: This plenty was firft caufed by depopulati- 
on, but will in time, breed greater numbers of their 
owne race : The naturall Turkes, and the Renegadtes 
are not fubje& to thofe taxes and tollesof Chriften- 
dome, not is their quiet, and plentie fit to be publiflied 
among the adjoyning Chrtftians 5 only vineyards in 
whofe hand foever, pay to the Spahyes, to the Guards 
aw, and others, becaufe Win* is a prohibited Ware 5 
yet after all thofe ^perfections , it is much cheaper 
there, then mchriftendme, but not every where to be 
had,for though in that polnt^Mahomets wife order fuf- 
fcr violence, yet with the better part it prevailes^ and 
.'.-' ~* ~~ T ^ makes 
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makes fome drinke with fcruple, others with danger; 
the bafer fart when taken drunke,arc often Baftinaaoed 
on the bare feet . and I haw feeae Tome after a fit of 
drunkennefle, lye a whole night crying, and praying 
to Mahomet for interceffion , that I -could not flecpe 
ncere them j fo ftrong is confcicncc even where the 
foundation is but imaginary: This want of wine hath 
devifed other drinkes to their meate , for the better 
fort 5 as Ffaph which is water fod With Raijins, fome- 
times with Honey 5 but above the reft , they efteemc 
Sherbets^ made with Sugar ,tht juyce o£Lemmons,Pea- 
ches,Jfricockes> Violets, or other Flowers, Fruits, and 
/V^^aseachcountrey affoords; thefe are dryed 
together, into a confidence reafonable hard,and por- 
table for their ufe in Warre, or elfe-where, mingling 
about a fpoonefull with a quart of water : They have 
another drinke not good at meat, called Cauphe made 
of a Berry, as bigge as a fmall Beam, dryed in a Fur- 
nace, and beat to powder, of a foote colour, in tafte 
a little Bitteri/b that they feeth, and drinke hoteas 
may be endured : it is good all houres of the day , but 
efpecially morning, and evening , when to that pur- 
pofe, they entertaine themfelves 2 or 3 houres in Can- 
f>he- houfes, which in all Turky abound more then Inms> 
and Ale-houfes with us: it is thought to be the old 
biacke broth ufed fo much by the Lacedemonians, and 
dryeth ill humors in the ftomacke , comforteth the 
braine, never caufeth drunkennefle, or any other for- 
feited is a harmeleflc entertainment of good fejlow- 
(hip.j for there upon fcaffoids,halfe a yard high, and 
covered with Mats, they fit cro§e4eggdzix$x the 
Tnrkijh manner,many times two or three hundred to- 
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gether, talking, and likely with fomc poore Muficke 
paffing up and downe: The MufiskcoiTurky is worth 
confidmrion*, through all thofe vaftc Dominions, 
there Fiinaes one tutiCj and for Ought I hard,ti6 more, 
nor can every man play that j yet fcarce any but hath 
a fddky with two firings, and at Feafts , and other 
meetings , will confidently play upon it , but hee 
knowes not to what tune, nor can play the fame 
twice over $ this I'm fure of* for to make experiment, 
I Jiave ventured to play atdivers raeetings^retending 
the ayers of my coantrey , to note whether they had 
skill <*f fio,and tooke fo well as they h^etoftftlwade 
tneplay againe j then I found their skill and mine a- 
Iike^ for I never underftood theleaft touch of any in- 
ftrument * Nothing could more difguife their Genius 
unto me, who was ufed to gueffe at xhtfanfits of men 
by the syres wherewith I found them moft taken, al- 
moft as much as by their difcourfe : I muft not for- 
get to note their Itloufie , wherein a Turk* exceeds an 
Italian, as farre as he us j the caufe is Polygamy, which 
makes the husband guiltie of infufficient correspon- 
dence and therein fearefull that his wife may feekea 
further fatisfa#i©n • therefore their women goe muf- 
fled all but the eyes, nor are fuffred to goe to Churchy 
or fo much as looke out at the windowes of their 
ownehoufes: The man 'may divorce when he will, 
with reftitution of Ioynture, and fome further fatis- 
fa&km , as the ludgt pleafes , yet not without fome 
reafonable pretence againft the woman : I faw at A#» 
drindfk a woman with many of her friends went 
weeping toa ludgt^ where in his pretence, (he tooke 
of hers^jw, and held it the fole upward, butfpake 
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nothings I enquired what it meant, one told me, it 
was the ceremony ufed when a married woman coro- 
plaines chat her husband would abufe her againft na- 
ture, which is the only caufe, for which fhe may fue 
a divorce as fhee then did; that delivery by way of 
Emblem* , feemed neate , where the/it5f was too tin- 
cleane for language : There are very few beggars m 
Turfy, by reafoa of the great plentie of Vittutls^ on- 
ly one fort I wondred at , that is their Baritones who 
are able cunning Rogues , much like our Tom of Bed- 
lams $ ever with fome fuch difguife to pretend a cra- 
zed braine; but they aft in a more grave fablime, and 
vneke way then ours ; why thefe are refpeded,I could 
never heare any reafon other then campaffion $ but I 
obferved fuch a reverence borne them , as made mee 
thifik€hreligtoM$ nor is it ftrange > that fuperftitions 
fbould honour all eclypfe of underftandmg , whofe 
light difcovers them too farre : There is no people 
more courteous of Salutation, then the Txrkes $ in 
meeting upon the high-way, one with zjtoope, and his 
AWuponbis breaft, bids Salamn Akek, the other 
with like obeifance, replyes Aleck Salaum 5 and when 
any one comes into company >the reft falutehim with 
a Merahbah Sultamm, ever fweetning their converfa- 
rion,with fuch accent of pronunciation, and fo much 
refpeaive gefture, as favours of a gentle Genius, free 
from that rudenefie,whereof they arc accufed : Their 
Sepnttures are notable ; thofe of Princes ax great men y 
are covered over withjiike, or cloth of gold, with a 
Twrbant, at the Head, and let under a vaulted Arch 
fupported by foure Marble pillars ; fome with a lit- 
tle Cocke oifomtam watered lamps continually bur* 
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ning j they are made necre the UWeskeeto,c[pecially if 
they built one, but never within it • the more ordina- 
ry, are buryed in fomc plcafant place without the Ci- 
tie, with an high ftose (landing at the head, and ano- 
ther at the feet* that at the head $ hath fometimes an 
Epitaph, and if it be a man of qualitie is made at top 
in forme of a Turbant-, thofe who beftow a Marble- 
ftone over them, have it in the middle cut through a- 
bout a yard long,and a foot broad; therein they plant 
fuch kinde of plants , or flowers as endure greene all 
the yeare long $ which feeme to gr 3 w out of the dead 
body, thinking thereby to reduce it agaiue into play, 
though not in the Scene of fenfible creatures , yet of 
thofe vegetable , which is the next degree , and per- 
haps a preferment beyond the duft. 

The Turkijb Nation cannot yet be generally aban- 
doned to vice , having two fuch great enemies , the 
Chriftim on this fide, the Perfian on that • were they 
once removed, it would foone corrupt, like Rome af- 
ter the fall of Carthage and Antiochm, or worfe ; for 
then it would have a farre greater Empire , than ever 
the Roman was,npr is it much leffe already, nor want- 
ing fo much in extent , as it exceeds in being more 
abfolute,and better compaft. It hath ever beene,and 
yet is the vanitic of Nations , to efteeme themfelves 
civellcr , and more ingenious , becaufe more curious 
in fuperftitions than other people , whofe moderati- 
on, diverfity, or difdainc of thofe follies, they termc 
barbarous, and beaftly ftupidity, uncapableof fitch 
illuminations $ thus of old , thz Egyptians defpifed 
the Grecians > they the Romanes j the Romanes all the 
World| mi at this day the Papifis us } the lewis 

them} 



A Voyage into the Levant. 1 op 



them 5 the UWahmctans-all After this difcourfe of 
the party imperial! } I muft not forget thofe other 
Se<5ts which it hath in its fubje&ipn-, they are gene- 
rally chrijlians , and Iewes ; Chrijlian ftrangers they 
call freink , but their owne Subjects are either La- 
tines, Armenians , Greekes, or of another fort whereof 
I have feene infinite numbers in all that trad of $nU 
garj >, and Serviah , who are baptized onely in the 
name of Saint lohn % their difference Tbeologicalll en- 
quired not , but in fadion I noted them fo defperate 
malicious towards one another , as each loves the 
Turke better than they doe either of the other , and 
ferve him for informers , and inftruments againft one 
another : the hatred of the Greeke Church to the 
Rmijl) was the Ioffe of Belgrade in Hungary, and is at 
this d^y fo implacable , as* hec who iaany Chrijlian 
warre upon the Turke, fliould expeft the leaftgood 
wifh from the Chrijlians in thofe parts> would finde 
himfelfe utterly deceived : I often was helpt by 
Turkes, and Renegadoes, againft the malice of their 
Chrijlians $ at Rhodes they informed the Bajhae of us 
for burying a Boy of our company , and but for a 
Spanijh Renegadoe , ithadcoftour libertic. The La* 
tines arcPapiJls, but fo few, and defpifed, as not to be 
reckoned. The Armenians or Chaldeans % arc alfo 
Chrijlians , but hare a deeper tin&ure of CMahome* 
tifme than the reft : The Greeke Church feemes little 
inferiour in number to the Roman , for though the 
CatholickesdXQ thicker in France, Spaine, Germany, and 
Italy, than the others in Turkic 9 CMttfcovic , and Per* 
fia . yet their Provinces doe fo infinitely exceed thofe 
in extent, as will make the Greeke Church, though 
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in thinner Plantations , mare numerous than the o- 
ther : This proportion was aflured cleare before the 
loflfe of Cmfi*ntimpU> which to Rome it felfc, if not 
considered as a Corrivall, was a decpe blow. Now 
in all Turky, the number of Cbriftiam is wonderfully 
abated, for befide the (laughter inconqueft, they are 
daily diminished by other arts. The Turke takes a 
more pernicious way to extinguifh Chriftianitie, 
than ever the Heathen Emperours did • their hot per- 
fections got them. the envie which followes cru- 
elty, and made the people companionate the gfflt&ed 
caufe, whereby commiferation which is a ftrong 
piece of humane nature, blew the flame of seale, and 
raifed more affe&ion to the caufe, than terrour could 
fuppreffe; thence came the faying, Sanguis UM arty, 
rum Semen EccJefia : the Turke puts none to death for 
Religion, whereby none from Fire, or Gallowcs 
moove companion to their caufe, Bee rather fuckes 
the purft, than unprofitable blood, and by perpetual! 
poverty renders them low towards himfelfe , and 
heavie to one another: Hee turnes the Chriftian 
Churches into Meskeetoes, much fuppreifing the pub- 
likecxercifc of Religion, efpecially of the R»mijh % 
though not utterly, lb- that each generation becomes 
Jcfle inftru&ed thaa other, in fe much that at this 
time' (as -by tryalil found) miany whoprofefle them- 
ftlves christians , fcarceknow wh« they oieancby 
being fo j Finally 5 perceiving themfdves poore, 
'wretched, fiaxed,di (graced, deprived of their 4 chil- 
4re« y and fub je<a to the infolence of every Raskall, 
they begin to confider, and preferre this prefent 
World, before that other which they fo little un- 
derstand 
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derftand. This turnes fo many thoufands to Maho- 
tnctamfme^ and prcvailcs with lefle fcandall, than fire 
and fword would doe, in as much as it goes lefle 
harffi with a man to forget his Religion, than to de- 
fie it j for confciencc wrought on by education, 
holds the minde of man, as a lace wound about a bo- 
dy $ the Turkijh courfe unlaces it by degrees, as it had 
beenc wound up, fo bringing it off cleare ; but bloo- 
dy perfecutioo ftriving to pull it away at a fnatcb, 
is too fudden a violence, difordering and intangling 
things fafter then they were. Thus if we view thefe 
affaires no further than the eye of reafoncan reach, 
hee feemes in a probable way to taint all the Chriftu 
4ns under his Dominions ; but it muft be the workc 
of time s in the meane- while , they fervc to fill his 
coffers, and in effe&fupply him with Gibeomte$,zxi<& 
Husbandmen to till his Land , while his Mufftlmtn 
arereferved to the commanding employment of the 
Sword. Therefore hee doth not much care for a gc- 
nerall converfion, as appeared in Stljmm the fecond, 
who feeing a company of many thoufands fall 
downe before him, and hold up the fore-finger , (as 
their manner of converfion is) hee asked whar moved 
them to turne, they replyed it was to bee eafed of 
their heavie taxations ; hee difdaining that bafenefle, 
or not willing to loofe in tribute , for an unfound ac- 
ceffion in Religion, rejeded their converfion , and 
doubled their taxations : Neverthelefle particular 
Convertites , if ferious, voluntary, and Perfons of 
important condition, are received with honour, and 
large reward, especially ftrangers ; I faw at Belgrade 
a feaft carryed by aboue threefcore perfons, and after 
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ail, a Horfe worth at leaft thirty pounds, feat from 
the Btfhae to one of thefc at the day of his circumci- 
fi$n, and I was told hee had oeere a thoufand Dollers 
given by others 5 but bee had borne good office in 
Tr4»filv4*i4. I once met at a feaft a youth whofe 
Father was Governour of a neighbour Townc in 
Traafihm*, tome in a jefting manner tfercatned cir- 
cumcifion to us both : I knowing their intereft lay 
all towards him, firft fevered ray caufe from his, and 
then jefted ray felfe off. But the next day, they fent 
to apprehend him, and iffomc of his Countrymen 
had not helpt him over the D**ubm by night, hee 
had &eene fhut up, for befide the intcrefle of ftate, he 
was a handfome youth, and his Father able for ran- 
fbme, which are two ftrong motives , unleffe it bee 
upon fuch termes, there is fcldome any compulsion 
ofconfeience, and then not by death, where no cri- 
minall offence gives occafion. I did much convcrfc 
with RtntgAtUcs, and had good opportunity by then* 
Italian tongue, to found what fpirits they were, and 
on what motives they fell off $ generally I found 
them Atheifts, who left our caufe for the Turkijh as 
i&e more thriving in the Word, and fuller of prefer- 
ment: thefehateusnotothcrwifethanin flaew, un- 
ieffe where they findc themfclves abhorred for their 
Apoftacy j then take heed, for in your ruine they get 
both revenge, and reputation ofzeale j but with a 
more opportune behaviour , I have wonne much 
<xwrtefefrom them, and upon occafion, put my life 
at one of their discretions , and found him Noble • 
thefc are the voluntary Renegadecs^ there are another 
fort, whom hard ufagc, and captivity brings In, ra- 
ther 
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thcr than any ambition, or difguft at home* Thefc 
though neccflitatc to hold on, yet they beare a great 
goodwill to ChriHitns, and likely a deepe grudge to 
the Turks ; I firft noted this by an Eunuch of the 
Garrifon of Belgrade, 1 had with money made him 
to friend, again ft fny neccflity of flight, I going 
to vifithirn in his houfe, nigh the River DMmim^ 
found him alone very drunke • hee out of that heat, 
and experience of my engagement , fell to rayle a« 
gainft the Turkes, and withall fliewing mee how they 
had marred his game, well (quoth hee) doc you fee 
that River, there fcldome hath pafl: wcekc, fince I 
have beene in this City, (which was halfc a ycarc ) 
but fome night or other , I have throwne fome of 
their children therein, and told mee that formerly in 
other places, hee had done many fuchfecret reven- 
ges, for their gelding of him : before my experience 
of thefe Apoftataes , I fuppofed that their paradice 
had won many from our fide $ but of all that I pradi~ 
fed, there was none taken either with that, or other 
points of their do&rinc, but manifeftly with refpe&s 
worldly, wherefore feeing how many daily goc 
from us to them, and how few of theirs to us • it ap- 
peares of what confequence the profperity of a caufe 
is to draw men unto it, and how uncertainely they 
judge of all other merit. The chiefc Sed whereof I 
defired to be enformed was the Iewes j whofc mo- 
derne condition is more condcmned,then understood 
by Chriftian- Writers , and therefore by them delive- 
red with fuch a zealous ignorance , as never gave me 
fatisfadion : Their primitive profeflion was Shep- 
heards , whofe innocent kinde of life had leiiure for 
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the ftudy of that Hytrmhic, which in after times, 
their fctlcd pofleffion of Canaan^ut into a& ; But (as 
we daily fee, ) Neceffitie makes fhifes , and nothing 
corrupts cleare wits more then defperate fortunes,and 
forreinc converfation . fo it befell them in their fre- 
quent Captivities, wherein the malice of their eftate, 
and corruptions of the Gentiles, did extreamely de- 
bauch their old innocence, and fnom Shepheards, or 
Tillers of land, turned them to what they now are, 
Merchants, Brokers, and Cheaters; hereto is added 
nofmall neceffitie from their Religion, which as of 
old, fo at this day, renders them more generally odi- 
ous, then any one fort of men, whereby they are dri- 
ven to helpe themfelvcs by fhifts of wit, more then 
others are ; and fo as it were bandying their fa&ion, 
againfl: the reft of Mankinde, they become better ftu- 
.dyed, and pradiifed in malice,and knavery, then other 
men : This makes them thrive notwithftanding all 
their oppreffions,to fueh exceffivc riches,as by them- 
felves,! have heard alleadged as a teftimony of divine 
Btntdi&ii* t They are generally found themoft nim- 
ble, and mtercurull wits in the world j which in 
part , is defcended from the originall cgmfcxm of 
their forefathers, who gave notable testimonies of a 
fubtle generation; and hath bcene much advantaged 
by their LMifdicdlm&itmion of Dyet ; a thing of no 
fmall effeft to refine the bloud,and fpirits in fo many 
defecnts. yet above all, I impute it to this unceffantr 
neceffitie, and exercife of wit, which ever keeps it up, 
without growing too remiflc , and ftupid,as ufually 
happens, where men arc not quickned by fuch occa- 
sions : Hereupon it is,that every rizicr, and Bajhae of 
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State ufes to keepe a lew of his private Counfell, 
whofe malice, wir, and experience of Chriftendomc % 
with their continuall intelligence , is thought to ad- 
vife moft of that mifcheifc , which the Turke puts in 
execution againft us ; NeverthelefTe,in moft of their 
converfation, I nored rather the dexteritie of a Chea- 
ter, or Mountcbanke, then any folid wifdome ; and 
fo in their ray lings at ChriB , few invade him by any 
ftayd politicke way ofJthetfmc, moft of them pro- 
phane him with bcaftly tales or fuperftitious ac- 
counts* Divers of them read the new Teftament ma- 
licioufly to cavill , and elude the miracles o£chrift r 
wickedly imputing them to confpiracie among the 
A&ors , and partialitic in the Writers , as of a Le- 
gend 5 above all places in Scripture, they abufe that, 
where it is faid , that when he was to goe up to the 
Paflcover , but few dayes before his Death y his 
kindred, and thofe about him did notyetbelecvej 
whereby they ( not knowing faith to be the gift of 
grace, rather then of reafon ) flander his miracles for 
not fo mamfeftas wecosceivc: Once at their cele- 
bration of a SSbbath at iW/fin Servtth, I was walking; 
with divers of their RMines , efpccially one, much 
reverenced by the reft, who was principall of the Sy~ 
**&&"* at Sophy* • hee would needs urge a difcourfe 
of Chriftianitj , where after his malice had wearied it 
felfe, I asked him whether it were not an undenyable 
figne of Divine aydctoourcaufe^ that withfucha 
raeeke humilitie, as that of Cbrijl, hadraifed it felfe 
over all the proudeft Opprcflbrs ; He ( as the nature 
of poyfon is to infeft things of moft contrary con- 
dition) perverting this reafon, replyedthat Cbrift 
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came when the world had becne tamed by the**- 
mms, whole cruel! vi&ories, and heavy yoakc had 
broken the Spirits of raoft Nations, whereupon he 
would not build his Religion as the old Heathen had 
ever done, upon Heroique brave a#s, but on the con- 
trary meeke humilitic of contrite hearts j which be- 
ing the greatefi: number, (efpecially by that rime they 
come to governe ) caufes it to prevaile fo well j This 
fecming a cold x^itheifme , he further made vaine, 
with an addition concerning the feverall ages of the 
World} comparing the cafe with this LMicrocofme 
of man, whofe infancy is fimple j youth brave $ man- 
hood firme-, but his decaying age faints till the end 
/hutsallups each of thefe periods did hee pretend 
guided by Do<5frines futable , and to the latter re- 
jected Chrifiianity , whofe humble contempt of the 
World , he afcribed to the Worlds old age, ( as in 
man ) growne weary of it fclfc $ After anfvver hereto, 
I defired to underftand fomewhat of their CabaM, 
which I had alwayes held the great fecret of the . 
Iewes j I demanded whether it confifted in that Aritb* 
wfr/Viififfignification of letters as we fuppofe , telling 
himwithall, thatitfeeraedftrange, how letters, and 
words which were impofed differently by the humor 
of man , could touch upon the rcalicieof things in 
themfelvcs, which did not acknowledge our <fcvicesj 
Heanfwered, that in part the Caball did depend Hpon 
letters- , and words , but only Hebrew* wherein Adam 
named things when he was inflate of Imvcencie, and 
underftood their Nature; but in languages made 
fince the fall, the foundation wanted j they as the if- 
fue of confufion aflure nothing therein$then he added 
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the ftory of it j telling me that Cafafffigm&cs traditi- 
e*, which was the way whereby it was transferred 
from one age to another,and that it was in Come raea* 
fure a reparation of our knowledge loft in the fall of 
Adam, andagaine revealed from Cod fcuretimesj 
firft to Adam, who upon his ejedion out of Paradice, 
fitting very difconfolate , God (quoth fee) ientthc 
Angell Raguell to comfort him, and finding his chiefe 
forrow to be in loofing the knowledge of that depen- 
dancy^ and pun&uall commerce which the creatures 
have with their Creator , and amongli one another^ 
the Angel for his illumination therein, inftruded him 
of the peculiar moments of time naturall,and proper 
to each pafTage, wherein things eife impoflible, might 
be brought to paflfe with felicity • hcreat I told him, 
that there was not in our Bible any mention of the 
Angel RagueUs comforting, orinftru&ingof Adam\ 
whereto he replyed like a curfed lew , that the Popes 
had(not only in that place,but in many others,) clip- 
ped, amplified, and mif-related, the old Teftamcnt, 
the better tqcanformeitwith their new, for their 
inftitutions Civill, and Ecclefiafticall which depend 
thereon : The Cabatl( faid he) held in tradition many 
ages, till time with the accidents of the Floud , and 
Babeff, loft it : Then once more God difcovcred it to 
AM&yfes in the Bufli j this he proved out erf E fir as, a 
Booke high in efteemc with them j where in the fe- 
cond Booke God is brought in, faying, — enarravi ei 
mult* mirabUU, (jrt/tefidiei temptrwnfeercta, tcfinem, , 
&fr*cepi ei dictns h*t palam fades verba ; hsc abfctn* 
des$ therefore Mtyfes pubiifhed thok-mirafclia | the 
Creation j the law* and the ifrattites bringing forth 
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of Egypt 5 but thofe— fecreta,ac fines tcmporHmjaz dif- 
clofcdtononebefidehis fevenry Rulers over Ifrael^ 
thefe traditions (bone fay led, in the oppreflions under 
the Pkitiftitsi but the third time God revealed it a- 
gaine ; thatwastofo/MWiinadreamcj foritisfaid 
of Salomon that he knew ^mtium>& confummationem % 
dr medUtatem temporum^ by this Art, he wrote rnasy 
Bookes of all things from the Cedar, to the Hyfop with 
divers others j all which were loft in the Captivity 
enfuing : Therefore the laft time, he pretended it re- 
stored co Efdrati whom as himfelf Writes,God made 
to retire fortie dayes , with five Scribes who in that 
fpace wrote 204 Bookes : thefirft 134, God com- 
manded to publifh for the reading of all , both wor- 
thy, and unworthy : The latter feventy were to paflfe 
private, only among the wife of the people ; thefe la- 
ter 70 they pretend Caballaftique, and not yet all loft : 
When I considered this Art , it put me in minde of 
what the Prophet fayes to the Church of Ifrael— Thy 
habitation U in the rnidfl of deceivers : for although in 
things of inferiour natures , as well as in the paffions 
of man , there zxz-molles adittts , & apta tempora j 
wherein they arc better difpofed for this , or that im- 
preflion,then at other times , yet doe not thefe open 
them further then to an agent thatcomes opportune, 
and in a way naturally proper to the pre-difpofition 
of the fubje# ; thus a Feaver i§ eafier cured at one 
time, then another ; one medicine hits oneacce(Te,an- 
otherthenextjthe like may be obferved in all things j 
but to extend this beyond its due Iimks,and to wayes 
impropper, as to wifliiog,writing, fpeaking and other 
charmes > which cannot regch the realitic of things, 
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comes to as profound a aothmg,as Hermes his Stgilt^ot 
Paracelfa his SpeUagaind Flyes : Their great councell 
of Sanhedrin confiding of feventie one in imitation of 
Moyfes>zn& his feventie EIders,aot being able to worke 
fuch wonders , did neverthclefle ftrive to continue the 
reputation of the old Thearchy, to that purpofe they 
glorified this devifeof Caball, whofe pretence of fecret 
information- from God, even in their forfaken times, 
ferved them as Numa his pretended meetings with the 
Nymph Egeria, Mahomets raptures with the Angell 
Gabriefiy and the like, to countenance their Ordinances 
with Divine repute among the People j This devifc 
was well framed to take with the/wtt > who general, 
iy arc light, ayeriall , and fanaticall braines , fpirited 
much like our hot Apwdyps men, or fierce expounders 
of T>mel, apt to worke themfelvcs into the fooles Pa- 
radife of a fublime dotage : They expedi their Meffias 
with an unwearyed aflurancc j and as all Propheticall 
delayes doe eafily find excufe,fo have they 3 reftoring 
their hope with augmentation of glory in the more 
perfe<9: tryall 5 At his commirig,they exped: a tempo- 
rail kingdome, whereof I heard them difcourfe with 
fb much guft, as feemed to have a touch of the Saddu- 
cy , whofe appetite relifhes a prefent fruition , better 
then the (late of Rcfurrc&ion > To difcover this fully, 
I told them that my thought it might fceme to thera 
but juft , that all thofe who had lived , and dyed con- 
ftant expelling the Meffias , Jhould not by untimely 
Death loofe the fruits of their conftancy, but be refto- 
red to Life, at his comming, to enjoy and make up his 
Kingdome 5 this they received with much applaufe, 
and ( as flattery ufes to be ) it was by them held an illu- 
iiunation,which they embracing of rae/econded with 
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fuch a Romania of their future kingdome, as (hewed a 
thirfl: of revenging their captivities , and therewith to 
enjoy the world in that timely Refurre<2ion : Above 
all bkflitigs given of God , they preferrethat of-z*. 
creafe and multiply j To hold it a bleffing they have rea- 
fon ; but why that mould be thought the greateft, I 
know not i unlefle becaufe of their Sabcity, ever noted 
for -.froieSlipmamltbidimm Gem 5 and fo apt to grow 
like the lands of the Sea in number j or elfe for propa- 
gation of the kinde, which is the chiefeacl: of thofe 
who confider themfelves no higher,then as parts of the 
World,and of that taken in the bare continuance, with- 
out any of its further operations: They may drinke 
water alone, but not wine mingled therewith , unleflc 
they have a difpenfation $ that which is pure wine they 
call wme of the Law 5 this perhaps was one among o- 
ther reafons, why they were of old, miftaken to have 
Worshipped Bueehm : when they kill any living crea- 
ture, they firft turne the face of it Eaft- ward,then fay. 
ing, be it fan&ified in the name of the great God King 
of Heaven, and Earth, they cut the throat with a knife 
without any gap in the edge j if that be not obferved 
they will not eate of the meate,but hold it utterly pro- 
phane •, moft of the fat they caftaway,efpecially about 
theloync and kidnyes $ that of each Mutton, or Beefe 
they fcarce eate halfc 5 thefe with many other reftricli- 
ons of Dyer, I urged as difficulties of victualing their 
Armies, when the Meffias ihould come ; but they rea- 
dily falved it with power of miracles, which fliall fave 
him all laboured care : he is expected of the Tribe of 
ludth, which was fetled in Pmug4ll t where tbey boafV 
andin Spmtu to have millions oftheir race, to whom 
they give compteardifpeft&tioji , to counterfeit Ckri- 

Jliawtie, 



A Voyage into the Levant. 121 

panity, even to the degree oiPrieUhotd, and that none 
are discovered but fome hot fpirits,whofe sealc cannot 
temporize : This reverence to the Meflias makes them 
throughout the whole world , breed their children up 
in Ptrtngall fpeech,and make it their domeftick tongue. 
The Iewes of Italy, Germany ,and the Levant, excepting 
the Banditoes of S faint, are of Benjamin j the other ten 
Tribes in the deftru&ion of Ierobtams kingdome by 
Salmanajfer were ledde captives beyond Eufhrates, 
whence they never returned: in which deftru&ion,per- 
haps worfe then this of their brethren , they had the 
happineffe never to perfecutc drift .• Then I asked if 
they had there degenerate into the race, and Gemilifme 
of the Heathen, as our Chriftians have done in the Holy 
Lands whom now we know not from other T#rkes, but 
by fome touch of language : They a/hamed of fuch 
Apoftacy, told me, that thofe ten Tribes are not found 
any where, but either fwallowcd like Ctrans company, 
or as other Rabbines writc,blowne away with a whirle- 
winde 5 fo apt are light wits to imagine God kflfe glo- 
rified in his owne glorious wayes of Nature , becaufe 
ordinary, then ici the puffes of their vaine devifed mi- 
racles j wherein while they afl?& to feeme grave, and 
profound^ they become fond, and (hallow, not know- 
ing the wayesof that vertue which movethatt things : 
la their Pivine Service, they make one of the befl: fort 
to rcade a Chapter ofMtyfes, then fome Boy, of Rad- 
ical! reads a peece of the Prophets j in the mkidle ef the 
Sinagpgue is a round place vaulted over, fupported by 
piltersj therein fometimes one of their Dodors walkes 
up anddowne , and in PtrtHghtfc, exalts the MeflSas, 
comfits their captivitie, and rayles ztchriU. 
Theyhav«aCupboord made to reprefent theTa- 
Q^2 bernacle, 
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bernacle, wherein they lay up the Tables of the Law, 
which now and then they take forth and kifle : they 
flag many tunes, but frequently that ofAdwai, which 
is the ordinary name of G$d^ for Ichovfihthcy mention 
not but upon high occafions 5 at Circumcifion, Boyes 
are fet to yall out Dwids Pfalmes fo loud as dinnes the 
Infants cry : the Synagogue is hung^ound with Glafle 
lamps burning: eyery man at his entrance puts on a 
linnen Copc,firft killing it j but clfe they ufe no manner 
of reverence,or figne of devotion : I knowing difcon- 
tentapttodifclofefecrets, got ftraight acquaintance 
with one of them who had a great mind to turne 7wvfe; 
his chiefc fcandall was , that he had often feene their 
Elders in the midft of Service fall together by the 
eares,and with holy Candlefticks,Incenfe-pans,and o- 
ther confecrate inftruments, breake one anothers pates: 
They fuffer no women to enter the Synagogue, but ap- 
point them a Gallery without 5 I did impute it to Iea- 
loufie. but they told me it was becaufe women have 
not fo divine a iouleas men, and are of a lower creati- 
on,madc only for the propagation,and pleafure of man: 
this do&rine humbles their wives below that fierce be- 
haviour, whereto competition, and opinion of equality 
might embolden them: When they turne 7jwfc,which 
is often, they muft firft acknowledge Chrift fo farre as 
the Turk? does , thatis, for a great Prophet , and no 
more : They feldotnc turne Chriftdnsjxcmfc oilmd* 
ges , and Smmsflefh^ which they hate worfe then the 
name of Chrift : they pretend ( but malicioufly ) that 
thofe few who we fee turne in iulj are not of thera^but 
poore fhriftUns hired from other Cities $ to perfonate 
that part: There is fcarce any fc&fo poore fpirited,. 
but will fometimes pretend to a miracle 5 fo did they 5 
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for all the voyage, they boaftedof an apparition in 
forme of an old man,to this GrmSignm^hom he ad- 
monifhed in favour of the lewes, znd then vanished; but 
ztConftammople , where the Scene of the Fable lay, I 
could heare no fuch thing ; If they were all United, I 
beleeve there would fcarce be found any one race of 
men more numerous ; yet that they can never ciment 
into a temporall Government of their owne, I reckon 
two caufes, befide the many difadvantages in their Re- 
ligion: Firft the Itmjh complexion is fo prodigioufly 
timide,as cannot be capable of Armes ; for this reafon 
they are no wheremade Souldiers, nor flaves , and in 
acknowledging the valour of Davids Worthies,fo dif- 
ferent from the Moderne Hebrews jppcates how much 
a long thraldome may cowe pofterity beneath the Spi- 
rits of their Aunceftors : The other impediment is 
their extreme corrupt love to private interefle • which 
is notorious in the continuall cheating, and malice a- 
mong themfclves • foas there would want that juftice, 
and refpedfc to common benefit, without which no civil 1 
focietycan ftand : Thefeare the chiefe notes which I 
gathered in converfing with the lewes\ Now there re- 
maiftes a word,or two of 'the Zmgames •• they are right 
fuch as our Gypfies : , I yeeld not to thofe, who hold 
them a peculiar curfed ftocke : floath and naftineffe 
finglc them out from other men* fo as they arc the 
dregs of the people , rather then of feverall defcent : 
wallowing in the dirt , and Sunne makes them more 
fwarthy then othersjthey abound in all cities o£Turky> . 
but fteale not like ours , for feare of the cruell feveri- 
tie, they tell fortunes as cheatingly as ours, and enjoy 
as little} their true ufe is for fordid officcs,as Broomcn, 
Smithes^oblers, Tinkers, and the like, whereby the 
Q^ 3 natural! 



124 A Voyagc into the Levant. 

naturall Turke is referved for more noble employ- 
meats : few of them arccircumcifed, none Chrijined : 
they weare their rags aflfe<5iedly, but wander not : their 
habitation is hovels, and poore houfes in the fuburbs : 
contempt fecures them , and with that, I leave them: 
By this di/courfe, it appearcs, that the Turkijh Empire 
is in effedi, divided in two parts 5 the Turkes, and other 
Se&s j unto thefe are apply ed the two paffions of man, 
love, and feare : fo as the Government is to keepe the 
one fort fo as they ftiall not defire mifchiefe 5 andthe 
other not able to eflfeft it : to the Turkes it is a fwees 
Monarchy, maintaining them to command the reft j to 
the other Se<fte it is heavy , holding them diftra<aed 
with fa&ion betweene themfelves ; difarming,rifltog, 
taking their goods,a~nd children from them^and awing 
them with as much infolency , as may not quite make 
them runne away - 5 Neverthelefle the G> an Stgnitr hath 
not the inconvenience of Tyrants , which is to fecure 
themfelves againft their People by Strangers, who are 
chargeable* and perfidious -, for he without charge, is 
held up by Plantations of his o wne People , who in 
difcent, and iaterefle are Hnkt with him 5 neither hath 
he the uncertaintie of a civill Prince , who much fob- 
fifts on fickle Popular love j for he raigpes by force $ 
and Jus Turkes at£ a number able to make k good 5 
wherefore he feemes as abfotote as a Tyrant, as happy 
as a King ; and more eftabliflit then either: yet hath 
he danger from both parts: love makes apt to grow 
infokm:, ttoerefwe his governing multitudes are that 
way dangerous. •*" 

This hath fliewed k felfe in the tumults of the nni- 
zarieS) even asdeepeastfac btoudRoyallv His dan- 
ger from the enthralled Se£s,is not £0 great y they arc 
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to far ftupified, and difunited for rebellion 5 there is 
more doubt of depopulation 5 yet to prevent that, 
when any province hath beene overlayed, he reftores 
it with a gentle Governor, and flack exaftions . and the 
Timmots themfelvcs, that their Farmes may be well 
managed, hold up the Farmers with much care : There 
are two notable fignes of this Empyrs ftrength 5 one i$ 
that moft neighbouring dates pay Tribute or frequent 
prefents, which is but another name of tribute : The 
other is that although it be generally obferved that 
t wo, or three fucceflions of weake Princes are enough 
to ruine any Monarchy $ this Crowne hath flow had 
five weake Princes, without intervenue of any one 
adtive, yet is it in no pare demolillied : This prefent 
Emperor, though by reafon of his age, and fome other 
difadvantages, hath not yet put into aftion, i$ of Spi- 
rit like to equall the braveft of his predeceffbrs : Now 
asallbodyes, though never foftrofig, arefnbjc<a to 
blowes from without, and difcafes within j fo is this 
Empyre obnoxious to the Perfian abroad, and errors 
of Government at home$ One hath hapned of late years, 
which hath bred pernicious diforder$ that was the 
mercy oS^Achmat, to his brother UWHttapka $ whom 
he feeing a book-man, and weajke, did not defiroy j 
this was contrary to the OibomM cuftome . and left 
a fubjeft for ambition, and difguft, which rather then 
be without, would make one of waxe if it were poffi- 
ble j much more dangerous was it to leave one of co- 
lourable pretext, where there was fo infoient a fa&ion 
as the Ianyzdries : They forthwith ferved their turne 
hereof, who elfe had not beene provided of a King> 
and fo forced to endure ofman, for feard of deftroy- 
ing that line, in whofe defe<a, they fall under the petit 
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ti*nm x which they abhorre : This gave them occa- 
sion to tafte the BloudRoyall, whefe reverence can 
never be reftored; without aboliflring the order of Ia- 
nizdrjes, which hatsh been* the Sword hand of the 
Empire 4&his difcsmrfe raighdpeake in a morall way, 
it Would title this a&$fJ*bmt a venue, a high one 5 
But is fuch a feirce Gpverttment, many venues noble, 
andfafe in our States, are againft the foundation of 
theirs • Thus have I fet downe what I noted in the 
turkijh Cuftomes j allinftrud, either as errors, or by 
imitation : Notisthe minde of raana perfect 
... fara^cc, urdl^ifteiebeplantodiin it 
; , ^rtie rrree^F'jK^^w&^tf both of 

•* : Ctod, zadEvill. 



MMNRT BLOrtfT. 



,:' ::Z^^V^*<\ ■>'■*' ] 



m -UV ' ' •' ; ' ^ V r " !J 



jir. 



BIN! &. 



., »i. J.J i . 



W^§^§: • v: >. i :;," : ;*MiMM$$$M$ ' -^ >*^^^?^«^-&^ 



a\- fc .* 



T^y^w^^mi^mf^m^ff^. 



WS$P!B 



I'.v.. :■ ; "- 



^^^^^^pf^rf^i ■ :■ ' ; ,' ■ : 



wmmmmmm*u*. 



Pi 



